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Tranflation of a Letter from the Nabob 
to the Governor. Dated March 26, 


1762. 


<< REXAOUR friendly letter, dated 

i 3 " the 17th of Shaaban, I have 
\% x received, andI rejoice at the 
news of your welfare. You wrote that, 
<‘ Mr. Ellis applied to Mharajah Raje- 
bullub, as Naib of Azimabad, and ob- 
tained from him a letter to Shujan Sing, 
the Kelladar of Mongheer, which he 
{ent him; and that the Mharajah know- 
. Vou. II, B ing 
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ing himfelf to be Naib, wrote a letter 
and gave it ; that the Kelladar would not 
fuffer the ferjeant to go into the fort to 
look after the foldiers, and made a diftur- 
bance for a trifling affair; that I fhould 
write a perwannah to the faid Kelladar, 
and order him to fuffer the fort to be 
fearched for the foldiers ; and that he be 

punifhed in cafe they be found there.” 
WHATEVER you write Is proper: yet, 
from my firft acceffion to the govern- 
ment, I have perceived, thatmany Englifh 
gentlemen were ill affected to me, and 
that the country was not in my own hands. 
The caufe of the difaffe€tion of thofe 
gentlemen I know not; youmay. The 
caufe of the country’s not being in my 
hands is this; that from the factory of 
Calcutta to Coflimbuzar, Patna and 
Dacca, all the Englith chiefs, with their 
gomaftahs, officers and agents, in every 
diftrit of the government, act as col- 
lectors, renters, zemindars and taalook- 
dars, and fetting up the Company’s 
colors, allow no power to my officers. 
And befides this, the gomaftahs and o- 
ther 
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ther fervants in every diftriét, in every 
gunge, perganah and village, carry on 
a trade in oil, fith, ftraw, bambaos, rice, 
paddy, beetle-nut, and other things ; 
and every man with  Company’s duftuck 
in his hand, regards himfelf as not lefs 
than the Company. In this cafeI never 
can have any authority as long as I live. 
Neverthelefs I believed, and affured my- 
felf, that you would not liften to what 
flanderers might fay of my proceedings ; 
and that whenever I write to youabout the 
oppreffions of the gomaftahs, you would 
punifh and keep them within bounds. 
But now, from the letters which I have 
twice received from you, it is evident, 
that whatever J write, you regard asa 
falfehood ; and that whatever thofe gen- 
tlemen write, with a view of vilifying 
me, and rendering me contemptible, 
that you give credit to. I have no re- 
medy. 

RAJEBULLUB as Naib might have 
written, and given a letter about fuch 
an affair, when I was not within two or 
three days journey of Patna; but whilft 
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i am-at. hand, what authority has che. to 
proceed sin fuch an affair without my 
knowledge? Therefore he ftrongly de- 
nies that he wrote fuch a letter, as you 
muft have known before this from his 
letter which I fent you. This circum- 
{tance ought to be enquired into; be- 
caufe, if he did write, and give fuch a 
letter, and then deny it to me, it is 
certain that he had a defign to difturb 
the friendfhip between us; and in that 
cafe I will punith him as he deferves, as 
a-warning to other incendiaries. | 
‘How could Shujan Sing give liberty 
to any one to enter the fort? There is 
a great difference between fending a com- 
pany and a fingle ferjeant ; fince, from the 
union between us, I look upon the Com- 
:pany’s forces as my own, and their forts 
‘and mine as the fame: in this bufinefs 
“one note or one ferjeant would have been 
fufficient. .. What occafion was there for 
-fending a company? I myfelf have never 
entertained a European in the fort, and 
“what. power has Shujan Sing to, entertain 
aed bilo my: seh al What: fes- 


vice 
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vice could my affairs reap frdm four or 
fiveEuropeans? Or what important em- 
ployment could I give them, that I fhould 
‘offend my friends for fo trifling an occa- 
fion ? And fince I well know, and you 
yourfelf are fenfible, that if I fhould ap- 
ply to you for two or four hundred Eu- 
ropeans, you would immediately grant 
them ; why fhould I entertain four or 
five in fecret ? And what is Shujan Sing’s 
fault ? T have not allowed entrance into 
the fort; the reafon is, that Mr. Ellis 
commits open acts of hoftility againft 
me, raifes calumnies againft me, corre- 
{ponds with my enemies, and inftead of 
a fingle letter fends two hundred feepoys; 
and all that he has written to you is ut- 
terly falfe. IThave madea ftri&t enquiry, 
and I am certain there is not an Englith 
deferter in the fort of Mongheer. Till 
you and the gentlemen of the council 
do me juftice in this affair, and fend me 
fome perfon from Calcutta to enquire in- 
to it, and bring the flanderers to fhame, 
I will upon no account permit the fort 
to be fearched. That gentleman has in- 

B 3 vented 
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vented this falfe charge againit me to- 
dey; and you upon his information, 
without any enquiry, order me to let the 
fort be fearched. Another day, if he 
writes that a dependant of yours, or an 
European, is concealed in my tent of 
houfe, and that I am an enemy of the 
Company’s, you will believe him, mif- 
truft me, and order me to fuffer a fearch 
to be made there likewife.” 


Extract of a Letter from the Nabob to 
the Governor. Dated May 24, 1762. 
“s OU write me, that “ by carry- 

ing on fo long a correfpondence 

in fo trifling an affair, which is nothing 
more than, whether fearch fhall be made 
for fome European deferters ; “from 
whence you perceive, it is the intention 
of fome defigning perfons to breed a dif- 
fenfion between me and the Company ; 
that if Shujan Sing had permitted the 
ferjeant to po into the fort, and look 
for the deferters, there would have been 
an end of the difpute; that I fhould be- 
lieve you firm to the treaty and your en- 
gagements, 
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gagements, nor hearken to the fuggef- 
tions of defigning perfons, but remove 
them from me.” 

THuouGu I have ever continued firm 
to the treaty, and to my engagements ; 
though I have maintained my faith to 
you inviolable with my heart and foul; 
and am refolved whilft I live to perfe- 
vere in the duties of friendfhip ; yet Mr. 
Ellis, from his inveterate enmity againft 
me, invents falfehoods, and writes them 
to you. It grieves me, that you fhould 
pay fuch regard to what he writes, con- 
clude every thing that I write to be falfe, 
and ftill tell me to let the fort be fearch- 
ed; and treat this affair, which is the 
greateft mark of indignity and diftruft, 
as a trifle. 

Ir is amazing you have not difco- 
vered who is the defigning perfon be- 
tween you and me. I have no defign- 
ing perfon about me. If upon enquiry 
any fuch be difcovered, I will punith 
him as he deferves. If I write, that fuch 
a perfon in your fociety is the defigning 
man, you will not believe me. Before 

B 4 this, 
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while in the Nabob’s fervice ; who loft 
an afm in it, and tells me, he was fent 
to this garrifon about fix months ago. I 
examined this man very particularly 
concerning the deferters, and accompa~ 
nied my queftions with promifes of free~ 
dom, and a handfome recompencee, if he 
would difcover to me where they were: 
but he abfolutely affured me, that there 
was not only none here at prefent, but 
that he had never feen a fingle Europe- 
an in the fort fince his coming. 

Upon enquiring in the town, the 
fame anfwers were returned. From 
thefe accounts I am apt to believe, what- 
ever deferters may have taken fhelter 
there, they have been long gone from 
thence. The extreme mifery of the 
wretch, to whom I offered the gratuity, 
feems to confirm this opinion, fince he 
fcarcely would have rejected fuch terms 
of protection and reward, for declaring 
what could in no mamner affect him to 
his detriment. He is very anxious for 
his liberty, which Mr. Haftings intends 
to follicit for to-the Nabob.” 

THE 
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Tue ftile of Mr. Ellis’s letters, was 
evidently calculated to inflame the minds 
of fach of the members of the Board, 
as had taken up the fame prejudices a- 
gainft the Nabob with himfelf, and were 
ready to fecond his views. According=- 
ly, upon all occafions, when thefe re- 
prefentations were received from Patna, 
fome one was always ready to propofe 
the moft violent meafures; for exam- 
ple, when advice was received from Mr. 
Ellis, of the feepoys being refufed ad- 
mittance into Mongheer fort, to fearch 
for the deferters, it was propofed,; that 
an additional number of troops fhould 
be fent to force an entrance; and when. 
Coja Antoon {fent down prifoner by 
Mr. Ellis, for purchafing five maunds 
of falt-petre) arrived in Calcutta, it was 
moved by fome, that he fhould be 
publickly whipped; and Mr. Johnftone 
ftrongly urged, that he fhould have his 
ears cut off; andas there was at this 
tune a large majority of the Board in 
this difpofition, or I may rather fay that, 
at this time, I had not ¢ven ohe to fup- 

port 
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port me, I was in continual apprehen- 
fions, that fome violent meafures would 
take place, and make an irreparable 
breach between us and the Nabob; I 
therefore made it my ftudy, by mode- 
ration, to abate this violent fpirit which 
prevailed. I forbore to make any re- 
marks on the fteps which had been taken 
by Mr. Ellis, and could not then be re- 
medied ; and rather feemed to approve 
of what was paffed, to prevent their 
going to greater lengths, and keep 
things quiet upon the footing they then 
were, until orders could be received 
from the Company. Guided by this 
principle, when Coja Antoon arrived in 
Calcutta, I joined with the reft of the 
Board, in approving of Mr. Ellis’s feiz- 
ing him; and by that conceffion, brought 
them to agree to his being fent back to 
the Nabob, and referred to him to be 
punifhed. In the fame manner, when 
the feepoys, fent by Mr, Ellis to fearch 
the fort of Mongheer, were refufed ad- 
mittance, and had pofted themfelves at 
four or five miles diftance, I agreed 


with 
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with the Board, in orderyng them to re- 
main there quiet, until, an, officer was 
admitted to fearch for the deferters ; and 
by repeated reprefentations to the Na- 
bob, of the necefflity of his acquiefcing 
fo far, at length obtained his confent. 
This explanation of the reafons of my 
conduct, on thefe occafions, feemed ne- 
ceflary, as I think Iam more liable to 
cenfure, for having fo far approved of 
Mr. Ellis’s unjuftifiable proceedings, than 
for all the fupport I have given the Na- 
bob, in the exercife of his due authori- 
ty, although I have been frequently re- 
proached with having defended the rights 
of his government, beyond the bounds 
of juftice. 

NoTWwWIiTHSTANDING all the af- 
furances I could give the Nabob, he 
was made fo extremely uneafy by thefe 
continual infults, that his own people, 
and the whole country, could not help 
obferving it. Thofe who were difaffect- 
ed about his perfon, did not lofe the op- 
portunity ¢ of encouraging his enemies by 
FEpORNg, that the Englith were on the 
i point 
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point of breaking with him; that they 
had fent an army again{t Mongheer fort ; 
that more forces were coming up from 
Calcutta; and that he, unable to con- 
tend with the Englith, was refolved not 
to return from the Bowjepoor country, 
but retire into the Deccan. At the fame 
time, they were continually infinuating 
to the Nabob, that Mr. Ellis was actual- 
ly refolved to attack him, and that Co- 
lone] Coote was coming up with the fame 
defign *. Itis not to be wondered, that 
fuch reports, corroborated by the infults 
Mr. Ellis had actually committed, fhould 
create inthe Nabobftrong fufpicions; and 

altho’ 


* About this time a confpiracy was detected a- 
gainft the Nabob’s perfon; which was carried on 
by Seeteram Dewan, Sheik Sadoolla Jemmatdar 
(two of the Nabob’s chief confidents) and Narain 
Sing, and Muttroomul Hircarras. It was difco- 
vered by fome intercepted letters from the confpira- 
ters to Pulwan Sing, and the other rebel zemindars 
of Bowjepoor. I fhall infert only one of them, 
which will ferye to fhew, by the arguments made 
ufe of, the unhappy confequences of Mr. Ellis’s con- 
duét, and the encouragement it gave to the Na- 
bob’s enemies. - 

Tranflation 
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altho’ lam perfuaded hehad an entire con- 


fidence in my friendfhip, and knew, that 
I would do my utmoft to prevent any 


infringement of the agreement between 
him 


Tranflation of a Letter from Seeteram to Raja Pul- 
wan Sing, the principal Bowjepoor Rajab. 
“* J Lowe much to fee you, I have already wrote 
you the particulars, which you have doubt- 
lefs perufed. God grant you may foon return to 
your own country, and their is great probability 
that will foon happen, for the Nabob Coffim Allee 
Cawn, and the Europeans, are at variance; and 
Mr. Ellis (chief of the Englifh factory at Patna) and 
Goorgheen Cawn, are great enemies to each other; 
and Mr. Ellis has fent an army of f{eepoys to take 
Mongheer fort. Inthis fituation the Nabob cannot 
remain in this country. It appears, that he will 
take the Delly road, on account of the difputes 
between him and the Europeans. Shuja Dowla will 
fhortly be in poffeffion of this province, and you 
will be in poffeffion of your zemindarree; fo make 
yourfelf quite eafy.” 


As foon as the Nabob had poffeffiqn of thefe let- 
ters, he fummoned Seeteram into his prefence ; 
charged him with his crime, in the prefence of 
feyeral hundreds of people, many of them of dif- 
tinction, who were affembled on this oceafion, and 
preduced other proofs of his guilt. He appealed 

te 
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him and the Company; yet he had:ex- 
perienced that my power was not fuffi- 
cient, and that he depended, as he ob- 
ferved in feveral of his letters, on the 
will of many, and fome of thofe his ir- 
reconcileable enemies. 

NotTuine is fo difficult as to, re- 
move fufpicions of this kind when once 
they have taken root, efpecially if there 
be any advifers who have an intereft in 
fomenting the quarrel. In fuch a cafe, 
every affurance of friendthip is repre- 
fented as a defign to deceive and un- 
guard, and then to take an advantage 
and when fuch reprefentations can be 
. ftrengthened with notorious inftances of 
recent affronts, there is hardly a poffi- 
bility they fhould not gain credit. 

WHILST 


to the affembly for their fentence on him, which 
was unanimous, that he was guilty, and deferved 
to fuffer death; and he was executed accordingly, 
A few days after Narain Sing, and Muttroomul, 
anderwent the fame trial, and the fame fate. Sheik 
Sadoolla, who was encamped at fome diftance, re- 
fufed to obey the fummons. The Nabob detached 
a body of forces againft him, with orders to bring 
him before him alive or dead. He flood upon. his 
defence, and was killed. 


Tranjaltons in BENGAL. 17 


"“Weriitst thefé tommotions were en- 
cotiraged at Patna, the enemies of the 
Nabob were not idle below; they in- 
vented ‘a large parcel of letters, and 
handed thern to Mr. Batfon, chief of 
Coffimbuzar, as copies of a correfpon- 
dence between the Nabob, his uncle 
Torab Allee Cawn (who was his deputy 
at Moorfhedabad) and Coja Petrus, an 
Armenian merchant of Calcutta. Thefe 
Mr. Batfon tranfmitted to the Board ; 
they brought with them many marks of 
forgery, but one in particular, which 
was fufficient to convince me, as they 
{poke of a man, who was faid to have 
been fent with a meflage from the Na- 
Bob to me;’ of which man and meffage 
I had never heard. However, all my 
affurances had little weight with minds 
filled with fuch warm prejudices; and 
it had well nigh been refolved to feize 
Coja Petrus, and all his papers, upon 
no better evidence than thefe fuppofed 
copies, although confuted by their own 
contents. Hlowever, it was agreed to 
proceed on an enquiry with the greateft 
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fecrecy, in order to arrive at fome proof ; 
but the more we enquired, the ftronger 
was the appearance of forgery, although 
we could not pofitively trace it to the 
firft author. 

SUCH pains taken to fow diffenfions 
and jealoufies on both fides, could not 
fail to produce a quarrel, and that very 
fhortly. Although the Nabob confent- 
ed to all that I propofed, with refpect to 
Coja Antoon, that he fhould be difmif- 
fed his fervice ; and with refpect to the 
deferters, that an officer fent by me 
fhould fearch the fort of Mongheer. Yet 
fuch reiterated affronts left upon his 
mind a fixed refentment and extreme 
uneafinefs, and gave him an unhappy in- 
ftance of the ftrength of the party op- 
pofed to him, and of my inability to fe- 
cure him againft their open and fecret 
defigns. And on our-part, although I 
was convinced myfelf, that the Nabob had 
neither the means nor the inclination to 
fet himfelf up againft us; yet fo many 
reports were fpread about of an approach- 
ing rupture, that many muft neceffarily 

be 
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be deceived; fome for want of an op- 
portunity of being better informed, and 
more by depending on the information 
of fuch, as were always willing to be- 
lieve what they wifhed, and therefore 
Gave that turn to every piece of intelli- 
gence however inconfiftent with reafon. 


SECTION IX. 


Mr. Haftings’s Deputation to the Nabob. 
The State and Caufes of the Difputes 
between the Officers of the Govern- 
ment, and our Agents in the inland 
‘Trade. 


Reafons of this Deputation. — Infiructions 
fo Mr. Haftings.—Mr. Amyatt’s Ado- 
tion for an additional Claufe. — Debate 
and Opinion thereupon. —The Claufe a- 
greed to. —Copy of it.— Mr. Amyatt’s 

JSurther Minute. -—— Mr. Waftings ar- 
rives at the Nabob’s camp. —The Na- 
bob’s Anfwer to the Board's Meffage. 
— Mr. Haftings endeavours ineffectually 
to reconcile Mr. Ellis with the Nabob. 

C 2 —Tw9 


20 M NARRATIVE Of the 


—Two Letters on that Subjed. —Let- 
ter from Mr. Haftings to the Board. 
— Several Letters between Mr. Haf- 

tings and Mr. Vanfittart. — Letters 

' from the Board to Mr. Haftings and 
Mr. Ellis. — Mr. Ellis’s Anfwer. — 
Rife of the Difputes between the Na- 
bob’s Ojficers and our Agents. —Letters 
on that Subject between Mr. Vanfittart 
and Mr. Haftings.—Mr. Hafung, re- 
rurns to Calcutta.—Complaints from the 
Nabob and his officers, regarding our 
Livents and Gomaftahs. 


HINGS could not ftand long up- 

on the point to which they were 

now brought. Every word and action 
of the Nabob’s was con{trued into a de- 
<laration of a defign againft the Englith ; 
and particularly from the chief and coun- 
cil at Patna fuggeftions of this kind were 
frequent ; whilft, on the part of the Na- 
bob, every oidinary motion of ours was 
reprefented to him in fuch colors, as 
would moft add to his apprehenfions of 
our intending to break with him. This 


lurking 
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lurking difeafe, if, not, {peedily removed, 
muft foon break out with violence; and 
the moft effectual remedy I judged, 
would be to fend a perfon, in whom the 
Nabob had great confidence, to aflure 
him, that his fufpicions of our intend- 
ing to break with him were groundlefs ; 
to defire him not to give ear to thofe 
who ftudied to reprefent every thing in 
the worft light; to advife him to forget 
what had pafled between him and Mr. 
Ellis ; and finally to endeavor to bring 
about a reconciliation between them ; in 
which good work I hoped Mr. Ellis 
would readily join. With thefe views 
I propofed to the Board, to fend Mr. 
Haftings on a deputation to the Nabob ; 
which was agreed to, and the following 
inftru tions prepared. 


C3 «Copy 
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Copy of the Governor and Councils In- 
JStructions to Mr. Hattings. Dated Cal- 
cutta, March 15, 1762. 

6 E have obferved, for fome time 

paft, an uneafine{s or jealoufy 
in the Nabob’s conduct, which we can 
attribute to nothing but the falfe reports 
and reprefentations of mifchievous per- 
fons; and being defirous of convincing 
him, that we wifh for nothing more, 
than to preferve the prefent tranquility 
of the country, to avoid all difputes, 
and to conform to the terms of the trea- 
ty fubfifting between him and the Com- 
pany. We think proper to depute you, 
in whom the Nabob has great confi- 
dence, to make him thofe affurances on 
our behalf. 

AT the fame time we fhould be ex- 
tremely glad to difcover who have been 
the fecret authors of this growing Jjea- 
loufy. Weimagine, there may be fome 
as well amongft the perfons living under 
our protection, as about the Nabob’s 
perfon. You may affure the Nabob, that 


Wwe 
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we fhall feverely punifh thofe who be- 
long to us, whenever we can fix the 
guilt; and you will ftrenuoufly recom- 
mend to him to do the fame on his 
part. 


Tuer fooner you ean fet out on this 
commiffion the better, that the bad ef- 
feéts, which the want of confidence be- 
tween us and the Nabob might occafion 
in the country, may be prevented.” 


Tue next Council day but one, Mr. 
Amyatt made a motion in the following 
terms. 


«© MR. Amyatt recollects the Prefi- 
dent mentioned, that twenty lacks of 
rupees were promifed by Coflim Allee 
Cawn to the Board; but that he would 
not confent to this money’s being re~ 
received till the debt to the Company 
was paid: as that is now fatisfied, Mr. 
Amyatt is of opinion, it fhould be made 
a part of Mr. Haftings’s inftructions, to 
endeavor to recover the promifed twen- 
ty lacks of rupees; and when recover- 

C 4 ed, 
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ed; that inflead of being diftributed a- 
mong{tthe members of the Board, which 
could not fail raifing a fufpicion, that our 
affents to the revolution were bought, 
the money fhould be brought to the cre- 
dit of the Company.” 


As Mr. Amyatt could not fincerely 
think the Company had a right to make 
fuch a demand upon the Nabob, it is 
‘Iimpoffible to affign any other reafon for 
this motion, than an intention of fruf- 
trating, by fo unjuit and vexatious a dif- 
pute, the good end propofed from Mr. 
‘Haftings’s deputation, and effectually 
fhutting up all the ways of reconcilia- 

tion, by a demand, which every one 
knew the Nabob would reje& with afto- 
.nifhment. However, Meffieurs John- 
ftone and Hay joined heartily in this 
demand ; and whether they thought ma- 
. jor Carnac’s opinion would add weight 
-‘to their refolutions, or whether they 
' Were unwilling to deprive him of a fhare, 
in every opportunity of infulting the 
* Nabob; or whether it was the major’s 


Own 
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ewn defire to be a party on this occafion, 
it was moved *, that he fhould:be called 
to the Board, although it is very certain, 
according to the Company’s regulations, 
he could not fit there on fuch a fubject. 


THE 


* The following is the fubftance of the debate, 


upon the motion for calling major Carnac to the 
Board upon this occafion. 


- 


“¢ Mr. Johnftone moves, that the opinion of the 
colonel and major fhould be afked, with regard to 
the inftructions to be given to Mr. Haftings. . 

The queftion being put, whether the colonel 
and major fhould be defired to attend? = =~ ~=2 

Mef. Hay, Johnftone and Amyatt are of opi- 
nion, the Company’s intention, in their fixty-third 
paragraph, mentioning military affairs and matters, 
rclative thereto, implies, that colonel Coote and 
major Carnac are to be prefent, and ‘confulted in 
affairs of fuch publick nature, as deputations, al- 
jiances, andin drawing up inftructions, for whoever 
may be fent in fuch publick charafter, on the~part 
of the Board, when the national honor, and the 
Company’s bufinefs, are interefted. The Governor 


* thinks, that the Company’s inftrudHions, in the 


fixty-fourth paragraph of their commands, of the 


43th of March, 1761, are very plain,, that. neither 


colonel Coote, nor major Carnac, are members ei- 


Sherif the Board, or Seleé&t Committte, excepting 


bieafes where military nfPhir's ‘only’ are under’ de- 


fi 4 bate, 
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THE opinions given by the feveral 
members, and by myfelf, with refpect 
to the propofed demand, were thefe fol- 
lowing. 


Mr. Hay’s Minute. 

«« As it appears to me, from the Pre- 
fident’s declaration, that the bond for 
this money was given to the members of 
the Board, that were then prefent in 
Calcutta, and that Mr. Holwell was 
one of them; from its being the only 
advantage gained by the treaty with Cof- 
fim Allee Cawn, except his promife ta 
get the Nabob Meer Jaffier Allee Cawn 
to make over the revenues of the lands, 

now 


bate, ‘Thefe are the words of the Company’s let- 
ter, and need no explanation; and are apparently 
intended to limit the meaning of the word relative, 
which flande in the foregoing paragraph, and which 
can be underftood only of negotiations to be carried 
on with any foreign power, with a view to fome pro- 
je@ed military operation. He thinks the inftruc- 
tions to Mr. Haftings are no ways relative to mili- 
tary affairs; yet it is not at all difagreeable to him 
to have the advice of thofe gentlemen, if the reft 
of the Board think it will be for the good of the 
Company.” 
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now poffefied by the Company, for the 
maintenance of our troops in his fer- 
vice ; and that the only expence and rifk 
ef putting in Coffim Allee Cawn, for 
which he promifed and gave a bond 
for thefe twenty lacks, muft fall on the 
Company. I think, that they have an 
undoubted right to the money, and that 
it fhould be demanded of the Nabob on 
their account; and in cafe he refufes 
payment on account of the bond’s being 
returned, that he fhould be made to un- 
derftand, that it was returned without 
proper authority, and not by an order of 
the Board.” 


Mr. Johnitone’s Minute. 


«© Mr. Johnftone thinks Mr. Haft- 
ings fhould be directed to afk this fum, 
promifed by Coffim Allee Cawn, in con- 
fequence ef fervice to be rendered him 
by the reprefentatives of the Company, 
and by their power and influence, which 
may therefore be confidered as the Com- 
pany’s due; otherwife, the proceedings 
of their fervants, in the advancement of 

Coffim 
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Cdfim' Allee Cawn, would be Tiablé ‘to 
the “flifpicion, that their motives were 
ether than thofe they have declared ; 
that when Coffim Allee Cawn tendered 
his bond to the members then prefent in 
Calcutta, the Company might have ex- 
pected their agents to have accepted and 
transferred it to their account, from the 
fame fpirit of difintereftednefs, as the 
only immediate advantage then offered, 
efpecially as the Company ran the rifk, 
and f{upplied the force and expence re- 
quired for this revolution: and he joins 
ym opinion with Mr. Hay, that as the 
bonds were not returned by a regular 
deed of the council, the amount may 
ftill be demanded and recovered of the 
Nabob.” 

*’ Mayor Carnac is of opinion, the 
demand propofed to be made to the Na- 
bob, by Meffieurs Amyatt, Johnitone, 
and*Flay, of the twenty lacks, ought to 
Be'done, were it only in juiftification of 
themfelvés ; for, however innocent the 
gentlemen of* the Board may be, the 
world probably infagines, that they Have 

- all 
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all received fome pecuniary ,confidera- 
tion, in return for having appointed Cof- 

fim Allee Cawn to the Subahdarree ; 
whereas, from this demand being made, 
the contrary will appear upon record. If 
the Nabob refufes, which I think hg 
will and ought, we are juftified at once ; 
and if he grants it, there is fo much 
gained to the Company.” 


The Prefident’s Minute. 


< THaT a right judgment may be 
formed, whether the demand propofed 
by Mr. Amyatt, to be made-upon the 
Nabob of twenty lacks of rupees is rea- 
fonable or not ? It feems neceffary to re~ 
cite here all the circumftances of the 
cafe, on which he would found the claim: 
I have informed the Board more than 
once, and particularly in confultatian 
January 12, 1761, that Coffim Alleg 
Cawn (now the Nabob) at the, time of 
concluding the treaty with him, in the 
month of September, 1760, defired to 
make a prefent to myfelf, and.,the 
other gentlemen of the Select Commit- 
tee, 
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tee, then at Calcutta. I have as often 
mentioned, that I immediately and ab- 
folutely declined the faid offer, for my- 
felf and the reft of the gentlemen, ob- 
ferving to Coffim Allee Cawn, that in 
the agreements entered into with him, 
we had no other view, but the reftoring 
order to the country, and fettling amore 
certain fund for fupplying the unavoid- 
able expences of the Company, then fo 
ill provided for, that our troops at Pat- 
na had been fome months without their 
pay; at the fame time, that the Nabob’s 
own affairs were in fo diftreffed a condi+ 
tion, that he was every day in danger of 
tofing his life, by the mutinous attempts 
of his troops. 

Te paper which Coffim Allee Cawn 
delivered me, containing this propofal, I 
returned the very moment I had read it. 
It was wrote in Perfian ; and, to the beft 
of my recollection, was to the follow- 
ing purport: ‘© That three months af- 
ter his appointment to the neabut, or de- 
puty government, under the Nabob, Jaf- 


fier Allee Cawn, he wouid give twenty 
lacks 
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lacks of rupees to Meffieurs Vanfit- 
tart, Holwell, Caillaud, Sumner and 
M‘Gwire.” Thefe four gentlemen en- 
tirely approved of my refufal of this of- 
fer; and what I faid on the occafion to 
Coffim Allee Cawn, who was however 
a good deal furprized and uneafy at it. 
Afterwards at Moorfhedabad, when Jaf- 
fter Allee Cawn declared his refolution 
to retire to Calcutta, and Coffim Allee 
Cawn was proclaimed Subah of the pre- 
vinces, he renewed the fame offer, and 
I again declined it in the fame termis, 
adding, that if he found himfelf capable 
of raifing money enough to anfwer the 
monthly payments of the Company’s 
balance, and fatisfy the troops of Jaffier 
Allee Cawn, and had befides any thing 
to fpare, he might make the Company 
a prefent of five lacks over and above his 
agreements, to be fent to Madras, ta 
help to defray the expences of the army 
before Pondicherry ; to which he imme- 

diately confented. 
ABouT two months after, the Na- 
bob fent me a compliment of a bill for 
25,000 
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25,000 rupees, upon the occafion of the 
birth of my fon. I laid this before the 
Board, in confultation January 12, 1761, 
and declared, that as I had rejected for 
myfelf, and the other gentlemen of the 
Select Committee, all offers of private 
emoluments, and had not received a 
fingle rupee from the Nabob, fo neither 
would I, while a doubt fubtifted with 
refpect to the money he had engaged to 
pay the Company, or the long arrears of 
his predeceffor’s troops ; accordingly, the 
25,000 rupees were paid into the Com- 
pany’s treafury. 

Since that, the Nabob has, by fur- 
prifing diligence in the regulation of the 
affairs of his government, difcharged not 
only the payments due to the Company, 
with the addition of the promifed five 
lacks, but has alfo fatisfied his prede- 
ceffor’s and his own troops, notwith- 
ftanding the ceffion to the Company, of 
Burdwan, Midnapoor, and Chittagong, 
made a very large deduction from his 
revenues, 


Tue 
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THE amount the Company have re- 
ceived from the Nabob, is about twenty- 
fix lacks of Sicca rupees *, as per receipt 
in full, entered after confultation Fe- 
bruary 8, 1762. And from the faid 
countries ceded as before-mentioned, we 
have received to the 31ft of January 
laft, above fifty-three lacks of current 
rupees +, as per abftracted account tranf{- 
mitted to the honourable Court of Di- 
rectors by the Warren. After this, I 
cannot fee upon what pretence we can 
demand of the Nabob a further fum of 
twenty lacks of rupees. If we were in 
diftrefs for money for carrving on the 
Company’s affairs, and were on that ac- 
count under a necefhity of requefting of 
the Nabob to lend us fuch a fum, I have 
that opinion of him, as to think that he 
would comply with the requeft if in his 
power; or even give it, if fuch an ap- 
plication was to be made to him as a fa- 
vor requefted for the Company. 

* A Sicca rupee is worth about 2s. 8 d., reck- 


oning the current rupee at 23 4d. 
¢ A current rupee is reckoned worth 2s. 4d. 


Vo. II. D AND 
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AND onthe other hand, if the de- 
mand of fuch a fum is fet up without 
the leaft plea, I think he will not only 
excufe himfelf from complying with fo 
unreafonable a claim, but will alfo look 
upon it as a mark, that we are not in- 
clined to obferve on our part the treaty 
which he has fo well fulfilled on his ; 
and in which it is agreed, that we {hall 
afk nothing more than the monies there- 
in promifed, and the ceffions therein fti- 
pulated. Confequently fuch a demand 
would very much add to the uneafinefs 
which the Board have of late obferved 
in the Nabob, and which, one and all, 
have expreffed a defire of finding out 
the caufe of, and removing. ‘The de- 
mand now propofed tends to aggravate 
that uneafinefs inftead of removing it. 
I hope fuch is not Mr. Amyatt’s view in 
making the propofal; but it is hard to 
conceive from what motive it can have 
proceeded. Certainly it is not from 
pure regard to the Company, nor from 
any conviction of the juftnefs of the 
claim ; for he never thought of offering 

the 
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the Company what he received of the 
Nabob Jafher Allee Cawn’s prefent to 
the Council and Committee ; nor ever. 
gave it as his opinion that the Company 
had a right to it. 

For my own part, I think that nei- 
ther the Company nor I, nor any other 
perfon, have any other claim or demand 
upon the Nabob of any fort, that there 
is not even an appearance of juftice in 
Mr. Amyatt’s propofal, and that the pro- 
fecution of it could have none but bad 
confequences.” 


Tue Majority of the Board agree- 
ing, that the propofed demand fhould be 
made upon the Nabob, the following 
poftfcript was accordingly added to Mr. 
Haftings’s inftructions. 


«« Anp we further direé you, to ap- 
ply to the Nabob for the twenty lacks 
of rupees, the amount of the bond he 
gave at the time the treaty was made 
with him, to the members of the Sele¢t 
Committee then prefent in Calcutta; to 

D2 which 
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which fum, notwithftanding they re- 
turned the bond, we conceive the Com- 
pany have a title. You will therefore 
ufe your beft endeavors to recover the 
fame as foon as poffible, as the tranqui- 
lity of the country, by the fuccefs of 
our arms, has undoubtedly enabled him 
to difcharge the above obligation.” 


Mr. Amyatt judging it neceflary to 
make fome reply to the arguments con- 
tained in my minute, it is here infert- 
ed, left it fhould be faid, that any thing 
is omitted, although not material to the 
prefent fubject. 


«© The minute given in by the Prefi- 
dent the 22d of March, has not in the 
leaft altered the fentiments of Mr. A- 
myatt, in regard to the demand pro- 
pofed by him to be made from Coffim 
Allee Cawn, of the twenty lacks of 
rupees for the ufe of the Company, as 
he finds nothing in the minute to inva- 
lidate the reafon which induced him to 
propofe that the demand fhould be made; 


nor 
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nor did any minute or expreffion of Mr. 
Vanfittart’s ever imply fuch money was 
not to be received, but the contrary, and 
only refted the payment of it to the 
Nabob’s generofity, after his other ex- 
pences were defrayed, which was not 
rifking much ; for while we remain fo 
powerful in this country, fuch a promife 
the Nabob will look on as binding as a 
bond, and the taking a bond might 
have bad appearances ; for itis acknow-= 
ledged, that a paper was received from 
him, containing a promife of twenty 
Jacks of rupees to Meff. Vanfittart, Cail- 
laud, Holwell, Sumner, and M‘Gwire. 
Now it is not to be imagined, that he 
would have offered fo large a fum to thefe 
gentlemen, to the exclufion of the other 
members of the Council and Select Com- 
mittee (an offer before unprecedented) 
but as a confideration to engage them to 
conclude with him a treaty, from whence 
he was to reap fo much advantage, with- 
out regarding the opinions of the reft of 
the Board. As therefore they could have 
no right to receive money upon fuch 

D 3 terms, 
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terms, and Mr. Amyatt is willing to be-~ 
lieve they have not; if they thought 
proper of themfelves to fign a treaty on 
the part of our Honorable Mafters, the 
confideration for fo doing ought to be 
paid to thofe who were to be the only 
lofers, in cafe of ill confequences arifing 
thencefrom. 

Tue parallel between the prefent re~ 
ceived by Mr. Amyatt in common with 
the whole Board, as well as with the 
army and navy ; and this of twenty lacks, 
intended for five gentlemen only, is as 
unjuft, as it would be to make a parallel 
between the two revolutions; the one 
eftablifhed in confequence of the over- 
throw of a common enemy ; the other 
in direct breach of the former engage- 
ments; the act of only part of the 
Council, and to which, had all the mem- 
bers been confulted, the majority would 
probably have objected. Mr. Amyatt 
withes he could agree with the Prefi- 
‘dent, that the Nabob is well difpofed 
towards us; if that were the cafe, there 
would be no neceflity at this time of our 

fending 
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fending Mr. Haftings up to him. The 
whole tenor of his conduct demonftrates 
the contrary; he is keeping up, and 
daily increafing a rabble of an army, at 
an immenfe expence; which he can do 
from no other motives, but from diftrutft, 
and a defire of being independent of us, 
as he may command, by virtue of the 
treaty, the fervice of our troops for all 
occafions. He now remains at the ex- 
tremity of the country, through his fuf- 
picions of us; and in order to be at a 
greater diftance from our fettlements, has 
determined on removing the feat of his 
government to Rajemahl; and indeed it is 
no wonder he fhould entertain thefe fuf- 
picions, as he can have no fecurity that 
we will keep our faith with him, bet- 
ter than we did with his father-in-law, 
to whom we were bound by engage- 
ments, more folemn than thofe fince en- 
tered into with him; nor can he ever 
acquit himfelf of his own treachery to 
Jaffer Allee Cawn, which muft ever 
keep alive the fufpicions now burning in 
his heart. Mr. Amyatt does not allow 

D 4 the 
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the fmalleft degree of merit to Coffim 
Allee Cawn, for having difcharged the 
payments due to the Company and his 
troops; his being in a condition to do 
fo, was entirely owing to the happy 
change of affairs by the defeat of the 
Shahzada. The fame fuccefs would 
have equally enabled Meer Jaffier to do 
fo. But moreover, Coffim Allee Cawn 
has taken the opportunity of the tran- 
quility of the country, to commit the 
moft unheard of exactions and oppreffi- 
ons; and (as a further proof of his re- 
gard for us) more particularly againft 
fuch as were our avowed friends ; Ram- 
narain, with many others, are now the 
unhappy inftances thereof, by the giving 
up of whom, and becoming in every 
thing fince fubfervient to the Nabob’s 
views, without keeping up any intereft 
or friendfhip with any other of the lead- 
ing men in the country; there is not a 
man of any rank or confequence, as dare 
fo much as vifit, or have the leaft con- 
nection with any of our chiefs or com- 

manders, 
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manders, as their letters to the Board at 
different times can teftify.” 


To which I only anfwered thefe few 
words to clofe the fubject. 


«Tue Prefident begs leave to ob- 
ferve, that the treaty entered into with 
Coffim Allee Cawn, properly came un- 
der the province of the Sele€& Commit- 
tee, and all the members thereof, who 
were prefent in Calcutta, were unani- 
mous in their opinion of it. As to the 
remarks on the confequences of that 
treaty, they are the fame as have alrea- 
dy been often mentioned; and upon 
which we may expect fhortly the fen- 
timents and directions of our Honorable 
Matters.” 

Mr. Haftings fet out the 9th of A- 
pril onthis commffion, and arrived at Pat- 
na the fecond of the month following ; 
here he expected to have met Mr. Ellis, 
and to have conferred with him upon the 
fubje@&t of that gentleman’s late difputes 
with the Nabob; -but he was then at 
Singia, acountry-houfe about fifteen miles 


diftant 
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diftant from the factory ; and continued 
there during the whole time of Mr. Haf- 
tings’s ftay at Patna, which was five days. 
Difappointed of this interview, Mr. Haf- 
tings proceeded to Serferam, where the 
Nabob then lay encamped, and delivered 
to him the fubftance of the commiffion, 
which he had received from the Board. 
The Nabob expreffed much offence at 
the charge of his having fhewn a jea- 
Toufy of the Englifh, and liftened to the 
fuggeftions of thofe who ftrove to create 
a mifunderftanding between him and the 
Company. He declared with warmth, 
that though he had caufe to complain of 
individuals amongft the former, yet he 
regarded the Englifh in general as his 
beft friends, and the Company as his 
fupport; and that he knew of no perfon 
that ftrove to create a mifunderftanding 
between him and the Company but Mr. 
Ellis, repeating all the grievances which 
he had fuffered from that gentleman. 
He afterwards gave Mr. Haftings a reply 
im writing, to the meflage which he had 
brought, in the following terms. 
Tranflation 
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Tranflation of the Nabob’s Reply to the 
Reprefentations of the Board. 


és HAT you, gentlemen, fhould 
unreafonably demand twenty 

lacks of rupees of me, furprizesme great- 
ly. This is a behavior unbecoming men 
of dignity, in whom it 1s doubtlefs im- 
proper, after having refufed a thing, to 
repent of it, and demand it in the name 
of their mafters. It is true, I formerly 
offered to give fuch a fum to Mr. Van- 
fittart, and fome other gentlemen; but 
they pofitively refufed to accept it, fay- 
ing, ‘¢ We are well-wifhers of the Com- 
pany, and defire nothing for ourfelves ; 
give the Company the three provinces of 
Burdwan, &c. and that is fufficient.” 
Now moft of the gentlemen, to whom I 
made this offer, have left the country ; 
and as to the one or two who {till re- 
main here, I do not think that they will 
demand it of me. You, Sir, who are 
come to this place to bring fo unjuft a 
claim, on what pretence, and with what 
defign do you do fo? You oughttokeepin 
view, 
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view, gentlemen, the agreement I made 
with you, in relation to the affairs of the 
Company; wherein, when I agreed to 
give them the three provinces of Burd- 
wan, &c. you promifed, on their part, 
and gave it me in writing, that after hav- 
ing received thefe provinces, you would 

not afk a * farthing more of me. 
Havina accordingly fully complied 
with my agreements, I did befides, at 
the inftance and defire of Mr. Vanfittart, 
and of my own free will, give the Compa-~ 
ny five lacks of rupees over and above ; 
willing thereby to give Mr. Vanfittart 
a credit with the Company, and that 
they might regard me as their friend in 
every re{fpect. By the grace of God, I 
have compleatly fulfilled the treaty, and 
have not, ina fingle inftance, deviated 
from it. Yet, gentlemen, notwithitand- 
ing this treaty you folemnly made with 
me, and ratified with the feal of the 
Company, you now demand a fum of 
money from me, which I have never 
borrowed 


- * In the ‘original a dam, the fortieth part of a 
rupeg. 
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borrowed of you, nor obliged myfelf to 
pay; nor have you, in any manner, the 
Jeaft claim on me. I owe nobody a fin- 
gle rupee, nor will I pay your demand, 
This new cuftom which you are endea~ 
voring to fet up, in violation of the trea~ 
ty between us, this cuftom fo calcu- 
lated for raifing a difturbance, I will 
not admit nor hear of. 

You fay, that I fhould remove out of 
my mind, whatever jealoufy I may have 
of the Englith. This particular furpriz- 
ed me much ; for from what, that I haye 
faid, does this jealoufy appear? And who 
has reported fuch a falichood to you? 
it is proper that you fhould make dué 
enquiry into this affair. I have before 
wrote to the Governor, of the proceed- 
ings of your dependents; and it is the 
way of the world, that amongft fathers 
and fons, brothers, friends and intimates, 
differences will fometimes arife, but 
foon give place to friendfhip and bene- 
volence; nor were any of thefe matters 
of fuch confequence, that from them 
you fhould fufpect my fincerity, and 

fend 
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fend me a meffage fo different from the 
rules and language of friendfhip. 

Y ou are pleafed to fay, there are mif- 
chievous and malevolent men, who pro- 
pagate fcandalous {tories of you, gen- 
tlemen. I have before wrote repeated- 
ly, that whatever villain, in my counfels, 
dare {peak ill of you before me, the mo- 
ment he were known, he fhould be punifh- 
ed. Nowif fuch an one is known to you, 
gentlemen, write me his name, that I 
may make an example of him. Many 
new factories have been eftablifhed in 
every part of the country, both on the 
Company’s account, and by private gen- 
tlemen ; and a trade carried on in all 
forts of goods, fuch as it was never yet 
the cuftom to trade in. To this day, 
neither I nor my people, have ever of- 
fered them the leaft obftruction, nor 
caufed them the lofs of one rupee. It 
grieves me, that without caufe or en- 
quiry, you, gentlemen, fuffer fuch fuf- 
Ppicions to take place in your hearts, and 
declare them to me, your friend. Who 
it is belonging to yourfelves, that is con- 

tinually 
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tinually {peaking ill of me, propagating 
calumnies againft me, and reprefenting 
me to you as your enemy, is not unknown 
to you. The acts of violence committed 
by Mr. Ellis before my face ; the infults 
on my people, and the difturbances raif- 
ed in the country ; my authority render- 
ed contemptible to all [ndoftan ; and ob- 
ftructions thrown in the way of every 
bufinefs of the government, in the pro- 
vince of Bahar. All thefe have I fully 
reprefented in my letters to Mr. Vanfit- 
tart from the beginning till now, nor fhall 
I dwell on fuch a fubjeé&t afreth ; becaufe 
I am well perfuaded, that Mr. Vanfit- 
tart, and the gentlemen of the Council 
will make a {trict enquiry into this af- 
fair, and bring to condign punifhment 
whoever, without caufe or reafon, has 
acted as my enemy; that, for the fu- 
ture, no one may give interruption to 
my bufinefs, nor interfere in the affairs 
of my government. Until you make 
enquiry into his behavior, and bring 
him to punifhment, my authority will 
never be eftablithed. 

¥ You 
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You fay, I fhould look upon the 
friendfhip and treaties of Englifhmen as 
fincere and inviolable. I have been long 
convinced, gentlemen, that our friend- 
fhip would by no means be interrupted ; 
_and in fpite of the mifchievous flanders 
of malicious men, the foundations of 
our amity would be unfhaken ; becaufe 
I know for certain, that the Englith ne- 
ver break their treaties and agreements, 
and that all their enquiries are fincere 
and impartial.” 

As this reply taxed Mr. Ellis by 
mame, with being the author of all the 
animofities then fubfifting between him 
and the Council, and in terms which 
left no room for any future reconcilia- 
tion, Mr. Haftings (that the firft defign 
of his vifit might not be fruftrated in 
the beginning) prevailed upon the Na- 
bob to confent, that he fhould defer 
fending it to the Board, till he had writ- 
ten to Mr. Ellis, and founded his dif- 
pofition with refpect «to the means of 
putting an end tothe difference between 

them. 
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them. He acordingly wrote to Mr. El- 
lis the following letter. 


Copy of a Letter from Mr. Hattings zo 
* Mr. Ellis. Dated Serfaram, May 13, 
1762. 


I T was a difappointment to me, 
that I could not fee you at Patna 
before I proceeded to the Nabob’s camp- 
You cannot be ignorant of the commif- 
fion which I have received from the 
Board, with which my inclinations fo 
heartily concur, that I fhould have 
eagerly embraced every occafion to create 
a good underftanding between the Nabob 
and every perfon employed in any part 
of confequence under the Company ; 
knowing how effential fuch a temper is 
to the fuccefs of our affairs, I was in 
hopes, that a meeting with you might 
have enabled me the more effeCtually to 
promote this defign, as you could have 
inftructed me with the caufes of the late 
difagreements between yourfelf and the 
Nabob; and pointed outfuch expedients, 
as were the moft likely to remedy them. 
Vot. II. E YourR 
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Your motives for denying me that 
opportunity (which, though but as a 
compliment due to a member of your 
own Board, I might have expected) are 
beft known to yourfelf. However, fet- 
ting afide all perfonal confiderations, I 
am yet willing to give you and the warld 
a proof of my defire to remove é¢very 
eceafion of diftruft or diffenfion which 
may difturb the public affairs, in offer- 
ing you freely my afliftance, to promote 
a better difpofition between the Nabob 
and yourfelf, than I find at prefent fab- 
fitting. . 

I wiLz not conceal from yeu, that 
he charges you with attempting to breed 
a difagreement between him and the 
Company; and has declared it in his 
reply to the mefflage, which I carried 
him from the Board. 

I conress, I am not pleafed to in- 
terfere in fuch a fubject; but would 
rather with to conciliate matters, were 
it in my power. For this reafon, J 
have deferred delivering the Naboh’s re~ 
ply in my letters to the Board, till E rts 

| ceive 
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eeive your anfwer, with which I hope 
to be foon fevered.” 


Zo abes Letter Mr. Ellis made the fallaw- 
ing Reply Dated Singia, May 17, 
1762. 

‘aa-T AM this moment favored with 

yours of the 13th. It was im- 

poflible fer me to know, that our meet- 

ing was in any degree neceflary, unlefs 
“you had told me fo; for to this time'I 
am no further acquainted with what com- 
sniffion you have received fromthe Board, 
than what was once mentioned in 4 pri- 
vate letter, viz. to remove the Nabob’s 
Jealoufies ; neither do] think any mem- 
dr of the Board could reafonably ex~ 
pect thet I fhould pay him the compli- 
ament of travelling fifteen mules at this 
feafon, when he never advifed me of ‘his 
approach, without which I could bé at 
mo certainty, either as to the time of his 
arrival, or ftay at Patna; and indeed 
common report informed me, of your 
having fet Gut for the Nabob’s cainp fome 
days buferestIeems you did. 
27125 E 2 THE 
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Tre laudable defire you exprefs, of 


removing every occafion of diftruft or 
difagrecment that may difturb the public 
affairs, be affured, fhall meet with every 
affifttance in my power; nor can you 
with more ardently for the effecting fo 
good a work than I do myfelf. The caufes 
of the Nabob’s late behavior 1 cannot 
account for; unlefs it be, my not hav- 
ing concurred in fentiment with thofe 
gentlemen who raifed him to the muf- 
nud. rom the time of my taking 
charge of the Company’s affairs in this 
province, I have ever been {olicitous to 
keep up a harmony and good under- 
ftanding, not only with the Nabob, but 
‘his officers; they on the contrary have 
been mott induttrious to deftroy it. Twice 
jas the city of Patna been alarmed with 
areport, that the Englith intended to 
attack it; and in confequence thereof, 
euns mounted, guards augmented, gates 
fhut, and admittance denied to every one 
belonging to the factcry; and all this 
without the leaft plaufible pretence what- 
ever being given. The falfehoods in- 

duiftrioufly 
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duftrioufly propagated of my defign to 
take Mongheer you can be no ftranger 
to, nor the ridiculous light in which 
they appear. On all occafions the Eng- 
lith are reprefented as the Nabob’s great- 
eft enemies ; and it is notorious, that no 
man who values his favor dares appear 
in the factory. 
- Tue Nabob accufes me of attempt- 
ing to breed a difagreement between him 
and the Company; after what he has 
accufed other gentlemen of, nothing of 
this kind is furprizing. However, a ge- 
neral charge amounts to very little. This 
term he has g,ven, without any grounds, 
to my feizing Coja Antoon. I had be- 
fore made repeated complaints. to him 
of the interruption given our bufinefs ; 
which being little or not at all regarded, 
it became a dutyincumbenton me «o take 
other meafures, for fecuring one of the 
moft valuable branches of the Company’s 
commerce. Of the infults received in the 
{eizure, detention, and lofs of my boats, 
I have acquainted you; as likewafe the 
affront the Nabob has given me, in not 
E 3 an{wer- 
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anfwering my letters; but notwithftand- 
ing the firft or fecond inftance of this 
kind, I continued writing to him on 
bufinefs, till my hircaras were ill treat- 
ed in his camp. 

Tue firft grand ftep towards obtain- 
ing the defired end, will be for the Na- 
bob to remove from about his perfon all 
thofe who at prefent peifon his mind 
with falfe and idle ftories. Let him ef- 
teem the Englifh as his beft and only 
friends, and as fuch place an entire con- 
fidence inthem. If any caufe of difguft 
appears, let him apply to thofe who are 
intrufted with the management of the 
Company’s affairs to have the matter 
cleared up, which he may always be af- 
{ured of. For my own part, I fhall ne- 
ver do any thing, but what I will affert 
to him and the world; and I appeal to 
Rajebullub, or any other perfon in office 
at Patna, whether upon any complaint 
being lodged againft our fervants under 
my jurifdiction, I have not given them 
a {peedy and ample fatisfaction ; and all 
I defire is, that they would act in the 
fame 


en 
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fame manner towards the fervants of the 
government who infult and treat us il. 
This would create a mutual confidence, 
and put an end to the prefent diffen- 
fions.”’ 


Ir is plain from this letter, that Mr. 
Ellis thought of nothing lefs than a 
peaceable accommodation; and to at- 
tempt it any longer might only ferve to 
make matters yet worfe, by adding fuck 
to the mutual refentment already fuf- 
ficiently inflamed. Mr. Haftings there- 
fore judged it needlefs and improper ta 
oppofe any longer the Nabob’s defire ; 
that his reply fhould be fent to the Board. 
He accordingly difpatched it with the 
following letter, and fent Mr. Ellis a 
copy of the part of it, which concern- 
ed him, inclofed in a letter, which he 
wrote to him at the fame time, of which 
I fhall alfo infert an extract. 


E 4 Copy 
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Copy of a Letter from Mr. Hattings fo 
tle Goverucr and Council. Dated Jam- 
mure, Muy 24, 1762. 


ce PON my arrival at the Nabob’s 

camp, I informed him of the 
fubftance of my inftructions, and added 
fuch affurances, as I judged moft condu- 
cible to remove any diftruft that might 
have arifen in his mind. His reply I 
have the honor to tran{mit to you, in the 
inclofed paper, which I received from 
him, figred with his own hand; and I 
fhall wait your fuither commands for my 
condudét, in relation to the matters con- 
tained therein. 

Twitt not take upon me to judge 
of the difputes which have arifen be- 
tween the Naboh end Mr. Ellis; nor 
am I properiy qualifed to give my fen- 
timents upon them, being as yet only 
acquainted with the complaints of the 
former. But I think I cannot better ac- 
quit myfelf of the tafk which you have 
enjoined me, and which my duty to the 
fervice requires from me, than by offer- 


ine 
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ing my opinion in general, that in all 
‘differences between the Company’s fer- 
vants, or inferior agents, and the go- 
vernment, if proper juftice cannot be 
obtained from the Nabob, or thofe au- 
thorifed to act under him, application 
fhould be made to the Board, and no 
perfon be allowed on any pretence to ufe 
violent means for the redrefs of his own 
grievances ; this method, till lately, has 
been conftantly and univerfally obferved 
in all our concerns, not only before the 
reftoration of the Company’s privileges, 
but by thofe who have fince had the ad- 
miniftration of their affairs, and who 
will hardly be fufpected of having neg- 
lected the honor of the nation, or the 
intere{t of their employers. In effedt, it 
is only by referving to yourfelves the pri- 
vilege of deciding on all matters of con-- 
tention, that the authority of the Board 
can be maintained, or the publick tran- 
quility fecured.” 


Extra 
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Extra& of a Letter from Mr. Hattings 
to Mr. Ellis. Dated Jammore, May 
27, 17062. 

«é AD your reply to my firft letter 

contained any circumftance that 

would have ferved to remove the unfa~ 
vorable opinion, which the Nabob has 
conceived of you, from the late contefts 
between you, I fhould gladly have pur- 
fued the fentiments with which I under- 
took my prefent commiffion ; and have 
endeavored to perfuade the Nabob, to 
omit the mention of your name, tm his 
reply to the meffage which I brought 
him from the Board. But as you have 
propoted nothing but what, if infifted 
upon, would have widened the breach, 
inftead of clofing it; and all his letters 
to the Governor have been filled with 
complaints of your behavior, which he 
has declared he will not retract, I have 
left him to purfue the ditates of his 
own refentment. This complaint hav- 
ing been fent through my hands, I will 
dea¥ fo open with you, as to give you 
this 
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this timely notice of it, by fending you 
an extract of that part of his letter which 
concerns yourfelf.” 


To thefe I will add fome other letters 
of my correfpondence with Mr. Haftings, 
which relate to the difputes between the 
Nabob and Mr. Ellis, and thew the pains 
ineffectually taken tomake peace between 
them. 


Extract of a Letter from Mr. Hattings 
to the Governor. Serfaram, May 13, 
1762. 


< F Desrrevd Mr. Ironfide to inform 
you yefterday of our arrival at Ser- 
faram on the gth inftant. I proceeded 
directly to the Nabob’s tent. He re- 
ceived me with great pohtenefs, and en- 
quired in a friendly manner after your 
health. This vifit paffed only in general 
converfation. The next evening I open- 
ed to him the fubject of my commiffion 
from the Board, which I gave him in 
writing, and pretty nearly in the car- 
re{pondent wards of the letter, the poft- 
{cript 
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{cript excepted, which I read to him 
from the original, and (not without fome 
difficulty) explained to him. 

Hr expreffed much diffatisfaction, 
that he fhould be charged with enter- 
taining a jealoufy of the Englith, which 
he faid, argued fome mifbehavior in him 
towards them, as the confequence of 
fuch fentiments ; and challenged me to 
mention one inftince of his having be- 
trayed a want of confidence in the Com- 
pany, or deviated from the treaty with 
them. Itis true, he added, he had fre- 
quent fubject of complaint againft the 
Englith dependents ; but that made no 
alteration in his engagements with their 
principals, or his particular obligations 
to you. He was as little pleafed with 
the affertion, that the people about his 
perfon had given occafion to any difter- 
ence between him andthe Englifh. Hede- 
fired that they might be named, and de- 
clared, thaton whomfoever fucha fact was 
proved, he would put him todeath. But 
(proceeded he) «* If you are yet at a lofs 
to know who it is amongft yourfelves, 

that 
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that f{trives to create a mifunderftanding 
between us, I will name him. It is 
Mr. Ellis, who, by his acts of violence 
committed on my fervants, and the un- 
provoked attacks, which he is daily mak- 
ing upon my authority, has not only 
given cncouragement to my enemies, and 
the difaftected people in my own fervice, 
but has given occafion to fuch reports 
to the difcredit of my government, at 
the court of Shuja Dowla, as might be 
of the worft confequcnce to my affairs.” 
Wits regard to Mr. Ellis, Iam at 

a lofs how to act; his behavior, in my 
opinion, ha been fo imprudent, and 
his difaredtion to the Nabob fo mani- 
feitly inveterate, that a proper repre- 
{entation cf it, cannot tail to draw upon 
him the fevereft refentment of the Com- 
pauy. Lutbeades my averfion to violent 
meafures, the length of time before the 
Company’s notice of thcfe affairs could 
reach us, and the fupport that the moft 
glaring mifconduct in, him would meet 
with from a majority ‘of the Board, have 
inclined mg rather to make choice of 
fuch 
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fuch means, as may be more likely to 
conciliate, than inflame our mutual ani- 
mofities. With this view I have wrote 
to Mr. Ellis a letter, of which the in- 
clofed is acopy, and will acquaint you 
with his anfwer. If he accepts of my 
offer, I will do him every good office 
that I can with the Nabob. If he de- 
clines it, I will not only let the Nabob 
purfue his own meafures, but will even 
join him, in endeavoring to confute the 
afperfions which have been made ufe of, 
to ruin his credit with the Company.” 


Extract of a Letter from the Governor to 
Mr. Hattings. Duted May 26, 1762. 
a Hap the pleafure to receive this 

morning your favor of the 13th. 
The Nabob’s anf{wer tothe reprefentations 
you made him on the part of the Board, 
is exactly uniform with all his former 
declarations, in regard to the difputes 
that have arifen between him and Mr. 
Ellis; and this uniformity is a {trong 
proof with me, that he fpeaks with a 


good confcience, and has reafon on hié 
fide, 
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fide. However, as 1 love peace and 
quietnefs, and have learnt to make al- 
Jowances for the different tempers and 
paffions of different men, I approve en- 
tirely of your endeavors to conciliate 
matters between the Nabob and Mr. 
Ellis, and wifh, that the laft may ac- 
cept of your good offices; if not, you 
can do no otherwife than reprefent ful- 
ly to the Board, the Nabob’s anfwer to 
the fubject-matter of your inftructions.” 


Extraé of a Letter from Mr. Haftings 
to the Governor. Dated Jammore, 
May 26, 1762. 


HE world, judging only from 
facts, fees the Nabob’s authori- 

ty publickly infulted; his officers im- 
prifoned; feepoys fent again{t his forts ; 
and is told, that the chief of the Eng- 
lith, in thefe parts, difavows the Nabob’s 
right to the Subahfhip. The obvious 
end of fuch fymptcms is an open rup- 
ture. The Nabob’s enemies receive en- 
couragement from this hope; and the 
traitors about his perfon, ufe it as an 
argument 
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argument to them to perfift in their re- 
volt. Shuja Dowla is informed, that the 
Englith have actually commenced hofti- 
lities with the Nabob ; nor need I take 
notice how fatal fuch a notion might 
prove to the Nabob and to us, was not 
Shuja Dowla too much engaged with o- 
ther defigns, to take advantage of the 
weakne({s of this government. 

WueEn I accepted of this commif- 
fion, I pleafed myfelf with the hopes of 
being an inftrument of reconciling all 
differences between the Nabob and the 
Englifh, and putting an end to all ani- 
mofities. This I now find an impoffi- 
ble tafk ; the gentlemen who have taken 
upon them to condemn his promotion, 
have too publickly proclaimed their dif- 
approbation of that meafure, and their 
hatred to the Nabob, which have been 
repeated to him, probably with exagge- 
rations. He has been told, that Meff. 
Aimyatt, Ellis, and Carnac, have in 
their letters to their * friends in Eng- 

land, 

* The Nabob’s exrreffion was, that they had 


wrote to the Company, which, at this time, net- 
ther 
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land, ufed every argument to procure an 
order from the Company, to annul the 
meafures taken in favor of him ; and re- 
prefented his charaéter in the moft hate- 
ful terms; that Mr. Fullerton was alfo 
charged to affift in perfon their projet 
of depofing him; and that they have 
fworn together to his ruin; that they 
have difcovered a flaw in his title to the 
Subahfhip from our treaty, &c. &c. 
True or falfe, the Nabob has received 
thefe ftories from their intimate acquain- 
tance, who may have forged a part, but 
could not have invented the whole.” 


Iuap always flattered myfelf with 
the hopes, that the Company’s ap- 
probation of the revclution in favour 
of Meer Coffim would have been 
fuch, as to have reftrained the defigns 
of the party formed again{ft him; and 


ther Mr. Haftings nor I had any conception of, as 
no fuch letter had pafled thro’ the ufual channel; 
but it fecms he meant the letter which had been 
written privately by thofe gentlemen, and fome o- 
thers of the Council, to the Seleét Committee in 
England ; which has fince appeared in print. 


Vou. I. F thefe 
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thefe hopes were greatly encouraged by 
the letter which arrived in the month of 
April; but the fecond, which arrived 
not till a month after, was expreffed in 
fuch ambiguous terms, as might eafily 
be conftrued by a party fpirit into a dif- 
approbation of it. 

Tue following are extracts of both 
letters. 


Extract of the Company's general Letter 
to Beugal. Daercd June 1g, 1761. 


a PON perutal of the faid feveral 
letters and papers, we have the 
agreeable tatisfaCtion oi finding, that the 
great revolution in the Subahfhip there- 
in-inentioned, has been and is likely to 
prove greatly advantageous to the Com- 
pany. We have not now time to enter 
into any particulars on this happy event ; 
and can therefore only recommend, and 
leave it to you, to act in fuch manner 
vas fhall be moft for the Company’s in- 
tere{t. 
We clearly fee, that this revolution 
has been happily brought about, princi- 


pally 
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pally by the good conduct and addretfs of 
our Prefident Vanifittart; and we ac- 
cordingly fincerely and heartily return 
him our thanks for his great fervices, and 
difinterefted behavior on this occafion.” 


Extract of the Company's general Letter 
to Bengal. Dated September 30, 1761. 


ae HIS is the third revolution in 
Bengal, wherein the very being 

of the Company has been, and from 
their confequcaces may ftill be at attake. 
Your advancing Jather Allee Cawn to 
the Subahfhip, in the room of Serajah 
Dowla, was undoubtedly a neceffary mea- 
fure, as well for the gcod of the coun- 
try in general, as the intereft of the Com- 
pany in particular. Your afterwards de- 
pofing Jather Allee Cawn, and tetting 
Cofiim Allee Cawn in his room, we hupe 
alfo was done with the fame view. Up- 
on this prefumption and confidence, thet 
no other motives whatfoever had any 
influence upon you. We muit icok 
on the meafures purfued on this occai:on 
as unavoidable; at the fame time we 
¥ 2 cannot 
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cannot help obferving, that it is by the 
great regard the Company have always 
had to a faithful obfervance of their a- 
grecments, they have acquired and hi- 
therto preferved a reputation with the 
natives of India. Wecould have wifh- 
ed thercfore the ftuation of affairs would 
have admitted keeping terms with Jaf- 
fiir Allee Cawn, that even the leaft han- 
dle fora pretence might not have been 
oiered to prejudiced people, to make ufe 
oOo, to throw any reflection upon the 
trenfaction.” 


Tur genticmen who had joined a- 
cami the Nabop, did not fail to turn 
this lafl paragraph to their own purpote ; 
publithing it throughout the country 
with their own interpretations, and con- 
Gacntly cchiring, that the next ftep 
ywould bean entire difavowal ef his pro- 
mietion, With orders i coniequence to 
fecore Nicer jamer: Thefe declarations 
feon reacned the Nabob’s ears, 2s no 


: : Ra ce xe : 
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on the Nabob very {oon after in the fol- 


lowing letter. 


Extracd of a Letter from Mr. Wallirgs 
to the Governor. Dated Mongheer, 
July 14, 1762. 

ec J INFORMED you fome time ago, 

that the natural inference which 
might be drawn from the extract of the 
laft letter from the Company, was fo 
little in favor of the Nabob, or the late 
revolution, that I had evaded giving him 

a tranflation of it; and only told him, 

that the Company had applauded the 

meafures which had been taken in his 
promotion, and recommended the ftri@ - 
eft union and harmony with the new Na- 
bob, for a prevention of the like necef- 
fity, and for the credit of our faith. Not 
many days after, the Nabob himfelf re- 
peated to me the whole fubfance of that 
extract with fuch hightenings, as a party 

{pirit would naturally give to it; and 

told me, that Mr. Ellis had declared, 

that this difapprobation of the revolution 
would be followed by an order from the 
3 Company 
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Company to overfet it; and that he ex- 
pected great changes when the next fhip 
arrived. ‘The Nabob’s good fenfe made 
it no dificult matter for me to fatisfy 
him how iniprobable fuch an event was ; 
but 1 mention this only to fhew, how 
every occakon is catched at, to fupport 
the credit of an inveterate faction; and 
I iuppofe this will hardly be attributed 
to the Nabob’s invention, or that of the 
people about him.” 


ALTHouGH the many endeavors ufed 
to accommodcte the differences between 
the Nabob and Mr. F]Jis had proved in- 
effectual; and I taw IT had it not in my 
power to give the Nabob any fatisfaction 
for the injuries complained of, I was de- 
firous of trying the only expedient yet 
left, that of engaging the Nabob to 
forget what was pafled, and could not be 
remedied; and, on the other hand, to 
engage Mr. Ellis, to live on better terms 
for the future, and refrain from renew- 
ing the difputes by frefh provocations. 
With this view I propofed to the Board, 

to 
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to make an application to this effect to 
the Nabob, through Mr. Haftings; and 
to give frefh injunctions to Mr. Ellis, 
which was accordingly done in the fol- 
lowing letters. 


Copy of a Letter from the Governor and 
Council (Mef. Vantittart, * M‘Gwire 
and Hay) to Mr. Haftings. Dated 
July 8, 1762. 


“6 E have received a letter from 
; Mr. Ellis, advifing us of the 
Nabob’s refufal of his vifit ; and the Pre- 
fident at the fame time acquainted us 
with the reafons the Nabob gave you for 
this refufal. We have received alfo ano- 
ther letter from Mr. Ellis of the 2cth, 
advifing us, that Rajah Nobit Roy, upon 
his appointment to the Neabut of the 
Bahar province, was forbid by the Na- 
bob to pay him the ufual compliment of 
awifit. The fum of the Nabob’s reafuns 
is this, that having had indignities offer- 
ed him by Mr. Ellis, and having made 
F 4 publick 


.* Who was juft at this time reftored to the fer- 
vice, 
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publick complaints againit him, he 
thought it would be abfurd to receive a 
friendly vifit from him. We mention- 
ed in our laft letter to you, the reafons 
given by Mr. Ellis for thofe proceed- 
ings, of which the Nabob fo much com- 
plains, viz. nis fending feepoys to Mong- 
heer, and his feizing Coja Antoon. We 
fhall not now repeat thofe reafons, as it 
is not our intention to call to mind old 
fubjects of difpute, but rather to fhew 
the Nabob, through your means, the 
neceflity of forgetting them, and endea- 
voring to eftablith a general good under- 
itanding. 

Wr may fay, both of the Nabob and 
Mr. Ellis, that they have becn too ready 
to give credit to reports injurious to each 
other; and this it is eafy to fee has 
been the reafon why things of them- 
felves, of little confequence, have been 
made objects of fuch violent contefts. If 
fudts are thus exaggerated by reports, in 
the compais of thefe provinces, what 
may we not expect to be faid of them in 
other parts of Indoftan? Certainly no- 

thing 
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thing lefs, than that the difputes between 
the Nabob and the Englith chief at Pat- 
na, foretell a breach of the friendfthip 
between the two governments ; and this 
may encourage his enemies and ours to 
attempts, which otherwife they would 
not dare to meditate; nay, this has al- 
ways been the Nabob’s own argument, 
and a very juit one, altho’ he now feems 
to confider it a private quarre] between 
him and Mr. Ellis; we think it can by 
no means be regarded in this light, be- 
caufe in its confequences it muft affect 
the public ; for if fuch a rooted ill-will 
between the Nabob, and one of the 
Company’s principal fervants, is fuftered 
to prevail, the cvil cannot but increafe, 
and the flame fpread daily; more of the 
dependents of each government will in- 
fenfibly adopt the motives of each party ; 
and a fucceffion of prejudiced minds will 
arife, prepared to take every opportuni- 
ty of fomenting the quarrel, and render- 
ing it at length irreconcileable. We de- 
fire therefore that you will ufe your ut- 
imo{t endeavors, by the arguments which 

we 
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we have now mentioned, and all others, 
that may occur to difpofe the Nabob feri- 
oufly and heartily to do his part, towards 
the difpelling of all animofities ; we have 
as {trenuoufly recommended to Mr. Ellis 
to do his part, fo that we hope a cordial 
and friendly intercourfe may in future 
fubfift between them. 

But fhould this, contrary to our 
hopes, be found impracticable, we fhall 
at leaft expect, that the difputes between 
them be fo far accommodated, as to 
be concealed from the world; and that 
all the ufual ceremonies, and publick 
marks of refpect, be reciprocally paid 
and received. So much is abfolutely ne- 
¢effary both forthe Nabob’s reputation and 
the Company’s; and we may add, that 
the fafety and tranquility of the Nabob’s 
government is more particularly con- 
cerned. Mr. Ellis, by propofing a vifit 
to the Nabob, on his arrival at Patna, 
paid the reipe& due from his ftation to 
the rank of the Subah; and we hope 
the Nabob, after having this our advice 
explained to him, wij] not again omit 

the 
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the compliment due from him to a mem- 
ber of this Board.” 


Copy of a Letter from the Governor and 
Council (Mef. Vanfittart, M<‘Gwire 
and Way) to Mr. Eilis. Dated July 
8, 1762. 


<< E have received your letters of 


the 23d and 2sth inftant; the 
firft advifing of the Nabob’s refufing 
your viflit ; the other of his forbid- 
ding Nobit Roy, to pay you that com- 
pment upon his appointment to the 
Neabut of the Bahar province. Mr. 
Haftings tranimitted to the Prefident, by 
the Nabob’s defire, his reafons for re- 
fuling your vifit; of thefe we fend you 
a copy, and purpofely avoid entering into 
any debate upon them ; as inftead of re- 
calling to mind paft difputes, we are en- 
deavoring to fhew the Nabob and you, 
the neceffity of having them entirely 
forgot, anda general good harmony efta- 
blifhed. 
IxncLosep we fend you a copy of our 
inftructions to Mr. Haftings on this fub- 
ject. 
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ject. The reafons therein contained, will 
convince you how much the tranquility 
of the country, and confequently the 
good of the Company, is interefted, in 
putting an end to thefe animofities. An 
intercourfe between the Nabob and you, 
fo far as it regards your public charac- 
ters, is abfolutely neceflary, and we fhall 
always infift on it; but we with for more, 
and {trenuoufly recommend to you to let 
nothing be wanting, on your part, toe- 


{tablifth ahearty friendfhip between you.” 


Mr. Ellis, inftead of complying with 
fo falutary an advice, perfifted always in 
the fame violent fentiments, and wrote 
the following anfwer to the Board. 


Copy of a Letter from Mr. Ellis to the 
Governor and Council. Dated July 23, 
1762. 

‘© W Have been favored with yours of 
] the 8th, inclofing an extract of 

Mr. Haftings’s letter to the Prefident, and 

a copy of your inftructions to that gen- 

tleman, which I fincerely wifh may have 

the 
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has acted too Jong without controul, to 
liften now to any advice however falu- 
tary. 

TuoucGu I never hope to be on a 
footing of friendihip or intimacy with 
the Nabob, yet knowing how neceffary 
it was for the Company’s affairs, and 
more particularly fo for his own, to fave 
appearances, I did not think he would 
have refufed an interview, which, in- 
ftead of occafioning a quarrel, as he ab- 
furdly obferves, might perhans have laid 
the foundation of a future good under- 
ftanding ; but it feems he can conftrue 
the occafion of complaints that heave a- 
rifen, either into a public concern, or a 
private quarrel with Mr. Ellis, as may 
beft fuit his own conveniency. 

ANy overtures that the Nabob may 
make towards a reconciliation I hall 
readily embrace; but after the manner 
in which I have been treated by him, 
none can come from me, without being 
greatly derogatory to the public charac- 
ter I have at prefent the honor to bear. 


am) 
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Rayan Nabit Roy has been permit- 
ted to pay me the compliment of a vilfit, 
which I have returned.” 


A RECIPROCAL animolity, which car- 
ried itfelf to fuch public acts of violence, 
but too loudly proclaimed itfelf to the 
world; and it was foon known, or at 
leaft univerfally believed, that a party 
was formed amongft the Englifh, and 
that a very powerful one, whofe aim was 
to overfet the Nabob; and the frequent 
quarrels raifed with him, were looked 
upon as the effects of that defign. As 
upon fuch oceafions, the dependents ne- 
ver fail to adopt the fentiments of their 
fuperiors, nothing was heard of all over 
the country but outcries on the one 
hand, again{t the tyranny and oppreffi- 
ons of the Englifh and their gomaftahs, 
and on the other, againft the infolence 
and encroachments of the Nabob and 
his officers. Hence arofe a frefh matter 
of contention, more dangerous than any 
of the paft, becaufe it was not confined 
to one place, nor regarded mere points 


of 


T; ranfactions in BENGAL. 79 


of honor, but was diffufed throughout 
the whole country, and touched the ten- 
dereft part of felf-intercf on both tides, 
the very being of the Nabob’s govern- 
ment, and the freedom of the Enshith 
commerce. In effect, this proved the 
crifis of the long depending contetft 5 
and became, from the vinlence with 
which it was carried on, the caufe of 
the rupture which the party fo cerneftly 
wifhed for, little attending to the un- 
happy confequences which it might, and 
which I am forry to fay, if actually 
did produce. This became the fi:bject 
of many of the letters which p.ited be- 
tween Mr. Haftings and me, whilft he 
remained with the Nabob, fome of the 
moft matcrial are here felected. 


Copy of a Letter from Mr. Hattings ro 
the Governor. Dated Bauglepoor, 
April 25, 1762. 

** JT Bec leave to lay before you a 

grievance, which loudly calis for 
redrefs, and will, unlefs duly attendcd 
to, render ineffectual any endeavors to 
create 
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create a firm and lafting harmony be- 
tween the Nabob and the Company. I 
mean, the oppreffions committed under 
the fanction of the Englith name, and 
through the want of fpirit in the Na- 
bob’s fubjects to oppofe them. This 
evil, Iam well aflured, is not confined 
to our dependents alone, but is practifed 
all over the country, by people falfely 
affluming the habits of our {eepoys, or 
calling themiclves our gomaflahs. As 
on fuch occafions the great power of the 
Englifh intimidates the pcople from ma- 
king any refiftance; fo, on the other 
hand, the indolence of the Bengalecs, 
or the ditiiculty of gaining accefs to thofe 
who might do them juftice, prevents our 
having knowledge of the oppreffions, 
and encourages their continuance, to the 
great, though unmerited {candal of our 
government. 

ITuave been furprized to meet with 
feveral Englifh flags flying in places 
which I have pafied; and on the river, 
I do not believe that I paficd a boat 
Without one. By whatever title they 

have 
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have been aflumed (for I could only trutt 
to the information of my eyes, without 
{topping to afk queftions) I am fure 
their frequency can bode no gond to 
the Nabob’s revenues, the quiet of the 
country, or the honor of our nation, 
but evidently tends to leffen each of 
them. 

A PARTY of feepoys, who were on 
the marth before us, afforded fufficient 
proofs of the rapacious and infolent fpi- 
rit of thofe people, where they are left 
to their own ditcretion. Many com- 
plaints againit them were made me on 
the road ; and moit of the petty towns 
and ferais were deferted at our approach, 
and the fhops fhut up, from the appre- 
henfions of the fame treatment from us. 

You are fenfible, Sir, that it is from 
fuch little irregularities, too trivial per- 
‘haps for public compiaint, and conti- 
nually repeated, that the country pcople 
are habituated to entertain the moft un- 
favorable notions of our government ; 
and by them the Englith credit fufters 
much more than by matters which are 


Vo t. I. G made 
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made of greater confequence in the de- 
bates between the Nabob and us. 

You have already pointed out one 
method, by which the truth of the com- 
plaints again{ft our gomaftahs, may be in- 
quired into and redreffed, which I thall 
not fail to reprefent in a proper manner 
to the Nabob. But nothing I fear will 
reach the root of thefe evils, till fome 
certain boundary be fixed between the 
Nabob’s authority and our privileges. 

W as I to fuppofe myfelf in the place 
of the Nabob, I fhould not be at a lofs 
in what manner to protect my own 
fubjects or fervants from infults; but 
whilft the principle prevails, thatno point 
(however little beneficial to ourfelves) is 
to be given up to the Nabob; and that 
his authority upon every occafion fhould 
be checked for the fecurity of our 
own, I fhould hardly venture to pro- 
pofe to any one, befides yourfelf, to 
reftrain the power of our gomaftahs, to 
the immediate concerns of the Company 
or their fervants, to which we ourfelves 
are limited by our firmaun, and our trea- 


ry: 


Tranfactions in BENGAL. 83 
ty with the Nabob ; and where any per- 


fons, affluming the Englifh name, are 
guilry of acts of violence or oppreffion to 
any of the Nabob’s fubjects, and with- 
in his jurifdiction, that the magiftrate 
take fuch meafures as his office, and the 
matter in queftion, may require for pre- 
venting them, without making any dif- 
tinction in fuch cafes betwixt our agents, 
and the dependents of the government. 

As the power of executing juftice 
muft be lodged fomewhere, and our fer- 
vants, if injured, have always the means 
of appealing, we may be certain, that 
the magiftrates will be very cautious how 
they give any fuch caufe for complaint, as 
may endanger their difmiffion, which 
{hould be infifted on as the flighteft pu- 
nifhment for any notorious perverfion of 
juftice. 

Witu regard to the abufe ee: our flag, 
in defrauding the government of its du- 
ties, I know no method fo likely to 
prove effectual, as thofe which have been 
repeatedly recommended, and whieh it 
is needlefs for me to mention. 

G 2 I sHALL 
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.+i.suHaat. forbear faying any -thing 
fully to the Nabab, concerning the com- 
plaints again{t qur people, till J am fay 
vored with your further opinion on this 
fubject, that I may know from thence 
how far Iam to proceed towards fettling 
this point with the Nabob, and prevent- 
ing all future differences, that may arife 
from the prefent uncertain and perplex- 
ed fituation of affairs.” 


Extract of a Letter from the Governor 
to Mr. Haftings. Dated May 2, 1762. 


cc INCE I wrote you laft, I have 
been favored with yours of the 

18th of Aprilfrom Dewanferai, 23d from 
Shahabad, and g5th from Bauglepoor. 
The obfgrvations contained in the laft, 
concerning the unjuft authority exercifed 
all over the country in the Englifh name, 
deferve, immediate attention. Indeed I 
have always thought it a great grievance, 
“anjurious to the Nabob in his revenues 
and, government, and to us in gur repu- 
tation. You know too that I have done 
all in my power to remedy it., I have 
frequently 
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freqtiently requefted of the Nabob,’ to 
make the Drogas ‘of the ‘CHokeys ‘do 
their duty more carefully, and “oblige 
every boat to produce myv dufttick, or 
that of the chief of one of our factories ; 
and where no duftuck appears, to ae 
them till they pay the cuftoms. 

‘ Tue Nabob wrote me, that the Dro- 
gas of his Chokeys were afraid to ftop 
a boat with Englifh colors, and that 
the peons in the boats would not ftop. 
Whereupon I[ fent him, according to 
his requett, thirty duftucks, or orders 
under my hand and feal, importing, that 
all boats fhould be ftopped, and either 
produce their duftuck, or pay the duties. 


Very likely the Drogas of the Cho- 
keys are unfit for their office; they fhould 
be men capable of diftinguifhing a real 
duftuck from a counterfeit, and of judg- 
ing, by the date, whether it has been 
already returned, and fallacioufly made 
ufe of a fecond time; to prevent which, 
an indorfement fhould be made at every 
Chokey upon every duftuck that paffes ; 
and where a boat carries Englifh colors, 

e G 3 without 
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without having a duftuck, it fhould be 
ftopped, and the property particularly 
enquired into; and if it 1s found to be- 
long to a fubject of the Nabob, I think 
he would do right to confifeate the 
whole ; if to a fubject of ours, the Dro- 
ga fhould fend it back with a guard 
to the firft Englifh factory, with a letter 
to the chief, defiring, that the flag might 
be taken away, and the proprietor, pe- 
on, or mangee, who was guilty of the 
abufe, punifhed. I really can think of no 
other precautions for putting a ftop to 
this evil, unlefs it be to place Chokeys 
of my own at convenient diftances, 
with writers furnifhed with the above- 
mentioned inftructions for examining the 
duftucks, &c. and which, if the Na- 
bob thinks it will be ufeful, I am ready 
to do at fuch places as he fhall point out. 
THe number of boats fhould likewife 
be compared with the duftuck, and the 
quantity of goods, in each boat, exa- 
mined with as much exactitude as the 
nature of them will admit; and where 
it is found to exceed the quantity men- 
tioned 
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tioned in the duftuck, the overplus fhould 
be confifcated. 

THE extravagant power, fet up by 
our gomaftahs in many parts of the coun- 
try, isan abufe equally demanding re- 
drefs; and it would be but juft and fair, 
to defire the Nabob to order his fouge- 
dars, and other officers, to take cog- 
nizance of thefe irregularities, and pre- 
vent by force (if neceffary) their inter- 
fering in any affairs of the government. 
Could thefe fougedars and other officers 
be depended on ; and we be affured they 
would not make ufe of that force to take 
away the weavers, and otherwife impede 
the Company’s bufinefs, F fhould im- 
mediately advife and confent to this mea- 
fure, which indeed is the natural, andI 

. fear the only effectual remedy, and is 
what the Nabob has an undoubted right 
todo: Iwill try what effeét a freth and 
ftri€t order to all our gomaftahs and 

-fubordinates may have towards prevent- 
ing their interfering in the affairs of the 
country ; and let the Nabob order his 

, “officers to be full and particular in re- 

G 4 prefenting 
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prefenting to me any circumftances of 
their mifbehavior, dire€ting them at the 
fame time not to fuffer the gomaftahs, or 
their peons, to feize or judge between 
any inhabitants of the country, except- 
ing the Company’s weavers, nor to take 
any officers in the country, as Izardars, 
Wadadars, &c. Thefe I hope may be 
fome fteps towards redreffing this grie- 
vance ; and let the Nabob’s officers, on 
their part, be cautioned not to opprefs 
the Company’s weavers, or in any man- 
ner interrupt their bufinefs. 

J wiz order a lift to be given of all 
the Company’s gomaftahs, with the places 
ef their refidence, from Calcutta and all 
the fubordinates. Thefe may be permit- 
ted to have each a flag at the place of 
their refidence, but all other Englith 
gomattahs fhall be forbid to fet up flags 
in any part of the country. 

Aw order is already made and pub- 
lifhed, forbidding any Europeans from 
going up the country, without firft ap- 
plying for leave to the Prefident and 
Council, and giving fecurity for their 


good 
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good behavior, and that they will not 
meddle in the affairs of the country. At 
the fame time we have directed lifts to 
be given, of all that are at prefent in 
the country, by the gentlemen who em- 
ploy them ; and the fame order we have 
{ent to all the fubordinates, and all who 
cannot produce fecurity tor their good 
behavior, fhall be called away. Thefe 
regulations I -had an opportunity of for- 
warding, upon a complaint made againft 
one Mr. Ivie, at Raugegunge, who is 
ordered down to Calcutta, for pretend-. 
ing to decide caufes between the inhabi- 
tants. 

- Reap all this letter to the Nabob, 
and aflure him, I will do what more may 
be neceflary, to give him full authority 
over his government.” 


LExtraé 
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Extract of a Letter from Mr. Haftings 
fo the Governor. Serfaram, May 18, 
1762. 


‘¢ F ExpPLarNnep to the Nabob what 

you wrote to me concerning the 
abufe of the Enghith name and authori- 
ty, and the expedients propofed for their 
removal, which I extracted from your 
letter, and gave him written under the 
following heads. 

First, That ftrict orders be given to 
the Drogas of the Chokeys, to require 
every Englifh boat that pafles to pro~ 
duce a duftuck, under the feal of the 
government, or any chief of the fubor- 
dinate factories ; and in cafe of a refu- 
fal, that they compel the boats tobring to. 

SeconD, That every boat with Eng- 
lifh colors, and not having a duftuck, be 
{topped ; and if the goods be Englifh 
property, that notice be given to the 
chief of the neareft factory, that it may 
be enquired into; but if it be a property 
of a fubje& of the fircar, that the Na- 

bob 
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bob take what notice of it he may 
think proper. 

Tuirpb, That ftrict orders be given 
to the officers and fougedars of the fir- 
car, if any Englith gomaftah commit 
any act of oppreffion, or interfere in the 
affairs of the government, to forbid them; 
and if they refufe to hear reafon, to 
ufe force to make them defift. 

FourtTuH, That ftrict orders have 
been fent from the Prefidency, that none 
of the gomaftahs, or fervants of the fac- 
tories, intermeddle with the affairs of 
the government ; and that the officers of 
the fircar be likewife ftriGtly enjoined, 
not to obftruct the Company’s butinefs, 
or oppre{s the people employed in it. 

Firtu, That no grants of wadadar- 
rees, farms, or other offices of the go- 
vernment, be allowed to the Company’s 
gomaitahs. 

SixTuH, That the Company’s go- 
maftahs fhall be allowed an Englifh flag 
at the place of their refidence ; but no 
private gomaftahs fhall have an Englith 

flag, 
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flay, or’ alfume any’ diftinGtion from the 
Englith name. 

SevenTH, That, by an order from 
the Prefidency, no European fhall be 
employed in the country without a per- 
miffion from the Board ; and giving {e- 
curity, that he will not interfere in any 
affairs of the government. 

U pon the two firft heads the Nabob 
remarked, that it was to no purpofe for 
him to give fuch orders to his officers, 
though backed with your duftucks, fince 
both have proved ineffectual to reftrain 
the prefumption of our people, who fel- 
dom chufe to produce their duftucks ; 
and if the officer acts as his duty re- 
quires him, a complaint is inftantly fent 
to the next factory of the infolence of 
the Chokeys, the indignity offered to 
our flag, and the infringement of our 
duftucks ; feepoys are difpatched to feize 
the offender; and others, dreading the 
like treatment, let pafs all boats indif- 
crimihately, and amongft them many 
that havé no duftucks. 


“0 FR 
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_ In the third article I havedeviatedalit- 
tle from your inftructions ; asI believe you 
will be convinced, that the gomaftahs are 
‘not to be kept in awe by threats alone ; 
but fome coercive power mutt be allowed 
the magiftrates, without which the go- 
maftahs, knowing the difficulty of find- 
ing out the truth of facts fo remote from 
our enquiries, will be continually inter- 
meddling in matters which do not con- 
cern them. I make no doubt, but the 
officers of the government will be tempt- 
ed, as they have many times done; to 
abufe their authority; but the Compa-: 
ny’s bufinefs, and the Englifh name, 
will fuffer lefs by a few infiances of this 
kind, than by the unlimited power fo 
often affumed by our agents. An ex- 
ample made of the firft attempts of the 
magiftrates to opprefs our people will 
intimidate others ; but to have every lit- 
tle grievance on either fide referred to 
the Nabob or yourfelf, will be a fource 
of perpetual difagreement, and the en- 
quiries will be found fo perplexed, that 
{ doubt, if any redreis will be obtained 
on either fide. 

NoTwitTH- 


904 A NARRATIVE of the 


NoTrwiTHSTANDING this alteration, 
the propofal is not fatisfactory to the 
Nabob, as long as a power is lodged 
with the gentlemen of our factories, on 
every complaint of the gomaftahs, to 
fend out parties of feepoys, again{t fuch 
as they pretend have mifbehaved to them. 
This evil is therefore firft to be redreffed. 

To the fifth, the Nabob gives his 
entire affent; and defires, that the go- 
maftahs, and all others under our pro- 
tection, be forbid to take or follicit of- 
fices under the government, which he 
has found very detrimental to the peace 
of the country. 

Tue fixth, I hope, exprefles your in- 
tention, as the private gomaftahs have 
no need of the protection of the Eng- 
lifh name, to carry on their bufinefs at 
the Aurungs, nor can claim any privi- 
lege above other traders, befides that of 
bringing away their goods when pro- 
vided with the Company’s duftuck. 

To thefe the Nabob defired another 
article might be added, though impli- 
citly included in the foregoing, viz. that 
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the gomaftahs fhall not force their goods 
on his fubjects againft their will, or at 
their own prices, nor compel the work- 
men to provide goods for them at unrea- 
fonable rates; but that every man be 
left at his own option to buy or fell, 
as he finds his advantage in either. 

As the Nabob has no objection to 
any of the means which you have fo 
often propofed, for preventing the dif- 
putes between his people and the Com- 
pany’s, but only to the want of a pro- 
per authority, to enforce the execution 
of them ; he defires, that whatever re- 
gulations you may judge neceflarv, for 
the above end, may be drawn up in 
form, and fent him with the feal of the 
Company; and if your name added to 
it, be not fufficient to prevent future 
cavils, that it be figned likewife by the 
re{t of the Council. Such a warrant will 
limit, beyond the poffibility of a difpute, 
the extent of our privileges, and his au- 
thority, and point out the means, by 
which he may preferve his government 
entire, without incurring the imputa- 

tion 
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tion of trampling on the rights of the 
Company.” 


Extraéd of a Letter from the Governor to 
Mr. Haftings. Dated June 27, 1762. 


as in is a natural right which the Na- 
bob has, in common with all other 
governments, to prevent by force, if 
fair means fail, any injury being done 
to his fubjects by any other perfons. It 
would be almoft abfurd to give a confent 
to this by any public act, and perhaps 
not quite proper, for fear of encourag- 
ing too much the government’s people, 
to exercife this right fometimes in an 
unjuft caufe. But wherever unlawful 
attempts are made by our people, the 
officers of the government muift prevent 
them, by fair means, if poffible; if not, 
oppofe them by force, and it 1s what 
no reafonable man can complain of.” 


I wave chofen to infert thefe letters, 
becaufe they will fhew that the regula- 
tions, which I afterwards agreed upon 
with the Nabob, were not haftily re- 

folved 
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folved upon, but were the refult of a 
long confideration, and the ftrongeft ne- 
ceffity. In the month of June the Na- 
bob came to Mongheer, where he fixed 
his quarters for the rains ; and Mr. Haf- 
tings then took leave of him, and re- 
turned to Calcutta. 

Here the Nabob, being more at lei- 
fure to attend to the complaints of his 
officers and fubjects of the overgrown 
power afflumed by the Englifh agents 
and gomaftahs, I daily received letters 
from him on thofe fubjects. I fhall here 
infert forne of the letters from the Na- 
bob and his officers, in which thofe grie- 


vances are fet forth in the moft ftriking 
colors. 


Tranflation of a Letter from the Nabob 
to the Governor. Received May 1762. 


“6 OU write me, that there mutt 

be mifchievous men about me, 
who by their flanders want to ftir up en- 
mity between me and the Englifh gen- 
tlemen; that I fhould fearch out thofe 


promoters of diffenfion, and bring them 
Vou. Il. H to 
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.to due puhithment. Sir, from the time 
that I entered into an agreement with 
you, and marched out of the Bengal 
province to thefe parts, 1 never infring- 
ed the treaty by obftructing a fingle per- 
fon, gentleman,-or feepoy, or boat, or 
commodity of yours; nor have I fent 
a fingle peon for the cuftomary commif- 
fions from the diftricts which I granted 
to the Company, but have entirely left 
off concerning myfelf about thofe dif- 
tricts, and have not once wrote to you 
on any affair relative to them : fince then 
nothing has been done on my part, which 
might difturb the friendthip and treaty 
fubfifting between us, how can there 
be any room about my perfon for de- 
figning and mifchievous men? And this 
as the way your gentlemen behaves they 
make a difturbante all over my country, 
plunder the people, injure and difgrace 
my fervants, with a refolution to expofe 
my government to contempt; and from 
the borders of Hindoftan to Calcutta, 
make it their buiinefs ta axpofe me to 
icorn. in -eveny. pergana ‘and every 

village, 
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village, they have eftablifhed ten or 
twenty new factories, and fetting up the 
colers, aad fhewing the duftucks of the 
Company, they ufe their utmoft endea- 
vors to opprefs the reiats, merchants, and 
ether people of the country. The duf- 
tacks for fearching the boats, which you 
formerly favored me with, and which I 
fent to every chokey, the Englhifhmen 
by no means regard, but bring fhame 
and difgrace upon my people, holding 
themfelves in readinefs to beat and abufe 
them. Having eftablifhed thefe new fac- 
tories, they carry on fuch bufinefs as the 
Company never heard of; and every 
Bengal-gomaftah makes a difturbance at 
every factory, and thinks himfelf not 
inferior to the Company. In every per- 
ganah, every village, and every fac- 
tory, they buy and fell fair, beetle-nut, 
ghee, rice, ftraw, bamboos, fifth, gun- 
mies, ginger, fugar, tobacco, opium, and 
many other things, more than — can 
write, and which I think it n&tedlefs to 
mention. ‘They forcibly take away the 
goods and commodities of the reiats, 

ty H 2 mer- 
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merchants, &c. for a fourth part of their 
value ; and by ways of violence and op- 
preflions, they oblige the reiats, &c. to 
give five rupees for goods which are 
worth but one rupee; and for the fake 
of five rupees, they bind and difgrace 
an Aflammec*, who paysme one hundred 
rupees malguzarree +; and they allow 
not any authority to my fervants. Near 
four or five hundred new factories have 
been eftablifhed in my dominions ; and 
it is impoffible to exprefs what diftur- 
bances are made in every factory, and 
how the inhabitants are oppreffed. The 
officers of every diftrict have defifted 
from the exercife of their functions ; fo 
that by means of thefe oppreffions, and 
my being deprived of my duties, I fut- 
fer a yearly lofs of near twenty-five 
lacks of rupees. In this cafe, how can 
I keep clear of debts ? How can I pro- 
vide for the payment of my tribute to 
the king, and for the expences of my 
army ca my houfhold? In the perga- 
nah of Dinagepoor, of which I have ap 
point, 
* "A perfon on whom a claim is made, a depen- 
Gatty + The rents, or land-tax. 
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poihted and fent Ramnaut Bahdree col- 
leGtor; befides the old factory, twenty 
new ones have been eftablifhed in one 
gunge *. I have fent for your infor- 
mation a lift, {pecifying the number of 
the factories, and the names of the go- 
mattahs, which I received from the faid 
collector. And every one of thefe go- 
maftahs has fuch a power, that he im- 
prifons the collector, and deprives him 
of all authority whenever he pleafes. 
Therefore I defire you will fpeedily put 
a {top to this method of buying and fel- 
ling ftraw, bamboos, &c. which the 
Company never practifed. As I never 
interfere in any of the diftricts which I 
gave up to the Company, it is proper, | 
that in like manner you and the chiefs, 
and other Englifhmen, fhould not inter- , 
fere in any of the diftricts which, by 
your favor, belong to me. By the grace. 
of God, I neither have tran{greffed, nor 
do, nor will tranfgrefs the treaty and a- 
greement which I have made; why then | 
do the chiefs of the Englifhmen render 
my government contemptible, and em- 

H 3 ploy 


* A large market for grain. 
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ploy themfelves in bringing a lofs upon 
me? Be kind enough to take thefe mat- 
ters into confideration without delay, for 
they expofe my government to {corny 
and are of the greateft detriment to me.” 


Tranflation of a Letter from the Nabob to 
the Governor. Received in April 1762. 


‘6 OU write me, that “as the pro- 

vinces are free from difturbance 
all men have engaged in trade ; that this 
is a means of benefiting the reiats, and 
rendering the country populous ; that I 
fhould fully inform you of the names of 
all fuch as lay afide their trade, and give 
interruption to my bufinefs, together 
with the particulars of their proceed- 
ings; and that you will‘punith them ac- 
cording to their deferts.” 

Ir is true, that by the flourifhing of 
trade, and the free intercourfe of mer- 
chants, a country is rendered populous 
but the gomaftahs, who have gone intothe 
countsyon the part of your gentlemen, re=- 
gardlefs of what any one fays tothem, tn- 
folently ufe vidleiit means tocatry on their 

trafhick ; 
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trafick and whenever a gunge or golah. 
has been eftablifhed, they act as zemin- 
dars, taalookdars, and renters, and leave 
my officers no authority; and befides 
this, they fend other peoples goods with 
their own, under the protection of their 
daftacks. As you have defired me to 
write you the particulars of the oppref- 
fions of your gomattahs, after the arri- 
val of Mr. Haftings, I will fend you a 


circumftantial account of them.” 


Tranflation of a Letter from Syed Rejub 
Allee, Zemindar of Beerbazoo Perga- 
nah. Received the Middle of the Year 
1762. 

- PROM the beginning, the Com- 

pany’s factory has been in Beel- 
coochy, and a cloth bufinefs has been 
carried on there; and I do not neglect 
doing, to the utmoft of my power, what- 
ever the gomaftahs of the factory defire, 
mor was any oppreffion practifed. Who- 
ever traded in copper, toothenague, Or 
cotton, which was fent to the factory 

- the Company, traded fregly, and at 
a H 4 the 
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the market price. Now from Calcutta, 
Dacca, Cheelmary, and Rangamatty, 
numbers of Englifhmen and merchants, 
and the people of Monfieur Chevalier, 
&c. bring into -the perganah, capper, 
toothenague, cotton, tinkal, falt, bee- 
tle-nut, tobacco, rice, muggadooties, 
* Seringa-boats, lack, ftick lack, dam~- 
mar, dried fifth, &c. and all thefe peo- 
ple, affuming the name of the Compa- 
ny, force the reiats, who never dealt in 
fuch commodities, to purchafe them at 
an exorbitant price. Befides this, they 
violently exact large fums for prefents, 
and for their peons expences, and take, 
at a low rate, whatever oil, &c. they 
buy. By means of thefe opprefiions, 
the merchants, peans, reiats, &c. of the 
perganah, have taken to flight, and the 
hauts-, gauts}, gunges||, and golahs§, are 
entirely ruined. Moreover, they prevent 
the rejats from carrying on their bufinefss 


they, 


“* A large kind of canoo, made on the borders of 
Affam. 
+ iA weekly market. “t A cuftem-hoife. 
\ Wholefale markets. § Houfes for grain. 
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they rob and plunder them wherever 
they meet them on the road ;-and ‘giv- 
ing colors and certificates to the mer- 
chants of the perganah, who former- 
ly paid duties, they will not fuffer any 
to be taken from them; and the zemin- 
dars people, reverencing the name of the 
Company, cannot ob{trué& them. Thro’ 
thefe oppreflions, the revenues of the 
government have been abfolutely ruined, 
and the Company’s bufinefs obftructed. 
Being without redrefs, I fend you a vac- 
keel, with a reprefentation of the ftate of 
the perganah, he will inform you of 
all particulars. I hope, that regarding 
my diftreffed condition, you will fend a 
feepoy, with a duftuck, to take my 
country under his protection; and will 
order the gomaftahs of the Beelcoochy 
factory, to put a ftop to the power of 
fuch as trade by force and oppreffions ; | 
to make every one refund what profits 
he has exacted by violence; to put op- 
preffion and injuftice to flight, and to 
have the Company’s bufinefs carried on. 
as formerly. I have acquainted the 
vackeel ' 
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vackeel with the particulars, and he 
will inform you of them.” 


Tranflation pf a Letter from Doolabram,, 
a Renter ta the Nabob. 
HE trade of the falt and bat- 
' ty-wood, in the chuckla of Sil- 
het, has for a long while been granted to 
me; in confideration of which, I pay a 
yearly rent * of 40,000 cawns of cow- 
ries; but now Mr. +, and Chandermun, 
and Coja Marcat, Englifh gomaftahs, 
having brought a large quantity of {alt 
into the aforefaid chuckla, oblige my go- 
maftahs, by force and oppreffion, to pur-~ 
chafe it at an exorbitant price; and hav~ 
ing, by violent means, taken the batty- 
\ood trade, into their own hands, they 
have put a top to my bufinefs, whereby 
I (uffer a very great lofs. Yet the fougedar 
has oppreffively exacted from me the 
uaa rents, plundering my houfe, and 
forcing me from my home; and my 
gompltahs,, by, reafon - -" opprefiions 
‘ of 
ec na Oe ' 


‘m! Walab/abdt £6,000 ‘ruides:= pas! ¢ 
fg. he name not legible in the original. 
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of the Englifh gomaftahs, and the rigor 
and violence with which the malguzar- 
ree is exacted, have taken to flight. I 
therefore hope you will do me the fa- 
vor, to order a perwannah to be wrote 
to the fougedar, either to put a ftop to 
the power of the Englith gomaftahs, or 
elfe not to demand the rents from me.” 


SECTION Xx. 


The Increafe of the Difputes.———Mr. 
Vanfittart’s Journey to Mongheer, and 


Regulations agreed upon with the 
Nabob. 





Great Alarms of an approaching Rupture 
. between us and the Nabob.—Indveafe 
of the Complaints on both Sides:—Let- 
ters containing the Complaints againft the 
‘Engtith Agents end Gomaftahs —Let- 

' “ters containtng the Complaints againf? the 
© ‘Nabob’s Officers. —Debates and Orders 
of the Board upon the Otcafion.—Rea- 
jons for Mr. Vanfittart’s Sourney to 
Mongheer.—He arrives at Moorthe- 
dabad. 
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. dabad.— Letter from him to the Coun- 
, CileLetter from the Council to Mr. 
Vanfittart ; dering him to fettle a Plan 
Sor the private Trade, with an Account 
of Duties inclfed.———He arrives at 

, Mongheer.—Conferences with the Na- 
bob.—Letter from Mr. Vanfittart Zo 
the Council, with Tranflations of twa 
Letters, one from Mr. Cartier to Ma- 
homed Allee, the Colleétor of Dacca ; 
and one from Mef: Johnitone, Hay and 
Bolts, to the Fougedar of Purnea.— 
Letter from Mr. Vanfittart and Mr. 
Haftings to the Council, with the Re- 
gulations propofed.— Letter from the 
Nabob ¢o Mr. Vanfittart, containing a 
Summary of his Complaints. Mr. 
Vanfittart’s .42/wer to the Nabob, con- 
taming the Regulations promifed there- 
upon, which was the Subject of the en- 
fuing Difputes.—Mr.Vanfittart proceeds 
fo Patna.—Complamt made to bim by 
the Nabob’s Deputy at Patna.—Dzi/- 
pute about the Burbunna Gate.—D:/~ 
pute about tbe. Gunge.—Mr. Vaniit- 
tart’s nfwer to the Deputy’s Com- 
plaints. 
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. plaints.—Mr~ Vaniittart fets out from 
Patna for Calcutta. -—~ He: calls at 
. Mongheer, and takes Leave of the Na- 
bob.—The Nabob jets out ‘onan ‘Ex- 
pedition toNapaul.—State of his Forces 
at this Period.—Letter from the Council 
to Mef. Vanfittart and Haftings,’’: 
. Anfwer to theirs from Sivieites lhe 
Mr. Vanfittart arrives at Coffimbuzar. 
ate His Letter to the Board Srom thence. 
— He returns to C alcutta. 
r STROVE as long as poffible to remove 
thzfe diforders by private cautions ‘to 
the gentlemen concerned ; but finding 
thofe means ineffectual, I was obliged 
to lay them before the Board,. where, 
however, for the moft part, they met 
with as little attention. They were u- 
fually conftrued as forged pretexts ‘of 
the Nabob, to pick a quarrel with: us, 
and encroach upon our. rights...: Iwas 
reproached. with the credit which I gave 
to the Nabob’s reprefentations, and every 
gentleman, ywho was interefted.in. them, 
*epanere mg, as his:perfonal enemy. “In 
| {hort, 
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dhort, though the complaints became 
evety day more frequent, yet not one 
‘was ever redrefied, nor even thought 
worthy of an enquiry; and ali that I 
would do was, by palliating what I could 
not T » to keep the Nabob in tem- 
per, and prevent an open quarrel from 

breaking out between us. 
Soon after, I was for two santii 
confined from bufinefs by a dangerous 
-ilInefs. Being unable in this interval to 
apply the fame palliatives and cautions, 
which had hitherto checked the progrefs 
of thefe difputes and Rruggies between 
the Nabob’s officers and the gomaftahs, 
they were carried to the greateft licenti- 
oufnefs on both ides. The firft I heard 
of bufinefs after my recovery was, that 
a war was breaking out with the Na- 
bob ; complaints crouded in upon me 
from all parts, the officers of the go- 
vernment declaring, that their authori- 
ty in every place was tratnpled upon by 
the Englith gomaftahs, fo ‘that. they 
could no longer preferve the leaft order, 
in the management af the bufinefs com- 
mitted 
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anitted to their charge, dor oolleA the 
revenues of the povernment; and that 
the ufual duties which had been paid 
by the Englifh merchants on falt, and 
fome other articles of private trade, were 
now withheld and refufed ; and, on the 
other fide, the gentlemen of the fubor- 
dinate factories, -and the Englifh go- 
qneftahs, afferting they had paid the ufa- 
ail duties, notwithitanding which many 
of their, boats.were ftepped. That the 
nature of thefe complaints, which af- 
terwards ptoduced fuch confequences, 
may be the better underftood, fome of 
the moft material fhall be here inferted: 


Copy of a Letter from Serjeant * Brego 
to the Governor. Dated Backergunge, 
May 25, 1762. 


se HE fituation of affairs, at ghis 
place, obliges me to apply te 

your Honor for inftructions for my fur- 

ther proceedings. 

~ M y 


~"* A ferjeant fent with fix feepoys, by the Nabob’s 
Ucfize, to affift the zemindar of Backergunge. 
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My inftructions which I brought here 
were, that in cafe any Europeans or their 
fervants committed any diforders, they 
were to be fent to Calcutta, notwith- 
ftanding any pretence they fhall make 
for fo doing. 

NoTWITHSTANDING the rigor of 
thefe orders, I have ever made it my 
bufinefs (when any thing trifling hap- 
pened) to endeavor, by gentle means, to 
perfuade the gentlemen’s gomaftahs here 
to act in a peaceable manner ; which, al- 
though repeated feveral times, has had 
no effect ; but, on the contrary, has oc- 
cafioned their writing complaints of me 
to their refpective mafters, that I ob- 
ftructed them in their bufinefs, and ill 
ufed them ; and in return, I have receiv- 
ed menacing letters from feveral gentle- 
men, threatening, if I interfere with 
their fervants, to ufe fuch meafures as 
I may repent; nor have the gentlemen 
only done this, their very gomaftahs 
have made it public here, that in cafe I 
ftop them in any ne they will 

ule 
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ufe the fame methods ; for the truth of 
which I have good proofs. 

Now, Sir, I am to inform you what 
I have obftruéted them in; this place 
was of great trade formerly, but now 
brought to nothing by the following 
practices. 

A GENTLEMAN fends a gomaftah 
here to buy or fell ; he immediately looks 
upon himfelf as fufficient to force every 
inhabitant, either to buy his goods, or 
fell him theirs; and on refufal (in cafe 
of non-capacity) a flogging or confine- 
ment immediately enfues. This is not 
fufficient even when willing, but a fe- 
cond force is made ufe of, which is, to 
engrofs the different branches of trade 
to themfelves, and not to fuffer any per- 
fons to buy or fell the articles they trade 
in; andif the country people do it, then 
a repetition of their authority is put in 
practice; and again, what things they 
purchafe, they think the leaft they can 
do is, to take them for a confiderable 
deal lefs than another merchant, and of- 
tentimes refufe paying that; and my in- 

Vou. I. I terfering 
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terfering occafions an immediate com- 
plaint. 

THeEseE, and many other oppreflions 
more than can be related, which are daily 
ufed by the Bengal gomaftahs, is the 
reafon that this place is growing defti- 
tute of inhabitants, every day numbers 
leave the town, to feek a refidence more 
fafe ; and the very markets, which be- 
fore afforded plenty, do hardly now pro- 
duce any thing of ufe, their peons be- 
ing allowed to force poor people; and 
if the zemindar offers to prevent it, he 
is threatened to be uted in the fame man- 
ner. 

BrerorF, juftice was * given in the 
public cutcherree, but ‘now every go- 
maftah is become a judge, and every 
one’s houfe a cutcherree ; they even pafs 
fentences on the zemindars them{felves, 
and draw money from them by pretended 
injuries, fuch as a quarrel with fome of 
their peons, or their having, as they af- 
fert, ftole fomething, which is more 
likely to have been taken by their own 

people ; 


t * 
* Exercifed, 
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people; but allowing they were robbed, 
I believe no gomaftah’s authority extends 
fo far, as to take his own fatisfaction on 
the government. 

Havine thus far acquainted your 
Honor with the behavior of the gomaf- 
tahs here, I am to requeft your Honor’s 
intereft, that in cafe J am to put your 
orders in execution, I may be bore harm- 
lefs therein ; and I beg leave to conclude, 
being with all refpect, &c. 


Lranflation of a Letter from * Mahomed 
Allee to the Governor. Recetved the 
Beginning of October 1762. 

IS Excellency the Nabob was 
pleafed to appoint me collector 
of the perganahs in the province of 

Dacca; but feveral people of that place 

have ingratiated themfelves in the favor 

of the gentlemen of Luckypoor and 

Dacca factories, and greatly detrimented 

the affairs. To this purport his Excel- 


lency has wrote you, and direéted me to 
2 acquaint 


* Colle@or of Dacca, 
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acquaint you with every thing relative 

to the gentlemen of the factory. 
THEREFORE I now lay the whole 
before you, and fend by Mirza Myfu- 
deen 2 perwannah from his Excellency, 
which he will prefent to you. In the 
firft place, a number of merchants have 
made intereft with the people of the fac- 
tory, hoift Englith colors on their boats, 
and carry away their goods under the pre- 
tence of their being Englifh property, by 
which means the Shahbunder and other 
cuftoms are greatly detrimented. Se- 
condly, the gomaftahs of Luckypoor and 
Dacca factories oblige the merchants, 
&c- to take tobacco, cotton, iron, and 
fyndry other things, at a price exceed- 
ing that of the bazar, and then extort 
the money from them by force; befides 
‘which, they take diet money for the 
,peons, and make them pay a fine for 
«breaking theiz agreement. By thele 
oceedings, the aurungs and other 
ge are ruined. Thirdly, the gomaf- 
»tahs of Luckypoor, factory have taken 
tie ttaalookdars tgalones from the tahfil- 
dar 


od 
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dar by force for their own ufe, and will 
not pay the rent. At the inftigation of 
fome people they, on a matter of com- 
plaint, fend Europeans and feepoys with 
a duftuck into the country, and there 
create difturbances. They {tation cho- 
keys at different places, and whatever 
they find in poor people’s houfes they 
caufe to be fold, and take the money. 
By thefe difturbances the country is 
ruined, and the reiats cannot ftay in their 
houfes, nor pay the malguzarree. | In 
many places, Mr. Chevalier has by force 
eftablifhed new markets, and new fac- 
tories, and has made falfe feepoys on 
His own part, and they feize whom they 
want, and fine them. By his forcible pro- 
ceedings many hauts, gauts, and pet- 
ganahs are ruined, and the malguzar- 
ree of thé government fuffers greatly. I 
therefore hope you will fend, for the 
fecurity of thereiats, two Europeans or 
feepoys’ with a duftuck, which may put 
an end to thefe proceedings, and tehd 


’ t6 the henefit of the inhabitants. Pleafe 


to fend Rtters to the chiefs of Dacca 
J 3 and 
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and Luckypoor, to write to their gomaf- 
tahs in the diftriéts, not to oblige the 
merchants to take tobacco, cotton, &c. 
and not in any refpect to detriment the 
aurungs, and then the fircar will get the 
revenues. Other matters Mirza Myfu- 
deen will relate to you, you will pleafe 
to confider them, and then the affairs of 
the government will profper.” 


* Copy of a Letter from Mr. Ellis to the, 
Governor and Council. Dated O&. 7, 
1762. 


6 T O prevent any blame being here- 

after thrown upon us for the 
deficiency of our inveftment, we are 
now to inform you, that at Jehanabad, 
the principal cloth aurung, our gomaf- 
tahs, delolls, &c. have been perempto- 
rily ordered to defift from purchafing, 
and quit the place. Upon their non- 
compliance, they have been threatened 
and abufed in the moft vile and grofs 
terms ; and the wafhermen employed in 
whitening our cloths have been actually 
. beat, 

« Complaints againft the Nabob’s officers, 
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beat, and peons put over them, to pre- 
vent their going on in their bufinefs, 
Rajah * Nobit Roy (to whom our chief 
has twice complained of thefe proceed- 
ings) declares, that the perfon who thus 
infults us, and impedes the Company’s 
bufinefs, is independent of him ; fo that 
it would feem he is fent by the Nabob 
merely for this purpofe. 

Ir fuch infolence is fuffered to pafs 
unnoticed, we can have no hopes of cam- 
pleating our inveftment ; for who will 
ferve us, whilft they thereby fubject 
themfelves to fuch fevere and ignomini- 
ous treatment from the country govern- 
ment? 

For the carrying on the Company’s 
bufinefs, it is evident we mutt be obliged 
to repel force by force ; and hall do fa, 
unlefs we receive your honors, &c. orders 
to the contrary.” 


* Then Naib at: Patna. b we 


Copy 
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opy of the Refolution of the Board ( Mof. 
Vanfittart, Amyatt, M‘Gwire, Hay 

' and Watts) on the foregoing Letter. 
October 18, 1762. 


% GREED, we write immediate- 

ly the following anfwer, that 
we inclofe a letter from the Prefident to 
the Nabob, on the fubject of their com- 
plaints, and hope it will be effectual in 
removing all interruptions in the Com- 
pany’s bufinefs ; but at all events, as we 
have it fufficiently in our power to pro- 
cure fatisfaction for any injury that may 
may be done the interefts of our employ- 
ers ; they are on no account to make ufe 
of force, without our exprefs directions ; 
that they do not mention in their letter, 
that they have made any application to 
the Nabob, to put a ftop to the difficul- 
ties they reprefent; and which certainly 
they ought to have done, when they 
were informed, thet the perfon they 
complained of, was independent of the 
Naib of Patna. At leaft it fhould have 
otclirred to-them, that fuch application 


was 


Tranfections in BeMGAaL. 121 


was neceflary, before they fhould propofe 
to make ufe of force.” 


Extraéf of a Letter from the Gentlemen 
at Luckypoor, to the Governor ‘and 
Council. Dated O&ober 14, 1762. 


ee W* muft beg leave to obferve to 
you, that within thefe few 
days, every boat, which we have fent out 
of the river, has been ftopped at the dif; 
ferent chokeys, notwithitanding they, 
have the chief’s duftuck. Our gomaftahs 
and people ufed ill and confined, and.a 
very exorbitant duty demanded ; and our 
fervants in general greatly infulted all 
ever the country. Upon our fending to 
fome of thefe places to enquire the rea- 
fon of this extraordinary behavior ; an- 
{wer was given, that they had orders 
from the Nabob to ftop and demand du- 
ties from every Englifh boat that. paffed, 
and on ne account to let them go free, 
as the Englith duftuck was of no .confe- 
quence ip the country, and for this pur- 
pote the farce at every chokey is aug- 
mented, . This has occafioned an catire. 
{toppage 
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ftoppage to our trade, greatly to the des” 
triment of our private fortunes, as we 
have now large quantities of goods, de- 

tained at the different Chokeys, which 

we cannot get releafed, unlefs we fub- 

mit to pay the extravagant cuftom they 
require ; and were we to do that, ouf'! 
boats are liable to be ftopped, at the 
very next Chokey, and the fame duty 
again demanded. Of thefe circumftances 
we think it neceflary to advife you, and 
hope fpeedy meafures will be taken to 
procure us redrefs. Weare under daily 
apprehenfions, that a cuftom will be de- 
manded on our cloth purchafes, which 
muft be of preat prejudice to our Ho-° 
norable Employers.” ; 


Extra of a Letter from the Chief and 
Council at Chittagong, to the Governor 
and Council. Dated October 14, 1762, 


ee W* laft night received a letter 
x from the Dacca gentlemen, ad- 
vifing us, that the extraordinary info~ 
lence of ithe natives in every .part. of 
their diftricts, has given them the great- 
eft 
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eft reafon to apprehend troubles in the : 
country ; and that the natives feem to 
confirm thefe furmifes by their own de- 
clarations ; that their trade is almoft put 
an entire ftop to, their flag ufed with 
contempt, and their privileges ridiculed ; 
that this being their prefent fituation, 
they requeft we will let them have ano- 
ther company of feepoys, for the pro- 
tection of our Honorable Mafters pro- 
perty at their factory; that the Compa- 
ny appointed there are very fickly, and 
many men unfit for actual fervice ; that 
the fooner we fend them this detach- 
ment the better, as alfo fome ammuni- 
tion; that the Company fhall again-bere- 
turned, when their affairs are put upon 
a better footing. In confequence of 
thefe advices, we have ordered a com- 
pany of feepoys, with fome ammunition, 
to  oceed to Dacca, with all expedi- 
tion, which we hope will meet with 
your approbation. At the fame time, 
we alfo received a letter from the pen-: 
tlemen at Luckypoor, requefting a fup~ 


Pe ’ ply. 
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ply'of ammunition, which we have or- 
dered to be fent. 

We mutt obferve to you, that with- 
in thefe few days paft, we have received 
advice from our gomaftahs, in different 
parts of the country, that our bufinefs is 
entirely put a ftop to, by the Nabob’s 
people, and our boats not fuffered to 
pafs the chokeys, the zemindars de- 
manding very confiderable duties to be 
paid them, declaring, they have orders 
from Coffim Allee Cawn fo to do, and 
unlefs we ufe force to prevent it, they 
will fee his direGions ftriétly compliéd 
with. Several of our boats are now ly- 
ing confined at different chokeys.” 


Lixtrad of a Letter from the Chief and 
Council at Dacca, to the Governor and 
Council. Dated O&ober 8, 1762. 


“ FE think it our duty to inform 
you, that the outrages com- 

mitted in thefe parts by the govern- 
ment’s people, for this month paft, have 
arrived to fuch a height, as to put alrriott 
“a-total ftop to our bufinefs. At every 
‘ae chokey 
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chokey our boats are ftopped, the people 
infulted, aud the flag ufed with the ut- 
moft and moft grofs contempt. Our 
advices from Silhet give us the fame in- 
telligence, further adding, that * mu- 
chulcas have been taken from many in- 
habitants, prohibiting them on no account 
to have any conneé¢tions with the Eng- 
lith. As this fpirit of infolence increafes 
to a very furprizing degree, and we have 
dajly the mortification to hear of repeat- 
ed infults and violences offered to our 
privileges, we are under an apprehen- 
‘ion, that the Company’s bufinefs will 
‘in a few days fhare the fame fate as all 
private has. To prevent and remedy 
thefe evils, we muft depend upon the 
meafures you may take in confequence 
of this information. 

As appearances are fo very unpro- 
mifing, we have wrote to the geptle- 
men of Chittagong, for a rein@rce- 
ment of a company of feepoys, which 
thall be. again returned them, when 
affairs begin | to Glear Mp. 


oe - rie Eixttad 
ee * Written écietican,, 
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yes ae ae ae 

. Bxtrad from Confultation of the 3 B15 of 
aOtober. (Prefent Mef, Vaniittart, 
“et M*Gwire, Hay and Watts.) 


GREED, we write to Dacca in 
anfwer to their letter of the 8th 

inftant ; that we muft needs fay, from the 
information of the above * letters, there 
is reafon to fear their gomaftahs and a- 


gents have made ufe of very unwarrant- 
able practices in their trade; and perhaps 


the feveral difputes and interruptions they 
complain of, have been owing to that 
caufe ; but as we are always able and wil- 
ling, when the neceflity of circumftances 
may require, to procure them redrefs for 
any injuries they may fuffer in their trade, 
orotherwife: we direct, that they forbear 
making ufe of force without our per- 
miffion and orders; and therefore defire 
they will return to Chittagong immedi- 
ately, the company of feepoys which 
they have wrote for from thence; and if 
any 
* Serjeant Brego’s, Mahomed Allee’s and others, 
their read at the Board, 
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any complaints of interruptions in their 

bufinefs are hereafter made by their go- 

maftahs, let Mr. Cartier fend a perfon 

to enquire into the truth of the affair, 

with a letter to the proper officer of the 
government, to defire he will put a ftop 
to fuch obftructions ; that inclofed, are 
letters from the Governor to Jeffarut 
Cawn, the Naib, and Mahomed Allee, 

the collector of the revenues; which we 
hope will prevent any further diforders, 
at leaft, until the Prefident can make 

the neceflary regulations in concert with 
the Nabob; that the above-mentioned 

copies of letters we have forwarded to 

them for their’ information and reply, 

in cafe there fhould be any facts in them 

mufreprefented ; and we defire they will 

fend, on their parts, a particular ftate of 

their complaints to the Prefident, who 

will take the proper meafures to obtain 

them fatisfaGtion and indemnification for 

all.loffes and damages; that they muft 

likewife take effectual care, that none 

of their gomaftahs or agents do in fu- 

ture ufe any kind of force or authority in 

carrying 
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carrying on their trade, leaft the dif- 
putes, occafioned by fuch practices, 
fhould in the end affect the Company’s 
bufinefs ; neither muft their gomaftahs 
be allowed to fet themfelves up as ma- 
giftrates in the country, in hearing dif- 
putes between the inhabitants, impofing 
fines, &c. 

AGREED, we likewife add to the 
Luckypoor letter, the feveral inftruc- 
tions contained in the above letter to 
Dacca, to regulate themfelves by, in 
cafe any difputes’ fhould happen with 


them.” ° 


Extra&é of Confultation of the iff of No- 
vember, 1762. (Prefent Mef. Amyatt, 
M<Gwire, Hay and Watts.) 


a“ GREED, to write an an{wer to 
Luckypoor, referring them to 

our letter of the 18th of October, for 
directions how to regulate themfelves 
with regard to the obftru€tions they com- 
plain of, till fuch time as the Prefident 
can arrive with the Nabob, and enquire 
into, and fettle thefe difputes on a folid 
plan 
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plan for the future fafety and freedom 
of our trade, defiring them in the mean 
time to fend us an account of the duties 
they have ufually paid, and the freth 
cuftoms which are now demanded, for 
the Prefident’s guidance in fettling the 
matter. 

AGREED, to write to Chittagong, ad- 
vifing them, in anfwer to the above let- 
ter, that as the Prefident is gone on a 
vifit to the Nabob, and intends to enquire 
very particularly into, and fettle all the 
difputes of the nature they complain of. 
We defire they will fend us a particular 
account of their complaints, what was 
the amount of the former duties, and 
what frefh cuftoms are now demanded, 
for his (the Prefident’s) guidance in fo 
doing ; but that, in the mean time, we 
muft forbid them making ufe of force 
to redrefs themfelves without our pofitive 
directions ; that regarding the difputes 
at Dacca, we have fent the gentlemen 
there our orders and directions, under 


the 18th of October.” 


Vou. Il. K Not-« 
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NorwiTHsTANDING the lengths to 
which thefe difputes were carried, and 
the warmth and ill humor which appear- 
ed on both fides, I had yet one refource 
left for an accommodation, which I 
doubted not would fucceed. I mean an 
interview with the Nabob, which I had 
long intended, and which he had often 
ftrongly preffed. I was determined, 
therefore, to take this opportunity, when 
a change of air was neceflary for my 
health, to pay him a vifit at Mongheer. 
I flattered myfelf this would prove an 
effectual method of re-eftablifhing a con- 
fidence between us, putting an end to 
the difputes, which had arifen, and pro- 
viding a plan for the fecurity of the pro- 
vinces againft foreign enemies. 

THE points in difpute were not any 
interefts of the Company, but the ex- 
tent of the privileges of our private trade, 
the duties to be paid on certain articles, 
and the overgrown authority of our a- 
gents and gomaftahs; points which had 
been often difputed by the former Na- 
bob Jafher Allee Cawn, as has been al- 


ready 


Tranfactions in BENGAL. 131 


ready thentioned. That I might have all 
the neceffary informations, orders were 
fent frotn the Board to Luckypoor and 
Dacca, to tranfmit an account of what 
duties they had ufually paid upon their 
private inland trade; on the other hand, 
I wrote to the officers of the government, 
that I fhould foon fee the Nabob, that 
ali difficulties would then be removed ; 
ard in the mean titne, that they fhould 
be very careful not to obftrudt the bu- 
finefs of any of the Englifh gomaftahs, 
but receive {uch duties as had ufually 
been paitl, and give their rowanas * or 
duftucks. 

I askep leave of the Board to take 
Mr. Haftings as my affiftant, and made 
the neceflary preparations for my jour-~ 
frey with all expedition, as my fetting 
but on a ffiendly vifit to the Nabob, 
could not but have one immediate good 
effet, throughout the country, by fhew- 
ing, that there was no foundation for 
the alarm of an intended rupture. 


K 2 THE 
* Pafiports. 
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THe z2othof October, I fet out from 
Calcutta, and arrived the 3d of Novem- 
ber at Moorfhedabad, where I had ma- 
ny converfations with the Naib, or depu- 
ty, Syed Mahomed Cawn, on the fubject 
of the difputes which had arifen in all 
parts of the country. He laid before 
inc a multitude of complaints, which 
came within his province, and I did 
what was in my power to redrefs fuch 
as required it; on my part alfo, I made 
known to him the reprefentations which 
had come from our factories againft Ma- 
homed Allee, the colleétor of Dacca, 
and the adjacent diftrids, who feemed 
to be the moft forward of the Nabob’s 
officers in encouraging the difputes. Sy- 
ed Mahomed Cawn, profefled a very 
bad opinion of Mahomed Allee, and af- 
{ured me, he had urged the Nabob to 
remove him. All that I faw at Moor- 
fhedabad, confirmed my hopes of an 
eafy conciliation, and I wrote the Board 
the following letter, tranfmitting them, 
at the fame time, the Nabob’s anfwer to 

Mr, 
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Mr. Ellis’s complaints of the 7th of 
October. 


Copy of a Leter from the Governor to 
the Council. Dated Coffimbuzar, No- 
vember g, 1762. 


«© JT Finn, thatthe interruptions which 
the gentlemen at Chittagong, Dac- 

ca, and Luckypoor, have met with for 
fome weeks paft, are owing to the bad dif- 
pofition of Mahomed Allee, the perfon 
laft appointed by the Nabob to collect 
the rents of that part of the country. 
Syed Mahomed Cawn, the deputy Go- 
vernor of Moorfhedabad, exprefies as 
much refentment again{ft that man, as 
we do ourfelves; and affures me, that 
he has reprefented him in fuch a light 
to the Nabob, that he is perfuaded he 
will be immediately difmiffed from his 
ofhce. This is a point I fhall urge to 
the Nabob, if it is not done before I 
arrive at Mongheer; and further, that 
he be punifhed for his infolence, and 
obliged to make fatisfaction for ail loffes 
which may have been incurred by the de- 
K 3 lays 
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lays he has occafioned. In the mean time, 
I have the honor to tranfmit you four or~ 
ders from Syed Mahomed Cawn, to 
the faid collector, warning him of the 
bad confequences of his prefent con- 
duct, and charging him not to ob&ruct 
the bufinefs of our factories ; I fend one 
likewife from myfelf. Thefe forwarded 
to the refpective factories, will, I hope, 
remove all obftructions; and, on the 
other hand, Syed Mahomed Cawn de- 
fires, that our gentlemen will take alk 
pofiible care to prevent their gomaftahs 
and agents from interfering in the buG- 
nefs of the government, or ufing force 
in buying or felling. 

LuHAVE not yet the Nabob’s an{wer 
concerning the difputes between. the un~ 
cle and nephew, for the zemindarree of 
Baboopour. As foon as I receive it, I. 
fhall forward it to you, that you may 
give the neceflary direCtions to the chief, 
&c. at Luckypoor. 

Tue anfwer I have received from the 
Nabob to Mr. Ellis’s complaint, I now 
inclofe with a tranflation. I think it 

would 
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would be proper to fend a copy to that 
gentleman, with directions toapply to 
the Naibat Patna, if in future he fhould 
meet with any interruptions in his bufi- 
nefs ; and if the Naib either refufes, or 
has not authority to remove them, then 
to apply to the Nabob himfelf, from 
whom, if he does not obtain fuch re- 
drefs and affiftance as the cafe may re- 
quire, then to make his reprefentation 
to the Board, with copies of his letters to 
the government, and the an{wers receiv- 
ed. By this we fhall be faved the trou- 
ble of hearing comphaints, except in cafes 
where our interpofition becomes really 
neceffary.” 


Tranflation of a Letter from the Nabob 
to the Governor. Dated November 1, 
1762. 

a Have received with great plea- 

{ure your friendly letter. You wrote, 
that <* you learn from Mr. Ellis, the 
chief of the factory at Patna, that cloths 
have been provided for many years at the 
aurung at Jehanabad for the Company; 

K 4 now 
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now Pervoo Roy, the aumil of that place, 
obf{tructs the weavers in providing the 
cloths ; and when they are made, hin- 
ders the wafhermen from dreffing and 
wafhing them, to the great prejudice 
of the Company’s bufinefs ; and you de- 
fire, that I will give ftri@t orders to the 
aumil, not to moleft the Company’s go- 
maftahs, and to affift them on every oc- 
cafion.” 

SiR, wherever that gentleman has an 
opportunitv, he fails not to make com- 
plaints of his bufinefs. As he has found 
my officers in no inftance faulty, he has 
wrote to you the impertinences and com- 
plaints of the wafhermen; you well 
know, that the wafhermen pay no du- 
ties, and that the aumils have no autho- 
rity to interrupt them, or prevent their 
wafhing and dreffing the cloths. Was 
this affair really true, he would imme- 
diately have informed Rajah Nobit Roy 
of it, and he would have immediately 
wrote to the aumil about it ; but as itis 
altogether without foundation, he chufes 
to inake a falfe complaint to you. Do 


you 


> 
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you yourfelf confider this affair. Ne- 
verthelefs, I have fent ftrict orders to 
the Rajah to write to the aumil, that he 
on no account obftru& the currency of 
the Company’s bufinefs ; and that, on 
application from the gomaftahs of the 


factory, he afford them due aid and af- 
fiftance.”’ 


Tue Board having received the ac- 
counts of duties on private inland trade 
from Luckypoor, fent the fame to me 
for my guidance in fettling that point 
with the following letter. 


Copy of a Letter from the Council to the 
Governor. Dated Calcutta, Novem- 
ber 15, 1762. 


ae W E have received your letter of 
the oth inftant, and are there- 

by glad to find, that the interruptions 
of the trade, which have happened to- 
wards Dacca, Luckypoor and Chitta- 
gong, are only apparently owing to the 
bad conduct, and ill difpofition of the 
collector Mahomed Allee; we make no 
doubt 
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doukt tlhierefose, but a reprefentation 
fram you to the Nabob of this man’s 
bad behavior, will be the means of ob- 
taining ample fatisfaction and reftitution 
for all loffes fuftained in that quarter. 
Aad as we hear that the trade in the 
countyies of Purnea and Rungpoor has 
likewife met with great interruptions, 
we muft beg leave particularly to recom- 
mend to your attention the getting thefe 
obftructions alfo removed, and obtain- 
ing retaliation for the lofles of any indi- 
viduaks, who may make their camplaints 
to you. , 

W t have forwarded to Dacca the or- 
ders to be delivered to Mahomed Allee ; 
and have defired the gentlemen there to 
write to Luckypoor and Chittagong, of 
the receipt and tenor of thefe orders ; 
and afterwards, of the effect they may 
have upon Mahomed Allee’s conduct. 

We have under this date wrote to 
Patna, with a copy of the Nabob’s let- 
ter, and directions agreeable to what you 
advife; but we muft beg leave to ob- 
ferve, that the terms in which the Na- 

bob 
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bob makes mentien of Mr. Ellis are in- 
decent, and very. improper, and ought 
not to be encouraged. We have too 
good an opinion of Mr. Ellis’s veracity, 
to fuppofe that he would advance a fal- 
fity to the Board; and we hope there~ 
fore, that you wil endeavor to prevent 
fuch indecencies from paffing in future, 
when we are treating with the Nabob 
on public matters. 

INCLOSED we tranfmit you an ex- 
tract from. a Luckypoer letter, expfain~ 
ing the fhahbunder duties which they 
have always paid, and the nature of the 
freth extortions which are now demand- 
ed, which we imagine may be of fer- 
vice to you, in-fimally fetching thefe mat- 
ters upon a folid plan. 


Extract 
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Extraét of a Letter from the Gentlemen 
at Luckypoor to the Board. Dated 
November 6, 1762. 


- HE duties we have hitherto 
paid to the fhahbunder are as 
follows. 
Rup. A. P. 
* On falt 9 14 3 per roo maunds 
On tobacco o = 4 0 per maund. 


On this farft article, we believe we 
have paid rather more than the Dacca 
factory ; but hope you will get it fettled 
on an equal footing. With regard to the 
frefh cuftoms now demanded, the cho- 
keys do not require any ftipulated fum, 
but fleece our gomaftahs and people of 
all they can; and if our boats are freed 

from 

* The prime coft of falt, purchafed by the gen- 
tlemen of Luckypoor fatory, was ufually about 
60 rupees fer 100 maunds; fo that the duty they 
paid, amounted to about 15 per cent. on the prime 
coft. 

The prime coft of tobacco, purchafed by the 
gentlemen of Luckypoor fa&tory, was ufually about 
two or-two and a half rupees per maund; at which 
Jaft rate the duty they paid amounted to 10 per cent. 
on the prime coft. 
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from one chokey, they are fure to be 
ftopped at the next, and our fervants 
confined and treated very ill. The in- 
ftant we had advice of our boats being 
{topped at thefe places, we fent to them 
to know the reafon, and defire their re- 
leafe; but anfwer was always given, 
that they Had orders from the Nabob 
for fo doing, and therefore could not 
releafe them.” 


I pesiReE that particular notice may 
be taken of the words, * Inchfed we 
tranfmit you an extract, ce. which we 
imagine may be of fervice to you, in finally 
Settling thefe matters upona folid plan*, be- 
caufe it will be found in the fequel, that 
the Board denied they ever gave me an 
authority for fettling that point. 

I left Moorfhedabad the 12th of No- 
vember, and arrived at Mongheer the 
30th, where the Nabob received me 
with all the ufual marks of refpect and 
friendfhip. Hardly a day paft, but I 
went with Mr. Haftings to vifit the Na- 
bob, or he came to us. His conftant 


topick 
* See page 139. 
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topick was the ill treatment he had re- 
ceived from Mr. Ellis, and the injuftice 
done him by me and the Council, im 
not refenting fuch proceedings. As I 
knew it was out of my power to give 
him any fatisfaction in that point, I an- 
fwered, that all thefe difputes were long 
paffed, and he fhould think no more of 
them ; and that now he and I were met 
together, fuch regulations fhould be 
made, as would be fatisfactory to both 
parties, arid prevent any difputes in fu- 
ture. He was always warm upon this 
argument; ahd I found that he and Mr. 
Ellis could never be friends ; however, 
I hoped, that the occafions of difpute 
might be removed, and their enmity lie 
buried within their own breafts. 

He next complained of the innova- 
tions in the private trade, as falt, bee- 
fle-nat, tobacco, &c. and the infolent 
authority ufurped by our gomaftahs, em-~ 
ployed carrying it on in the diftant parts 
of the country. He urged, that we 
had no right to this frade from our fir- 
maun, that it occafioned incredible da- 

mage 
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mage and diforder to his government, 
and this for the advantage only of par- 
ticulars ; and in fhort infifted, that we 
fhould continue it no longer, but con- 
fine our private trade in the fame man-. 
ner it was, before the government of 
Meer Jaffer. Although I was of the 
{ame opinion with the Nabob, as to the 
rights of the firmaun; that they could 
not be conftrued to extend further than 
the trade in articles imported by fhip- 
ping, and the manufactures and products 
of the country for exportation; yet I 
was unwilling to give up an advantage, 
which had been enjoyed by the Compa- 
ny’s fervants, in a greater or lefs degree, 
for five or fix years ; and therefore told 
the Nabob, that as to the inland trade, 
or the trade from place to place in the 
country, in the articles of the produce of 
the country, we meant only to carty it 
on upon the fame footing with other mer- 
chants; that we had always paid more 
or lefs duties to the government on this 
trade ; but as the rates were not fixed 
and regulated, many difputes arofe on 

that 
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that account; that we would inform our- 
felves of the rate of duties paid by the 
Moors and other merchants; and accord- 
ing to that give a general order, that 
_duties fhould be paid in all parts. 

To this the Nabob confented with 
great difficulty, and declared, that if af- 
ter this regulation any more difputes 
fhould arife, and the duties agreed on 
fhould not be paid, he fhould have no 
remedy left, but the laying all trade en- 
tirely open, and giving a general liber- 
ty to the merchants of the country, and 
all other.nations, to carry on their com- 
merce cuftom-free. 

Ir is needlefs to enumerate all the 
Nabob’s complaints of the infults ex- 
ercifed againft his government, not only 
by our fubordinate factories, but by e- 
very private merchant; they were in- 
deed endlefs ; amongft them were two 
Jetters, which I thought neceflary to 
fend down to the Council, one from Mr. 
Cartier, the chief at Dacca, to the Na- 
bob’s collector there; the other from 
Mef. Johnftone, Hay and Bolts, to the 

fougedar 


Tranfattions in BENGAL. 145 


fougedar of Purnea. The following are 
copies of the letter I wrote to the Coun- 
cil on this fubje&t the 15th of Decem- 
ber; and of one which I wrote jointly with 
Mr. Haftings the fame day, to inform 
them of the regulations we propofed 
making with the Nabob. 


Extract of a Letter from the Governor 
to the Council. Dated at Mongheer, 
December 15. 


_ JNCLOSED I fend for your pe- 

rufal two Perfian letters, delivered 
to me by the Nabob, with their tran- 
flations. One from Mr. Cartier to Ma- 
homed Allee, the collector of the Dacca 
diftricts, which, if I underftand it right, 
(for the expreffions are rather obfcure) 
is wrote in a very improper {ftile, and 
tends to encourage and promote thofe e- 
vils, which we have taken fo much pains 
to remedy; I mean, a jealoufy and dif- 
tru{t between us and the Nabob; I re- 
queft you will be pleafed to call on Mr. 
Cartier for an explanation of his mean- 
ing, and give him fuch a caution on 


Vor. II, L the 


146 MA NARRATIVE of the 


the occafion, as to you fhall feem ne- 
ceflary. 

Tue other from Meff. Johnftone, 
Hay and Bolts to Sheer Allee Cawn, 
fougedar of Purnea, endorfed by Mr. 
Bolts in Englifh, and written I imagine 
by him, in the name of the Partner- 
fhip. Whoever reads this letter, muft 
naturally conclude no other government 
fubfifted amongft us, fince it was left to 
Mr. Bolts to affert the privileges of the 
firmaun, and vindicate, in the name of 
the Englifh, the freedom of the Com- 
pany’s duftuck. Such notiens propa- 
gatedin the country, muft needs be pre- 
judicial to the Company’s affairs, by 
weakening their government ; and it is 
for this reafon, the Company have for- 
bid letters to be written to the country 
government, by any perfon excepting 
the Prefident, or with his approbation. 1 
never refufed to apply for redrefs for 
any grievance that the gentlemen in the 
fervice, and all other inhabitants of the 
fettlement, have applicd to me about ; 
and in cafe of my illnefs or abfence, Mr. 

. Amyatt 
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Amyatt was ready to give them the fame 
affiftance. I muft therefore recommend 
to you to inflict fuch cenfure or punifh- 
ment on Mr. Bolts, as fhall feem to you 
neceflary for preventing fuch irregulari- 
ties in future. I could with alfo, that 
it were made arule for the chiefs of the 
{fubordinate factories, and all others, 
when they write letters to the country 
government, to fign them, that in cafe 
of their being preduced afterwards, they 
may be known to be authentic.” 


Tranflation af a Letter * from Mr. Car- 
tier to Mahomed Allee. 


“ EVERAL chokeydars and cut-~ 

wauls, and collectors and zemin- 
dars, and other officers in the town, and 
its dependencies, are guilty of violent 
proceedings towards the gomattahs, and 
people of the Englifh Company, and 
gentlemen ; rob and plunder, and regard 
not the Englith flag and duftuck. The 
news of this has reached my ears; as 
the chiefthip of the factory here belongs 


L 2 to 
* This and the following letter are referred to in 
the foregoing. 
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to me, therefore, for the fake of juftice, 
and to eftablith the Company’s bufinefs, 
I acquaint you with thefe proceedings ; 
and defire you will in anfwer inform me, 
why fuch proceedings have happened ; 
yet Iam perfuaded you are not the au- 
thor of them, and much lIefs the Na- 
bob. As you are acquainted with the 
fecrets of this affair, I therefore fend to 
you for a full and proper explanation of 
it. You know what a difturbanée ‘will 
arife between us; and by the grace of 
God you have feen, and will fee, what 
our ftrength and power has fhewn itfelf, 
and will fhew itfelf. Your prudence, and 
the care and prefervation of your great- 
nefs, would dictate to you to turn out the 
difturbers; but by turning them out, the 
credit and power of the high * name will 
be leffened. I hope you will write me the 
particulars of all thefe opprefiions, that 
I may be acquainted with the whdle pro- 
; ceedings, 

« This is rendered literally from the originel 
Perfian ; but in both, the fenfe is obfcure,, It feems 
to mean the Nabob, and to be an ironical allufion 


to the title conferred on him by the King, which is 
Allee, or High in Rank 
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ceedings, and may likewife know whe- 
ther you are a friend or not. As circum- 
ftances are reprefented erroneoufly by 
vackeels, I have therefore committed 
them to writing.” 


Tranflation of a Letter from Mef. John- 
ftone, Hay and Bolts to Meer Sheer 
Allee Cawn, Fougedar of Poorneea. 


ec Ov’ gomaftah Ramchurn-dofs, 
being gone into thofe parts, 

meets with obftructions from you, in 
whatever bufinefs he undertakes ; more- 
over, you have publifhed a prohibition to 
this effect ; that whoever fhall have any 
dealing with the Englifh, you will feize 
his houfe, and laya fine upon him. In 
this manner you have prohibited the peo- 
ple under your jurifdiction. We were 
{urprized at hearing of the affair, be- 
caufe that the royal firmaun, which the 
Englifh nation is poffeffed of, is violat- 
ed by this proceeding ; but the Englifh 
will by no means fuffer, with patience, 
their firmaun to be broke through; we 
therefore expect, that upon the receipt 
L 3 of 
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of this letter, you will take off the or- 
det you have given to the reiats ; andin 
cafe of your not doing it, we will cer- 
tainly write to the Nabob, in the name 
of the Englith, and fend for fuch an or- 
der from him, that you fhall reftore ful- 
ly and entircly whatever lofs the Englith 
have fuftained, or fhall fuftain by this 
obftruction ; and that you thall repent 
having thus interrupted our bufinefs, in 
defpite of the royal frmaun. After read- 
ing this letter we are perfuaded you will 
defift from interrupting it, will act apree- 
ably to ‘the rules of friendfhip, and fo 
that your amity may appear ; and will by 
no means ftop the Company’s duftuck.” 


Copy of a Letter from the Governor and 
Mr. Haftings ta the Council. Dated 
at Mongheer, December 15, 1762. 


66 FE have had many conferences 


with the Nabob on the fub- 
jet of the late complaints; which ap- 
pear to have been chiefly occafioned by 
the private inland trade, or the trade 
from place to place in the country. He 
: enlarged 
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enlarged much on the licentioufnefs and 
oppreffions exercifed by our gomaftahs, 
efpecially on thofe diftant parts of the 
province, where his government is lefs 
eftablifhed, and too remote for our en- 
quiries into their behavior. He argued, 
that the trade of thofe parts confifted 
chiefly in articles produced and fold in 
the country, from which former Nabobs 
had always reftrained all Europeans, and 
to which he did not conceive, that we 
could claim any right from our firmaun. 
WE agree with the Nabob in opinion, 
‘that the true intent and natural meaning 
of the firmaun granted to the Company, 
was to give to them and their fervants a 
free trade, clear of all cuftoms, in all 
articles of commerce, to be imported or 
exported by fhipping. From fuch com- 
merce, a mutual advantage 1s derived to 
our country and to this; but the trade 
from place to place in the country, in 
falt, beetle-nut, tobacco, and other com- 
modities produced here, bringing no ge- 
neral benefit to the country, but to par- 
ticulars only, who have the fame in their 
eS A. hands > 


152 A NARRATIVE of the 


hands; we do not think the firmaun can 
be underftood to include them, within. 
the privilege of the duftuck, or to grant 
us a right to trade therein, on any other 
footing than the natives themfelves ; that 
is, paying the ufual cuftoms to the go- 
vernment; for if we had a right to trade 
therein cuftom.-free, and the natives muit 
pay cuftoms, it follows, that no one 
but ourfelves could carry on any trade, 
which we cannot fuppofe the firmaun 
intended *. 


Ir 

* The Company, in their anfwer to the com- 
plaints of the Dutch, page 36, feem plainly to de- 
clare that this is their opinion ; their words are as 
follow : 

‘© The acceptance of this grant (for the fole 
purchafe of falt-petre) by our fervants, they com- 
plain of as injurious to them, and as inconfiftent 
with that free trade, to which they claim a right 
under the Mogul’s firmauns. 

In fupport of this meafure, we might obferve, 
that thofe firmauns, general as they are, are not to 
be conftrued as univerfal, but to be underftood with 
this limitation, that they do not operate to the pre- 
judice of any fubfifting right or ufage ; much lefs of 
fuch rights as could not be abolifhed, without a 
confiderable diminution of the public revenues. 

Whatever 
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provinces, did formerly reftrain the Eu- 
ropeans from carrying on this trade up- 
on any footing, and by farming out the 
feveral articles to particular merchants, 
drew to themfelvesaconfiderable revenue. 
AFTER the defeat and death of Sera- 
jah Dowla, and the eftablifhment of Jaf- 
fier Allee Cawn in the Subahfhip, by 
the affiftance of the Englifh, we began 
to take a thare of this trade, which thare 
has been from day to day increafing. It 
has, however, always been a fubject of 
difpute with the country government, 
our right never having been admitted 
by them, nor regularly claimed and efta- 
blifhed by us; and the government’s 
duties have generally been paid. 
BuT not contented with this, the 
Englith gomaftahs, in different parts, 
have 
Whatever article of trade, therefore, has been or- 
dinarily monopolized and granted in farm, it might 
be contended, may ftill be fo enjoyed, and granted 
without infringement of thofe firmauns ; the defign 
of which was, to admit European traders to the 


fame freedom of trading with the Mogul’s own fub- 
jects, and furely not a better.” 
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have lately begun to infift upon this trade 
as a firmaun privilege, equally with the 
foreign trade, and refufe to pay any cuf- 
toms. The government’s people, on 
their part, demand the cuftoms, and 
upon refufal ftop the goods; and this 
conteft has been the occafion of many of 
the complaints received by us and the 
Nabob. 

As, on the one hand, we do not fee 
any reafon why the Englith gentlemen, 
and other inhabitants of Calcutta, and 
the fubordinate factories, fhould carry on 
the inland trade, with the Company’s 
duftuck, or in any other refpe&, more 
advantageoufly than the country mer- 
chants; fo, on the other hand, we think 
it would be a great hardfhip, if we, and 
all belonging to us, were not admitted 
upon an equality with the merchants and 
inhabitants of other parts of Bengal, and 
fuftered to trade, on equal terms, in all 
commodities, and in all places, provided 
our agents and gomaftahs do not fet 
themfelves up for magiftrates in the 
country, and carry on their bufinefs by 

force 
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force and oppreffion. Practices of this 
fort, in many of the Englifh agents and 
gomaitahs; and an abufe on the part 
of the Nabob’s officers of the power put 
into their hands, for the reftraint of fuch 
practices, have been the caufes of the 
many complaints lately received. 

In thefe fentiments, the regulations 
we have propofed to the Nabob for fix- 
ing the manner of carrying on this trade 
in future, and preventing any difputes 
between his officers, and our agents and 
gomaftahs, are as follow. | 

First, That for all trade imported 
or to be exported by fhipping, the Com- 
pany’s duftuck fhall be granted, and it 
fhall pafs unmolefted, and free of cuf- 
toms as uiual. 

SeconD, For all trade from one place 
in the country to another, in commodi- 
ties produced in the country, as falt, bee- 
tle-nut, tobacco, &c. the Company’s 
duftuck fhall not be granted ; but it thall 
go with the duftuck of the buxbun- 
der, thahbunder, or other office of the 
country government, 

THIRD, 


st 
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‘Tuirp, That at the time of taking 
out the faid duftuck, and before the dif- 
patch of the goods, the duties fhall be 
paid according to the rates, which fhall 
be particularly fettled and annexed to this 
agreement. 

FourTu, That the faid duties, fo to 
be paid before exportation,: fhall be the 
whole that are to be paid; fo that after 
the difpatch of the goods, nothing fhall 
be paid at any chokeys in the road, nor 
at the place of fale. 

Firru, That all goods, being furnifh- 
ed either with the Company’s duftuck, 
or that of the government, fhall mect 
with no obftruction or delay. The 
guards and chokeys on the road fhall 
have nothing more to do, than to demand 
a fight of the duftuck, unlefs they thall 
obferve the boats to be laden with a larger 
quantity of goods, than are mentioned 
in the duftuck ; in which cafe, they are 
to give immediate notice to the nearett 
Englith factory, as well as to the near- 
eft officer of the government, that or- 
ders may be fent to have a ftri&t exami- 

nation ; 
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nation ; but they are not to detain them 
in the road. , 
SixtH, If any one fhould attempt to 
pafs goods without a duftuck, either 
from the government or the Company, 
or fhall clandeftinely procure a Compa- 
ny’s duftuck to pafs falt, tobacco, or 
other produce of the country, from place 
to place, for inland trade, fuch goods 
fhall be feized and confifcated. The 
guards and chokeys in the road are to 
{top them, and to give notice to the 
neareft Englifh factory, as well as the 
neareft officer of the government. 
SEVENTH, If any perfon, not having’ 
a duftuck, fhall attempt to pafs boats or’ 
goods clandeftinely, under the cover of, 
and in company with, other boats of 
goods, having a duftuck, fuch boats or 
goods fo attempted to be paffed clan- 
deftinely, fhall be feized and confifcated. |’ 
Ercutru, The gomaftahs in every! 
place thall carry on their trade fréely, and! 
as merchants; and thal, on no account)! 
ufe force in buying or felling.’ If arly’ 
difputes arife in the courfe of their bu- 
finefs, 
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finefs, they fhall not attempt to redrefs 
themfelves, but fhall make their com- 
plaints to the fougedar, or other officer of 
the government, and have the matter 
tried before him. In like manner, if 
any merchant or inhabitant fhall be ag- 
grieved by any Englifh gomaftah, he 
fhall make his complaints to the fouge- 
dar, or other officers of the government ; 
and the gomaftah being duly fummoned, 
fhal] appear before him to an{wer to the 
charge, and have the matter determined. 

Nintu, Todeter the fougedars, and 
other officers of the government, from 
being guilty of any partiality, they fhall 
be enjoined to tran{fmit to the Nabob 
copies of their proceedings, upon all 
trials where Englith agents or gomaftahs 
are concerned ; and likewife to give a 
copy to the agent or gomaftah, who, if 
he thinks himfelf aggrieved, may fend 
the fame to his principal; and he may 
make hiscomplaint to the Prefident,who, 
if the cafe requires it, will apply to 
the Nabob for redrefs ; and when any 
fougedar, or other officer of the govern- 


ment, 
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ment, fhall prove guilty of fuch partia- 
lity, the Nabob fhall punith him in the 
moft exemplary manner. 

We think it would be unreafonable 
to defire to carry on the inland trade up- 
on any other footing, than that of the 
merchants of the country; and thatthe 
attempting to carry at on free of cuf- 
toms, and with the Company’s duftuck, 
would bring upon us univerfal jealoufy 
and ill-will, and, in the end, prejudice 
the Company’s affairs, as well as our 
own. In the courfe of our conferences 
upon this fubje&t, the Nabob obferved, 
that if the Englifh gomaftahs were per- 
mitted to trade in all parts, and in all 
commodities cuftom-free, as many of 
them now pretend, they muft of courfe 
draw all the trade into their own hands, 
and his cuftoms would be of fo little 
value to him, that it would be much 
more for his intereft to lay trade entire- 
ly open, and colle& no cuftoms from any 
perfon whatever, upon any kind of mer- 
chandize, which would draw a number 
‘of merchants into his country, and en- 

creafe 
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creafe his revenues, by encouraging the 
cultivation and manufaCture of a larger 
quantity of goods for fale ; at the fame 
time, he added, it would effectually cut 
off the principal fubjed& of the difputes, 
which had difturbed the good under- 
ftanding between us, an object which 
he had more than any other at heart. 
This {fcheme we difcouraged all in our 
power, as it would immediately render 
the duftuck ufelefs, and prejudice our 
Honorable Mafters bufinefs, by enhanc- 
ing the number of purchafers ; and it 
is an argument why we ought. readily to 
confent to the regulation now propofed, 
not‘to rifk hurting the Company’s in- 

terefts, for our own private advantage. 
Tue Nabob defires our orders may 
be repeated, that none of the Compa- 
ny’s fervants, their agents, gomaftahs, 
or other perfons employed by them, fhall 
be permitted to hold offices under the 
country government, nor to purchafe, 
rent, or hold lands, gunges or markets, 
nor to lend money to the zemindars or 
collectors, as all thefe are fources of dif- 
pute 
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pute between the Company’s people and 
the government'’s. 

We have fent Mr. Helas the Nabob’s 
orders for the free purchafe of the tim- 
bers wanted for the new fort; and the 
Nabob has expreffed to Sheer Allee, the 
fougedar of that diftri@t, his highet dif- 
pleafure at the obftruCtions he before laid 
in his way, and the ill treatment which 
the Englifh gomaftahs in general com- 
plained of from him. 

INCLOSED we fend the Nabob’s or- 
ders to Mahomed Allee, the collector of 
the Dacca diftriéts, enjoining him to re- 
leafe all boats that may be ftopped by him, 
or any perfon under his jurifdiction, to 
demand for cuftoms nothing more than 
has hitherto been paid upon the inland 
trade of thofe parts, and to refund all 
that may have been extorted beyond 
that. Likewife another order to the 
fame perfon, requiring him to tranfmit 
a more circumftantial account of the dif- 
pute between the uncle and nephew a- 
bout the zemindarree of Baboopoor, and 
how it happened, that three or four of 

Vou. If. M our 
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our feepoys were killed there. But as 
both in this affair, and that of Taage~ 
poor, dependent on Poorneea, where one 
of Mr. Gray’s gomaftahs was killed, 4 
fevere example feems highly neceffary ; 
we have agreed with the Nabob, to fend 
a perfon on our part along with one of 
his, to enquire upon the {pot, and bring 
a full and impartial account of each of 
thefe events; and the Nabob has pro- 
mifed to punith his people with the ut- 
moft feverity, if they pysove to be as 
guilty as they now appear. Mr. Haf- 
tings wil] go to Taagepoor to finifh that 
enquiry ; and we defire you will direct 
Mr. Billers, to produce the neceflary 
proofs to the perfon, who may be ap« 
pointed by the Nabob to enquire con- 
cerning the other affair.” 


Ags I thought I was doang a great fer- 
vace to the Englifh merchants, by efta-. 
blithing a right.to a trade which had al- 
ways before been difputeds and as the 
other segulations before propofed ap-. 
peaced to me entirely juft and necefiary, 

I made 
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I made no fcruple to affure the Nabob 
they fhould take place, efpecially as I con- 
ceived myfelf to be fully authorized by 
the Board to act for them on this occafion. 
I informed myfelf, as well as poffible, 
of the duties ufually paid upon falt, and 
other articles of inland trade; and in 
confequence of thefe enquiries, I agreed 
with the Nabob, that the rate of duties 
fhould be nine per cent. on the prime: 
coft, at the places where the goods are 
provided. I found this to be * below 
the rate already paid at Luckypoor ; and 
I knew, that the profits on thaf branch 
of trade would bear fuch a charge with- 
out the leaft caufe of complaint. The 
Nabob having fet afoot an expedition a- 
gainft Beteea and Napaul, which he in- 
tended to command in perfon, waited 
only my taking leave of him to fet out. 
In order therefore to bring our bufinefs 
to a conclufion, he fummied up all his 
complaints and propofals in a letter, 
dated the 26th of December ; and I im-~ 
mediately wrote him an anfwer, affuring 

M 2 him, 


* As is manifeftly proved, page 140 of this Vol. 
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him, that the regulations we had agreed 
on fhould be eftablithed. I told him, 
that upon my arrival at Calcutta, orders 
from the Board fhould be fent in confe- 
quence to all our fubordinate fafories. 
At the fame time, I defired that he would 
give me orders to all his officers, direc- 
ting them to act in conformity to thefe 
regulations ; which orders fhould be for- 
warded along with ours from Calcutta. 
The following are exact tranflations 
of the Nabob’s letter, and my an{wer, 
containing the propofed regulations. 


Tranflaiion of a Letter from the Nabob 


to the Governor: 


es A® there are many places within 
‘& the perganahs, in the provinces 

of ‘Bengal and Bahar, much oppreffed 
by thd Engliv Company's gomaftahs and 
fervants, I hal trouble you to write 
to the chiefs of Coffimbuizar, Dacca, 
Eavckypuor, | Malda) Putna, ' &c. not 
to‘pive ‘dufliicks, ‘or permit any one to 
hort Brghith 'volors, ‘befities what' are 
grammed For dhe ‘Cohipan'y’s fhip-meér- 
yay) EO SO" Hhatitide ; 

if 
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chandize ; that on whatever goods of 
this country they purchafe and fell, they 
fhall pay duties for the fame as other 
merchants, and receive a duftuck from 
the fircar, and may pafs and repafs, on- 
ly giving a copy of their duftuck at every 
gaut; that they fhould ufe no force in 
the purchafe and fale of goods ; nor take 
poffeffion of the houfes and golas belong- 
ing to the reiats and merchants. The 
muffulmen merchants pay a duty of nine 
per cent. at the gauts, and place of pur- 
chafe, &c. you will alfo appoint the 
fame duty. Let not any one impede the 
dellols and weavers of the fircar at the 
aurungs of Dacca, Radanagur, Kuirpay, 
Nuddea, Moorfhedabad, Malda, Cau- 
lygaum, &c. where the fircar may freely 
purchafe; nor injure or opprefs the in- 
habitants of the Perganahs; nor protec 
the reiats, merchants, renters, and fer- 
vants of the government; nor prejudice 
the revenues. As the Company’s go- 
maftah’s make falt at Sundeep, &c. I de- 
fire you will write tothem, not to make 
any more there, but, like other mer- 


M 3 chants, 
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chants, to purchafe it from the mio- 
lunghees at the market price. You will 
dire the gentlemen, gomaftahs, mut- 
tafeddees and moonfhees, and other offi- 
cersof the Englith Company, torelinquith 
their farms, taalooks, gunges and golas, 
and not take any in future ; to afford no 
protection to any one, upon proof to re- 
ceive back the money that they paid for 
their purchafes; not borrow from, or 
lend to the muttafeddees, aumils, ze~ 
raindars, or other dependents of the go- 
vernment ; not to coin any money at 
the Moorfhedabad, Dacca, or Patna 
mints, as it occafions a lofg to the fircars 
ut to coin their money at Calcutta. In 
the perganahs of Cuddy-barry and Ca- 
loo-bauboo-para, and my other jagheer 
lands, under the jurifdiction of Affam, 
the revenues formerly amounted to forty 
thoufand rupees,, arifing from the trade 
of falt, large timbers, and feveral other 
articles. ‘The government's people ufed 
to carry op the commerce there, and no 
other merchants were permitted to traf- 
fick with the moungaineers. ‘T'wo years 
ago 
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ago Mr. Chevalier went there, and he 
has put an entire {top to the trade of the 
fircar, and himfelf trafficks with the 
mountaineers, from whence a lofs arifes 
to my revenues; and he forcibly feizes 
the taalookdars and reiats of the aforefaid 
perganahs, to make them draw tim- 
bers, by which means they are brought 
to the laft diftrefs. In the perganahs of 
Gopalpoor and Dukkunbar-poor, and 
other diftricts, where falt is made, the 
people of the Company’s factory work 
the falt pans; and they take poffeffion 
of all the falt which the molynghees of 
other perganahs have made, by which 
means J fuffer a very great lofs. Morc- 
over, they oblige the reiats to receive 
money from them for purchafing rice, 
and by force and violence they take more 
than the market price affords; and the 
reiats are running away en account ‘of 
thefe oppreffions. For many years it 
has been cuftomary for the Cafhmeer 
merehants to advance money at Sunder- 
bund, and provide catia to work 
the falt pans there; they paid the rents 

| M 4 “for 
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for, mn falt pans, at the feveral.perga-, , 
nahs ; ; and, the, duties, on the falt,, which. 
were paid at Burry-faul chokey, belonge' : 
ing ta the Shahbunder, amounted to near 

t irty ‘thoufand rupees; at prefent, the , 
people of the factory have difpoffeffed 
the Cafhmeer merchants, and have ap- 
propriated all the falt to themfelves, 
Pleafe to write to the gomaftahs of the 
aforefaid places, to defift from exercifing 
any atthority there.” 


Tranflation of the Governor's Anfwer to 
; the above Letter. 


; “1 
HAVE been honored with the req 
ceipt of your Excellency’s letter, 

ana under{tand the feveral contents. A- 

greeabily to your defire, I will write to 

the’ ‘chiefs of the factories, to grant a 

Com any’ 5 duftuck upon the purchafe 

and fale of all thipp ing goods; and that 

they will deal like ae merchants, in fycb 
goods as are bought ang fold in different: 
parts of | he country, for the jnland trade, 

That they. ra not give, a Companys , 

duftick, but mutt. pay arduty, of, aR: 


per 
ity ty 
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per cent. upon the purchafe of the 
goods, in lieu of all demands at the 
chokeys, &c. into the buxbunder or 
fhahbunder, and take a duftuck from 
thence, and not be guilty of any vio- 
lence or extortion. I hope that you, on 
your part, will give orders to the fou- 
gedars, and other officers of the fircar, 
that they are not to give any interrup- 
tion to the purchafe and fale of fhipping 
goods, with which there will bea Com- 
pany’s duftuck ; nor to make the leaft ~ 
demand upon them ; and that they muft 
by no means interrupt the purchafe and 
fale of the inland trade, but muft grant 
a duftuck for the goods, after having 
taken the ftipulated duty upon the pur- 
chafe-price, agreeably to your com- 
mands ; and that the drogas of the cho- 
keys muft only take a copy of the duf- 
tuck, and make no demands. 

IWave already wrote to all the chief's 
of the factories, not to opprefs the reiats 
and inhabitants of the perganahs, nor 
protect’ ‘your dependents, nor make any 
difturbatite in the affairs ‘of the fircar. ‘I 

will 
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will now again write particularly to the 
chiefs ; and freth orders fhall likewife be 
fent to the feveral gomaftahs to defift 
from fuch proceedings, to look upon the 
officer of the fircar as the proper magif- 
trate; and in cafe of any difturbances or 
difputes, to appear before him, and 
there fettle them. You will give orders 
to you fougedars and officers, that they 
muft behave to the gomaftahs with truth 
and uprightnefs, and act without par- 
tiality ; and if any one makes a com- 
plaint againft a gomaitah, that they muft 
fend for the gomaftah and decide the 
difpute; and in cafe of a gomaftah’s 
‘making any complaint, that they muft 
take that likewife into confideration and 
decide it. 

' Twave wrote to the chiefs of Chit- 
tagong, and Luckypoor, that they muft 
not work the falt-pans themfelves, nor 
interrupt the merchants and renters of 
falt- -pans, ‘who | pay the ‘government’s 
rents; but purchafe from them what- 


‘ever they’ a to purchafe C5 r accord- 


Fie gp F Eye ‘ id ngly 


ne. 
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ingly fend you inclofed two letters for 
the faid chiefs. 

Orpers thall be fent to the chiefs and 
gomaftahs of the factories, not torent nor 
purchafe any lands, nor to lend to, nor 
borrow money from the zemindars and 
officers of the fircar; and that they muft 
give up whatever taalooks they may have 
heretofore purchafed. You will be pleaf- 
ed to give orders, that the purchafe-mo- 
ney be returned; but I have received 
complaints from feveral places, that the 
officers of the fircar infift upon the 
former collections, and beat, and bind, 
and imprifon the people ; {uch proceed- 
ings are contrary to juftice. You will 
therefore give them orders to return the 
purchafe-money, and by no means to 
demand the paft accounts. 

Tue chiefs and gomatftahs of the fac- 
tories hall be ftrittly direéted not to ob- 
ftrac& the delolls and weavers of the 
fircar, 

_ Ur itis not agreeable to you, that the 
money and bullion’ of the Englith gen- 
tlemen and gomajftahs fhould be coined 

in 
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ihvithe Patna and:the Dacca mints, bnd 
it: occafions:a lofs to the fitcar, you will 
give orders to your drogas 'there, hot to 
receive-from them any money or bultfion 
for coining; yet the fhroffs, upon be- 
ing:!acquainted with this, will demand 
as,much batta as they pleafe, by which 
means the Company’s bufinefs will be 
ftopped. I hope, therefore, that you 
will write to the Naibs of Moorfheda- 
bad, ‘Patna, and Dacca, that the mo- 
ney Of the Englifh Company, and gen- 
tlemen,, muft pay batta, according to 
the rate of the Bazar ; and that they muft 

unifh the fhroffs, in cafe of their de- 
rhanding more. 

Tue gomaftahs at Gwalparah fhall 
be dtrictly charged to carry on their com- 
mercial bufinefs as formerly, and not to 
trade themfelves with the mountaineers, 
but ta make all their purchafes and fales 
through the hands of the droga of the 
fircar, You will pleafe ‘to enjoin the 
droga, to deal with the Englith gomaf- 
tahs in the fame manner as with sai 
merchants.” - 4 
tee ge ‘TH 
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. Tue foregoing is the letter, * which 
we fhall find in the fequel, wrefted into 
a thoufand different forms, to make it 
appear odious, introduced, on all occa- 
fions, with malevolent remarks, and 
loudly inveighed againft, by the reft of 
the Council. I leave it without further 
notice, till my return to Calcutta, when 
enough will be faid of it. 
Tue day after the delivery of this 
letter to the Nabob, I took my leave of 
4 him, 
* ‘Two of thearticles mentioned in this letter, viz. 
the reftriction of the trade to Rangamettec, and the 
prohibition to the Chittagong and Luckypoor faéto- 
ries, againft making falt upon the grounds rented by 
the country merchants from the government, ai¢ 
mot mentioned in the letter tothe Board, of the r5th 
of December, where Mr. Haftings and I acquamt- 
ed them with the regulations we propofed. ‘Ihe 
reafon was, that the Nabob had not then entered, 
into thofe particulars ; but as he complained of thefe 
innovations afterwards in hislettér, I édtrfd not des 
ny;him the juftice he afked. Jt will be’ fouhd ‘hereL 
after, that the neceffity: of 'jthefe .reffraints bas: 


been full acknowledge extend them, 
farther ; ‘and th that’ T are pi Pasay eer cos 
firn ‘Sut dt WeMtosial refatds finc?! T ‘was’ equally rea 
dy to admit Meer Jaffier’s rights, when Hé was réa 
efiabhfhed in the government. 
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him, and proceeded. to Patna, wiiere I 
arrived the 1ftof January, and met with : 
Mr. Ellis. I found that his animofity 
againft the Nabob had taken root too 
deep to be moved, and I was confirmed 
in the opinion, that a reconciliation 
was not poflible. 

I srayep only four days at Patna, 
in which time the Nabob’s deputy laid 
before me his complaints; and requeft- 
ed, that fuch orders might be given 
thereupon, as to prevent any difputes 
happening in future. I conferred with 
Mr. Ellis upon all thofe points, heard 
his objections, and gave him my opinion 
fully. What we chiefly differed upon, 
were the Burbunna gate of the city, and 
the gunge. 

Ts Burbunna gate wasa {mall wick- - 
et, in the north-weit quarter of the ci- 
ty of Patna, which lay moft convenient 
for our factory fervants to pafs in and 
out. Bhe Nabob infifted upon fhuttiag 
up this, wicket, for the better preferving 
good order in. the city; and, Mr. Ellis 
declared.it fhould not be done, becaufe 

es ' ut 
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it would be snconvenient to our fervants, 
to go five or fix hundred yards round to 
the ‘common weft-gate of the city. I 
was with Mr. Ellis on the fpot, it feem-~ 
ed to me to be of no great confequence 
on either fide, and the Nabob’s right 
was indifputable. I told Mr. Ellis that 
this was my opinion, and he acqui- 
efced. If he had been fo candid, as to 
tet} me then, that he thought it a mat- 
ter of fo much importance, that it ought 
to be referred to the Board, I would 
have endeavored to make the Nabob 
acquiefce, for fear of its becoming a 
party affair. 

THE gunge was a large mart or mar- 
ket place, for importing grain for whole- 
fale. In this country, as in all others, 
itis the right only of the government, 
to eftablifh fuch marts where cuftoms 
are collected, protections granted, and 
other adts of fovereignty exercifed. 

-Trwis * gunge, near the Englith fac- 
tory at Patna, was fet’ up without -any 
right, grant, or order, either ftom the 

eho ek Company, - 


* It went by the name of Colonel Gunge. 


cd 
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Campany, or the Nabob; an authority 
fuch as no private perfon can be allow- 
ed; and it proved a continual fource 
of difputes with the country govern- 
ment, for the advantage of particulars. 
On this fubje&t Mr. Ellis feemed to be 
convinced, promifed that he would fuf- 
fer no more grain to be imported there ; 
that he would remove what was in it as 
faft as he conveniently could, and abo- 
lith the gunge. 

THE following is a copy of the an- 
{wer I] wrote to the Patna deputy’s re- 
prefentations, after having fully difcuffed 
every article with Mr. Ellis; and I fent 
that gentleman a copy of it. 


Tranflation of the Governor's Letter to 
Rajah Nobit Roy. Dated January 4, 
1763. 

“JE Have read the feveral requetts 

which you wrote under feparate 
heads. Agreeably to your defire, I have 
directed Mr. Ellis, the chief at Patna, 
to abolifh celonel Gunge, and accord- 
ingly orders have, from this day, been 


eiven 
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given to the merchants, not to bring 
their goods there any more ; yet, as it 
is neceflary, that fome grain fhould be 
laid up in ftore for the Company, to be 
ufed in a time of {carcity, I have there- 
fore directed Mr. Ellis to build fome 
golas in fuch places as you fhall think 
proper to appoint, and to purchafe from 
the merchants of the gunge, and keep 
in the faid golas about twenty thoufand 
maunds of grain on the Company’s ac- 
count. After which, the merchants thall 
be at liberty to difpofe of what they may 
have remaining, according to their own 
inclinations, or to keep it in the gunges 
of the fircar; moreover, if they are in- 
clined to ferve the Company as hereto- 
fore, itis well; andif they are defirous 
of fettling in any of the fircar’s gunges, 
they have liberty fo todo. When you 
have fixed upon a place for erecting the 
golas, you will fend your fervant with 
a note to Mr. Ellis, and you will allow 
what time may be neceffary for temov- 
ing the grain from the old golas to the 

Vox. II, N new 
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new ones, that no unreafonable lofs may 
fall upon the merchants. 

WitTu regard to what you write a- 
bout not holding any taalooks, and not 
lending to, nor borrowing from the offi- 
cers and zemindars, orders have already 
been given to this purport, and I under- 
ftand, that no body has done fuch things ; 
however, I have now repeated thofe or- 
ders. 

You fay, that numbers of merchants 
catry away their goods for fale, under the 
protection uf the fuctory, and that # 
fhould enquire into this matter. It has 
of old been cuftomary, that a duftuck 
Should be granted, with whatever cloth, 
Sic. is purchafed by the merchants, from 
the Englifh Company and gentlemen, 
and that they fhould accordingly carry 
away the goods, and fell them wherever 
they pleafe; thisis no new cuftorn, and 
this is the only protection afforded them. 
maa ov conxyplain, that’ the merchants 
carry away goods, the produce*of this 
cppatry,, fram the factory inte, the pro- 
vinces, with regard to fuch goods-as are 

bought 
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bought and fold in the country. The Na- 
bob andi have agreed, that a certain du- 
ty fhall be paid for them at once, accord- 
ing to the purchafe price; when this 
regulation fhall every where take place, 
no duties will be demanded upon the 
road. 

I UNDERSTAND what you write about 
fhutting up the Berbunna wicket of the 
fort, and concerning the entrenchment 
by the river-fide; and I have feen both 
the places in queftion. ‘The entrench- 
ment by the river-fide is very proper ; as 
to the fhutting the wicket, thotgh there 
does not appear to be any great neceffity 
for it, and the going round about will 
be an inconvenience to the people of the 
factory, neverthelefs, as it is the Na- 
bob’s order, do it whenever you pleafe, 
nobody will obftruct you. 

You fay, that Zein-Al-aubudeen, the 
aumil of Bahar, writes, that a gomaftah 
of the factory took an obligation from 
one Deyuchund, a merchant, that no- 
body fhould buy opium befides the Eng- 
irfh fatory. I afked the aumil in your 

N 2 prefence, 
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prefence, and in that of feveral mer- 
chants, whether he had a copy of the 
obligation or not. He anfwered, that 
‘© Deyuchund complained to him, that 
Beenymadoo, an Englifh gomaftah, had 
taken an obligation from him, and had 
forbid him trading in opium, and that 
therefore it could not be expected he 
fhould pay the ufual duties ;” and that he 
fhewed him a copy of the obligation, 
but did not leave it with him. Now itis 
uncertain, whether this ftorv be true, or 
whether the merchant wds prompted by 
his own.intereft, to impofe upon the au- 
mil, that he might avoid paying the du- 
ties; it is therefore proper you thould 
fend for the merchant, and enquire into 
the affair, in prefenee of Mr. Ellis, whom 
Ihave directed to inflict a proper punifh- 
ment upon the gomaftah, in cafe the 
coiiplaint be proved; and in cafe it ap- 
pears to be falfe, you, on your part, 
fiould infli&t ‘a proper are upon 
the rnerchant. 
W ir regard to the fircar’s falt, that 
is in esis hatids of es Mahomed. A- 
fhruff, 
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fhruff, it appears, from the account he 
fhewed me, that he has, in different 
places, difpofed of 23,596 maunds, and 
that he has now remaining upon hishands 
27,333 maunds; I enquired of him, in 
your prefence, what was the reafon of 
his having difpofed of fo fmall a quan- 
tity only, in fuch a length of time. He 
replied, that ‘* in many places there 
was falt belonging to the Englifh gentle- 
men ; and it was not in his power to ftop 
the fale of their merchandize, in order 
to difpofe of the fircar’s ; and that, not- 
withftanding the obligation entered into 
by the merchants of the city, the officers 
of feveral of the neighboring places, did 
not put a ftop to the bufinefs of other 
merchants, fo that it was impoffible he 
fhould fell the government’s falt, at an 
advanced price, whilft they fold theirs 
at the former price.” As the bufinefs 
of the merchants of the city has been 
{topped for three or four months, by 
which they have fuffered greatly, and as 
they will be entirely ruined, if their/bu- 
Gnefs continues to be fo ftopped, I wquld 
ae N 3 therefore 
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therefore advife you to take back what 
falt of the fircar’s remains unfold, and 
to difpofe of it at the market price; for 
the Nabob will by no means approve of 
injuring the merchants. 

You fhould examthe Meer Afhruff’s 
aceount, whether he has fold agreeably 
thereto, or more than is therein {peci- 
fied ; in eafe he has fold more, it is rea- 
fonable that you fhould take from him 
whatever money he has received for it ; 
but if bis account be juft, he is not in 
fault, receive the money from him ac- 
cordingly, and make no further demands. 
I fhall acquaint the Nabob with all thefe 
particulars, and he will inform you of 
‘his pleafure. 

You defire Mr, Ellis may be dire@- 
ed not to fend any money or bullion to 
the mints to be coined. This affair is 
within the limits of your own uthori- 
ty. Give orders to the droga of the 
mints hot to reteive any thoney or bul- 
lioh, that may be brought by the fervante 
of the factory to be coined; and write 
to Mr. Elis, that. if he chufes. it, you 

will 
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will coin money for him on the fame’ 
terms as for other merchants, or eHe 
that he may exchange it at the Bazar 
price. 

I UNDERSTAND what you write con- 
cerning the revenues of Birrumpoor vil- 
lage, and the Nezzeranna for the falt-pe- 
tre. Some thoufand rupees were at dif-' 
ferent times paid by the Company to 
Raja Ramnarain’s army ; of which I faw 
the particulars in the Company’s books, 
and I have directed Mr. Ellis to make 
out the account; and after having de- 
duéted Rajah Ramnarain’s debs, to pay 
the balance into the fircar’s treafury. 

Ir is proper that you fhould look 
upon me as one interefted in your wel- 
fare, and let me pee the pleafure a) 
hearing from you.” 


I reinx it will be generally admitted; 
thdt all thefe regulations made and pro- 
pofed, both at Mongheer and Patna; 
were entirely agreeable to juftice- ‘arid 
equity, and well calculdted for the’ be- 
‘nefit both: of the Nabob’s. governnientt, 
fy yd N 4 and 
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gad the Company’s, and to prevent dif- 
putes between them. I did not doubt 
of this appearing in the fame light to the 
gentlemen of the Council in Calcutta, 
and affured myfelf, that they would have 
fo much regard for their public utility, 
as to have joined with me heartily in 
eftablifhing them, even if they fhould 
be found in any part to interfere in fome 
tacafure with their private advantages ; 
but I foon found the contrary ; and that 
the heads of the party had taken this op- 
portunity of encreafing their ftrength, 
by reprefenting to the reft of the Coun- 
cil, that ] had an intention of cutting 
off the moft profitable branches of their 
trade. We fhall foon fee the violent 
effegt, which the propagation of this 
doftrine produced. 

Iosuergr Patna the 5th of January, 
and called for one day at Mongheer, 
where I faw the Nabob, ready to:pro~ 
ceed on the expedition to Beteea and Na- 
pavly, his, army having already eroffed. 
the rjver., Jé,may nat be improper to 
“~ potice, pf, the ftate of the Nahob’s 


forces 
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forces at this time, and the fervice on 
which they were going. 

AT his acceffion to the Subahthip his 
army, which ftood upon the books of 
the government at the rate of upwads 
of ninety thoufand men, was compofed 
of the fame forces, which had fuccef- 
fively ferved the Nabobs Aliverdi Cawn, 
Serajah Dowla, and Jafher Alle Cawn, 
andfome of the principal jemmatdars had 
been in the fervice even beyond the time 
of Serfraz Cawn; little dependence could 
be placed on fuch troops, and the fer- 
vants of fo many mafters ; for this rea- 
fon, as foon as the Nabob had got pof- 
feffion of the province of Patna, he dif- 
banded the greateft part of his army, 
intending to raife new troops upon a dif- 
ferent eftablifhment. In this work he 
had advanced fo flowly, that when I was 
at Mongheer, his new raifed cavalry did 
not amount to two thoufand men; and 
his whole force confifted of about fix~ 
teen thoufand horfe, and three battalions 
of feepoys, beides an inconfiderable 
number of peons; who wete kept ra- 

ther 
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ther for fhew than ufe. Wirth this force - 
he planned and attempted the reduQion 
of the kingdom of Napaul, and croffed 
the great river in perfon, with his army, 
leaving his family and treafure at Mang~ 
heer. 

I nave been particular upon this fub- 
jet, becaufe it has been often afferted, 
that he had at this time entertained the 
defign of breaking with the Englifh. 
Had this really been the cafe, or could 
he even have fufpected, that he had gi- 
ven a plea to his enemies amoneft the 
Englifh to make war againft him; can 
it be imagined, that he would have en- 
paped at fuch a time in a foreign war ; 
and by croffing the great river, which a 
fingle battalion of our feepoys from Patna 
might have prevented him from repaf- 
fing, left his family and treafure at Mong- 
heer, and the whole, province expofed to 
our arms? In effect, nothing was more 
oppofite to his intereft, or even his dif- 
pofition, little reafon as he had to be fa- 
tisfied at our behaviour to him. His 
great objed from the beginning, and 

! which 
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which his natural talents were beft fuit- 
ed to, was thre increafe and jmprovement 
of his revenues ; but for war he was to~ 
tally unfit, from his excefhive and known 
timidity ; and] believe I may with fafe~ 
ty afcribe to this caufe, his pafliveneds 
and forbearance in the many provoca-~ 
tions which were given him. He knew 
too well the weight of the Englifh 
power, to with to expofe his life and go- 
vernment to fo unequal a rifque. 

We left Mongheer the oth of Janu- 
ary, and the 14th arrived at Coffimbuzar, 
In the way I received an anfwes * from 
the Council of the 27th of Decem- 
ber, to the joint letter addreffed them 
the 15th of that month, by Mr. Haf. 
tings and me, which had been forward- 
ed to Patnaand returned. With refpect 
to the propofal mentioned in that letter, 
of leaving Mr. Haftings with the Na- 
bob, it could have been to no purpofe, 


aS 

* This letter arriving at Mongheer after my de- 

parture, followed me to Patna; where it alfo arriving 

after I had Tet out from that place, Mr. Ellis dif 

patched it back to me, and it reached me a little be- 
low Monghecr, after I had parted from the Nabob. 
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as.the Nabob was then fetting out upon 2 
diftant expedition ;. and indeed, I hoped 
it would at any rate ‘prove unneceflary 3 
not in the leaft doubting, from the juit- 
nefs and ufefulnefs of the regulations 
which I had made, that the Board on 
ray arrival in Calcutta would readily con- 
firm them. The following are copies 
of the letter from the Council, and of 
my anfwer from Coffimbuzar. 


The Boards Letter to the Governor and 
| Mr. Haftings. Dated December 27, 
1762, 

es W E have received your letter of 
the rsth inftant. We have 

paid due regard to the fubftance thereof; 
but as the articles now drawn up, or that 
may .be concluded on, muft in all pro- 
bahility prove the {tandard and limitation 
of our inland trade for all future years, 
it is.proper that it fhould be maturely 
confidered, and determined on by a full 
Board. We have therefore ordered the 
letter to lye on.the table, until the Pre- 
dent's return. to Calcutta, whea. we fhall 
come 
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come to a final refolution on the fub- 
jea&; and would on that account recom- 
mend his leaving. Mr. Haftings with the 
Nabob, to ratify fuch articles as may be 
then agreed on. 

Anp we think further, that the opi- 
nions of as many of the members of 
the Board fhould be taken on this mat- 
ter, as can be conveniently collected. 
We beg leave to advife the Prefident’s 
talking with Mr. Ellis for that purpofe. 

We fhall write to Luckypoor, agree- 
able to what you recommend, regard- 
ing the zemindarree of Bauboopoor ; and 
alfo forward to Dacca the orders on Ma- 
homed Allee. We muft however re- 
mark, that we were in hopes, from the 
manner the Prefident expreffed himfelf 
in a former letter, that Mahomed Allee 
would have been difmiffed from his em- 
ploy with difgrace, and obliged to make 
reftitution for the damages fuftained by 
the delays he had occafioned. And'we 
mui{t needs fay, that -we think’ thefe aré 
points which ought ftill tobe infifted: on}’ 
as we cannot efteein his‘being-drdered td’ 

refund 
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refund the extorted duties any fatisfac- 
tion ; becaufe we cannot fee any righy 
or authority he (Mahamed Allee) had 
to exact thefe additional duties, or caufe 
the interruptions he did, until a treaty 
ef the nature now prepofed had been 
concluded.” 


Extrad of a Letier from the Governor 
to the Baerd. Dated Coflimabuzar, 
January 15, 1763. 

se Wik re{pect to Mahomed Al- 

tee, the collector at Dacca, 1 
covld mot refufe a propofition fo reafon- 
able, as what the Nabob made ; that is, 
that he fhould have an opportunity of 
anfwering for himfedlf. Inclofed d fend 
you copies of his addreffes to the Na- 
bob, on the fubpect of the -complaints 
again ‘him. 

Mirva ALLE Rezza is appointed 
aimecn -to go and-emquire upon ‘the ‘fpot ; 
and orders should -be fent to the chiefs of 
Dacca, Chittagong, and Luckypeor, to 
produce mhat proofs they cen of the 
facts complained: of, -to the fard-atneen. - 

I cAN 
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J CAN venture to affure you, the Na- 
bob will not be backward an punwhing 
Mahomed Allee, if he proves guilty. 
Torrut Sing, the amuldar of Tauge- 
poor, being convicted of killing Mr. 
Gray’s gomattah, has received fentence 
#0 be hanged at the place where she vio- 
4once was committed ; and Sheer AUee, 
fer endeavoring to {creen him, and his 
dH behavior to our gomattahs in general, 
will be difmiffed from his government 
of Poorneea. , . 

I ogseRveE, what you mention con- 
cerning the inland trade, in your letter 
to Mr. Haftings and me jointly; the 
Company’s duftuck never having been 
granted for thofe articles of trade by any 
former governors ; neither fhall I-think 
myfelf empowered to grant them, with- 
outthe orders of our Honorable Matters ; 
and therefore to prevent our being liable 
to have our goods ftopped for duties, at 
many different.places, as is the cafe with 
the country merchants, I wifhed to hawe 
thofe duties made up in the moft.raaton- 
able manner inte one fum, tobe paid at 

3 one 
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one place before the difpatch of the 
goods. After getting what information 
we could, Iagreed with the Nabob that 
they fhould be rated at g per cent. upon 
the purchafe-price ; which being paid 
before the’ difpatch of the goods, and 
the duftuck of the country government 
taken, they fhould be liable to no other 
demands throughout the three provinces. 
You will obferve, that this is lefs than 
the Luckypoor gentlemen, in their let- 
ter of the 6th of November lait, men- 
tion, they have always paid upon falt 
and tobacco, which are the principal 
objects of this trade. In my way down, 
I took an account from the agents of 
fome Patna and Hoogly merchants, of 
what they had paid, and were liable to 
pay for the falt under their charge, by 
which you will perceive, that the fir- 
carree duties only, without reckoning the 
duftore taken at the feveral chokeys, 
amounts, by the loweft of the feveral 
informations, to more than 25 rupees 
per roo maunds. I have fent a copy of 
this account to the Nabob, and recom- 

mended 
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mended to him to free the merchants 
in general from fuch a variety of de-- 
mands, by receiving from them in lke 
manner a reafonable rate of cuftoms 
in one place only. 

I yesTerpay fent for the principal 
fhroffs of the city, and enquired of 
them, why they refufed to exchange the 
Calcutta ficcas ; and as they are ftruck 
with the name of Moorfhedabad, how 
they could diftinguifh them from thofe 
which are ftruck in the Moorfhedabad 
mint? They replied, that the ftamp 
was not fo well made at Calcutta, and 
that the rupees, for the moft part, are 
too broad and thin, by which they could 
diftinguifh them. I defired Mr. Batifon 
to fend for fome, and upon examination, 
found the obfervation of the fhroffs to be 
very true; however, they agreed to re- 
ceive them, and promifed todo fo in fu- 
ture; the Nabob’s deputy was prefent, 
and affured me, he would enforce it, 
whenever Mr. Batfon may apply to him ; 
but it is neceffary, that our mint-maf- 
ter take all poffible care to make our ru- 

Vout. Il. O pees 
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pees equal in every refpe@ to thofe of 
Moorfhedabad, and if poffible fo alike, 
that they may not be diftinguifhed one 
from another. 

Havinc received from Mr. Amyatt 
the news of the French cruizers in Bal- 
lafore road, I fhall fet out from hence 
to-morrow morning, with relays of 
bearers, to Mirzapoor, from whence I 
fhall proceed in a light boat to Calcutta, 
fo that I fhall probably arrive as foon as 
this letter. 

I LerT major Adams at Patna, and he 
intends-to return by the Pachaet road.” 


Tue day after the difpatch of this 
letter I fet out from Coffimbuzar, up- 
on the news of the French thips being 
in Ballafore road, and arrived in Calcut- 
ta the 18th. 


SECTION 
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SECTION XI. 


The general Aflembly of the Council, 
and their Proceedings. 


The Regulations circulated by the Nabob.— 
Lopy fent to the Board by the Chief of 
Dacca.—The Members of theCounctlcall- 
ed down fromthe fubordinate Fattories.—— 
Letter from Mr. Cartier to the Board, 
on the Subject of his Letter to the Col- 
Leétor of Dacca. Letter from Mef. 
Johnftone, Hay and Bolts to the Board, 
on the Subject of theirs, to the Fouge- 
dar of Poorneca.—Letter from the 
Chief and Council of Dacca to the Board, 
with a Perfian Copy of Mr. Vanfittart’s 
Letter of Regulatwns.— Mr. Gulfton’s 
Tranflation of it.—The Nabob’s Orders 
to his Collector at Dacca.— Minutes of 
Council upon thefe.—Mr. Vaniittart’s 
Minute in Council, on the Subject of the 
above Proceedings.—Violence of the Na- 
bob’s Officers. — Exaggerated Complaints 
againft them.—Orders from the Board 
to Luckypoor azd Dacca.—Mr. A- 

O 2 myatt’s 
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'tnyate’s Minute in Anfwer to Mr. Van- 
' fittart’s.—Firf? Meeting of the general 
Council._——-Motion for calling Mayor 

’ Carnac fo the Board.—The Motion car- 
ricd.—Mr. Amyatt’s Minute at the 
‘Opening of the general Council.—Re- 
marks on it.—Dificulty of acting be- 
gween the Nabob and the Council.— 
Mr. Vanfittatt’s Minute in Council.— 
Frefh Complaimts from Patna and Dac- 
ca Peltories.—Refolutions of the Board 
thereupon, empowering the Factories to 
make Ufe of Force.—Mr. Vanfittart’s 
Letter to the Nabob, acquamting him 
with it.Major Carnac’s Letter to the 
Board, defring to be reinflated in the 
Command of the Troops at Patna.— 
‘Letter from the Chief and Council at 
Patna to the Board, cencerning the 
Gunge.—Plan for condutting the Pro- 
ceedings of the general Council.—De- 
bate concerning the Burbunna Gere and 
the Gunge.— Letter to the Nabob, con- 
ale thining the Refolutions of’ rhe Majority 
for opening the Burbunna Gate.—The 
ie unge ordered ta be abolt ifed, —Qucflions 

10 
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to be debated, relative to the Regula- 
tions and the private Trade.—Complaint 
from Wuckypoor againft the Nabob’s 
Oficers.——Orders to feize the Offi- 
cers. — Debates upon the before-men- 
tioned Queftions. — Refolutions of the 
Board.—Queftion propofed, what Arti- 
cles of Trade fhould pay Duties to the 
Nabob, end what Duties ?—Debate 
upon it, and the Conclufion.—Remarks 
on it.— Mr. Hattings’s additional Mi- 
nute in Council.— Letter from the Na- 
bob ¢o 41s Collector at Dacca, concern< 
ing the Stoppage cf fome Goods belong- 
ing to Mr. Vaniittart—Letter from 
Mr. Vanfittart to the Nabob on that 
Subject.— Further Complaints againft the 
Nabob’s Oficers.+—Fougedar of Ran- 
gamattee ordered to be ferzed.— Plan for 
deciding Difputes between our Agents 
and the WNabob’s Oficers.—Remarks 
upon it.—The Nabob returns from his 
Expedition.— Much alarmed by the ge- 
neral Affembly of the Council.—Three 
Letters from him to the Governor.— 
Letter from theGovernor in Anfwer.— 
Ar. Johnftone’s Motion.— Debate up- 
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on it, and the Refolutions of the Board. 
—Mef. Amyatt and Hay appointed to 
go on a Deputation to the Nabob.— 
Great Difturbances between the Nabob’s 
' Officers and our Faétortes at Patna and 
Dacca. — 4 Detachment from Patna 
jeizes the Nabob’s Officer ut Mow, who 
ts kept Prifoner in the Fattory.—Part 
of that Detachment attacked and car- 
ried before the Nabob, who releafes them. 
—Several Letters from the Chief and 
Council at Patna to the Board, and 
from the Nabob fo the Governor upon 
their Grievances.— Letter to the Na- 
bob, containing the Refolutions of the 
Board upon the foregoing.—The Nabob 
publifbes a general Exemption of Duties. 
— Debate upon that Subject, with the 
Refolution of the Board to infift on the 
Nabob’s annuiling that Ad.— Mef. 
Johnitone and Hay accufe Mr. Vaniit- 
tart of having made a private Agree- 
ment with the Nabob jor the Benefit of 
bis own Trade.— Mr. Vaniittart’s -An- 
fwers.—Lwo Letters from the Nabob, 
containing a warm Remonfirance againft 
the 
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the Proceedings of the Board.—Letter 
from the Chief and Council at Patna, 
with an Account of a Fray between 
fome of their Seepoys, and the Nabob’s 
Forces at Gyah. — The Board offended 
at the Nabob’s Letters. —— Debate in 
Confequence, whether Mef. Amyatt and 
Hay fhould proceed on their Deputation, 
— Agreed, they fhould fet out, and wait 
the Nabob’s Anfwer at Coffimbuzar. 


ig had been agreed between the 
Nabob and me, that after my ar- 
rival at Calcutta, the regulations fhould 
be fent from the Council to the different 
factories, with his orders to his officers, 
which he gave me for that purpofe ; 
but inftead of this, I had hardly left him, 
when he difpatched copies of my letter 
to his officers in all parts of the coun- 
try, with general orders for their ob- 
fervance; and a direction, that all Eng- 
lifh gomaftahs, who refufed to comply 
with them, fhould be turned out of the 
country. Copies of thefe being deliver- 
ed by the Nabob’s officer at Dacca, to- 
O'4 | the 
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the chief of our factory, were by. hint 
immediately forwarded to the Board, 
with a letter filled with the moft aggra- 
vated reprefentations of the lofs, which 
would accrue from them to the private 
commerce, and of the encroachments 
upon what they called our privileges. 
My letter, which contained the regu- 
lations, was put into the hands of Mr. 
Gulfton * to be tranflated, andwas by him 
rendered into Englith, with a pedantick 
fingularity of ftile, and an affected pre- 
cifion and pofitivenefs, efpecially in fuch 
pafii ages, as were called by the Board an 
attack upon their rights. Thefe aggra- 
vations ferved but too effectually to add 
fricl to minds, already difpofed to catch 
fire from the flighteft occafion; and left 
any thing fhould be wanting, to carry 
the defigns of the, party to the moft vio~- 
lent extic.nes, Major Carnac, who had 
no concern, or any tight to interfere in 
fuch 1 matters was called upon to join 
his © opinion to that, which the Board 
thopght i ae to pafs upon thofe regu- 


aly ee lations 3 
a Kee hae ees ‘Porfian tranflator. 
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lations ; and I will take upon me to 
mention him as the author and dire¢tor 
of the refolution, to call down all the 
members of the Board, from the fub- 
ordinate factories to the Prefidency, to 
give a fanction to the meafures which 
he had long had in view, and which 

were now to be carried into execution. 
Anp although it is certain, that the 
unheard of privileges, this.aflembly came 
prepared to infift on, muft neceffarily 
produce a rupture with the Nabob, yet 
the Nabob, by his own folly, made the 
danger more fudden and unayoidable. 
He could no way have given his enemies 
a greater advantage, than by difpatching 
as he did copies of my letter, to all 
parts of the country, and enjoining his 
aumils to enforce the immediate ob- 
fervance of the regulations therein pro- 
pofed, without waiting until directions 
in confequence were fent from Calcutta 
to our factories jointly, with the orders 
to his officers, which he delivered me 
for that purpofe. It is plain, by my let- 
ter to the Nobit Roy (p. 176) that I 
' did 
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did not intend the regulations fhould 
take place till general orders were fent 
every where; and the Nabob himfelf 
well knew, that my orders could not 
take place, till joined with thofe of the 
Board, which he had therefore defired 
me to obtain. Of courfe I expected the 
Nabob would wait, till I could write 
him from Calcutta of the refolutions of 
the Council; if he had, he would have 
found, that they oppofed every part of 
the regulations, and he would have had 
time to determine, whether he would 
fubmit to their demands or not. In- 
ftead of that, his officers proceeding 
immediately to make ufe of force, o- 
bliged me to join with the reft of the 
Board in reftraining them; and thus, 
one act of hoftility following another, 
gave the difcontented on each fide a 
continual opportunity of widening the 
breach, and at length rendering it irre- 
parable. 
Mr, Cartier’s * letter to the Nabob’s 
collector at Dacca, and - that of Mef, 
John- 
* Page 147. + Page 149. 
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Johtiftone, Hay and Bolts, to the fouge- 
dar of Poorneea, have been already taken 
notice of in this narrative, with my rea- 
fons for laying them before the Coun- 
cil, that they might prevent the ill con- 
féquences which fuch a licentioufnefs 
muft produce to our own government, 
and our connedtions with the Nabob, if 
every private perfon took upon himfelf 
to threaten the Nabob’s officers with the 
effects of the Englifh power, and pre- 
{cribe rules for their conduét. Mef, 
Johnftone and Hay (who were members 
of the Board) pretending, that their cha- 
racters were defignedly aimed at by the 
charge againft them, replied to it, with 
the bittere{t invectives and recrimina- 
tions upon myfelf. Mr. Cartier in lefs 
violent terms juftified his own behavi- 
or, by producing the Englifh draught of 
the letter he intended towrite, and which 
was a decent reprefentation of his com- 
plaints; but his moonfhee wrote the 
Perfian original in the terms in which 


it here appears (p. 147.) 


In 
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In the conclufion, the Board vindi- 
cated the behavior of thofe gentlemen, 
and approved of the cenfures which they 
had taken upon them to caft upon my- 
felf; and this affair became a frefh ag- 
gravation of the party rage againft me. 

Ir was not till after my arrival in 
Calcutta, that I fufpected any objections 
could be made to the regulations which 
TI had fettled with the Nabob. With 
this I was firft acquainted by Mr. A- 
myatt, who told me, orders had been 
fent for the members of the Board to 
come down from the fubordinate fettle- 
ments; and I expected accordingly the 
mojt violent oppofition. But when I 
called for, and perufed the proceedings 
of the Board upon this fubje@, nothing 
could exceed my aftonifhment at the in- 
jurious afperfions, and the illiberal in- 
vectives, with which they had recorded 
their difapprobation of my condudt, ex- 
ceeding even the extremeft bounds, to 
which I could have expected the moft 
inveterate malice of party would have led 
them. A copy of thofe Brocecaing: I 

 fhall 
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fhall here enter at large, confifting of 
Mr. Cartier’s letter to the Board, ex- 
plaining the intention of his letter to 
the Nabob’s collector at Dacca. Meff. 
Johnftone and Hay’s letter upon the fub- 
ject of that which they wrote to the fou- 
gedar of Poorneea; the letter from the 
chief and council at Dacca, inclofing 
Perfian copies of mine to the Nabob, 
which contained the regulations, and the 
Nabob’s orders to his officer on the oc- 
cafion; Mr. Guliton’s tranflations of 
thofe Perfian copies, and the refolutions 
of the Board. 


Copy of a Letter from Mr. Cartier fo 
the Council. Dated January 9, 1763. 
~ EING calicd upen by the coun- 

cil of this factory, for an expla- 

nation of a Jetce: wrote to Mahomed 
Allee, collector of the revenues at Dac- 
ca; I think proper, with the confent of 
the gentlemen here, to addrefs myfelf to 
the Board on this occafion; and at the 
fame time, to declare the pleafure it af- 
fords me, to vindicate any part of my 
conduct, 
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condua, that may appear dark or myf- 
terious, before fo juft a tribunal. 

Tue letter addrefled to Mahomed 
Allee was wrote and fent him the gth of 
Otober ; a copy of which, and his an- 
{wer, I forwarded to Mr. Vanifittart ; the 
fame was received by that gentleman, 
during his abode at the French gardens. 
When an entire interruption was put to 
all commerce, our fervants plundered, 
and ufed ill; the flag grofly infulted, e- 
ven in the city, and almoft under our 
eye; when our intercourfe to Calcutta 
by letters was one time {topped ; in what 
fhape was I to act, but in the manner I 
did? Mahomed Allee was pointed out, 
by the whole country, as the principal 
encourager of thefe grievances and in- 
fults. On my applying to him for re- 
drefs, by the dewan and vackeel of the 
factory, he conftantly denied having the 
Jeaft hand in them. I therefore thought 
it beft, in fuch a fituation of affairs, to 
apply myfelf to him by letter, and to 
demand a pofitive declaration as to the 
caufe of thefe difturbances. His anfwer 

was 


Tranfactions in BENGAL. 207 


was fach, as might be expected from an 
intriguing man, in every refpect evafive 
and unfatisfactory. 

You think, gentlemen, the ftile of 
my letter was rather improper, and tend- 
ing to promote thofe evils, which you 
have taken fo much pains to remedy ; 
namely, a jealoufy and diftruft. I muft 
beg leave, gentlemen, to diffent from 
you in this opinion ; and maintain, that 
the extravagant and vexatious behavior 
of the government was the caufe of thofe 
evils ; and raifed, I may venture to fay , 
both jealoufy and diftruft in every breaft. 
In fuch a conjuncture, I think an Eng- 
lifhman cannot fpeak too bold; I only 
wrote, what I imagined would have a 
proper effect on the mind of a man, 
who I fuppofed acted from his own 
judgment, and without a legal order. 
The fyftem of the prefent government 
muft be entirely changed within thefe 
twelve months, if the ears of the offi- 
cers in it, are too delicate to bear with 
a warm remoni{trance. 


I cAN 
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IcAN conceive my letter to Maho- 
med Allee to be nothing more ; and con- 
fidering the importance of the affair not 
too warm. As chief of this factory, I 
efteemed it my particular duty, to fup- 
port thofe privileges our nation are in- 
vefted with; and had I tamely fubmit- 
ted to fuch a grofs invafion of, them, 
without any endeavor on my fide to pro- 
cure redrefs, I think I fhould be unwor- 
thy of the poft I hold, and defervedly. 
defpifed by the generality of the world. 

‘I nope, gentlemen, the above will 
be fufficient to afcertain to you the juft 
motives that induced me to write the 
faid letter, and fatisfy you (confidering 
the occafion) the ftile of it was not al- 
together improper. . 

THE original letter I now inclofe 
you, from which the Perfian tranflation. 
was made, though the purport of it is 
little different from the copy {ent up in 
your general Ictter.” 


Copy 
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Copy of a Letter from Meff. Johnitone 
and Hay to the Council. Dated Janu~ 
ary 14, 1763. 

ee We. have received the copy of a 

: letter, wrote by the Prefident 

to the Board, complaining of Mr. Bolts’s 

coaduct in writing a letter in the name 
of Mefiieurs John{tone, Hay and Bolts, 
to the Poorneea fougedar, reprefent- 
ing the grievances and _ oppreffions 
that our gomaftahs met with, in tranf- 
acting our bufinefs in that country, and 
afferting the privileges of the firmaun ; 
and at the fame time recommending to 
you, to inflict a cenfure or punifhment 
on Mr. Bolts for the fame. We there- 
fore think it neceffary, and our duty to 
inform you, gentlemen, that Mr. Van- 
fittart, when he caft the whole of that 
tranfaction on Mr. Bolts, did it not with 
any good reafon, as we were both ac- 
quainted with the contents of the let- 
ter, and of its being fent ; and we can- 
not help thinking, from the terms of 
hisletter, that itwas wrote with no other 
defign, than to fhew how blameable we 
were in his eyes, and how we ought to 
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be treated; but we hope you gentlemen 
will judge otherwife. We are fo far 
from thinking with the Prefident, that 
it is criminal to affert the privilege of 
the firmaun, that we think every one 
that does not, little deferves the benefit 
of it: and that its being afferted in pri- 
vate letters, can never weaken the Com- 
pany’s government, or prove prejudi- 
cial to their true intereft. The juftnefs 
of our gomaftahs complaints, to which 
we refer, and which gave occafion to 
ou. .letter to Sheer Allee Cawn, will 
appear by his anfwer; in which he ac- 
knowledges, .that by the Nabob’s orders 
our trade fhall be entirely confined to 
that of ready money purchafes, contrary 
to the eftablithed cuftoms throughout the 
country, and which mutt of confequence 
put a ftop to all trade, or fetter it in a 
manner, unknown before, -in the wortt 
ef times in Bengal. 

OuvR letter, as tranflated by Mr. Gul- 
fton, which we -now lay before the 
Board, we hope will appear unexcep- 
tionable ; for when it is faid, in cafe 
we did not find an end was put to the 

oppre {- 
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oppreflions which we complained of, 
that we would make application to the 
Nabob, for redrefs for ourfelves and 
Shem ue is. poets. he imagined, 
that we fhould have procured this ap- 
plication to the Nabob, otherwife than 
from your Board ; and this was our in- 
tention. But Mr. Vanfittart is of a dif- 
ferent opinion, and takes great excep- 
tion at its being faid to be done in the 
Englith name, and redréf{s obtained for 
others. Had he thought proper to have 
gmentioned it to either of the partners 
refiding in Calcutta, he might have 
been fatisfied, that #here was no bad de- 
fign in ufing the word others; but that 
it was introduced entirely by miftake ; 
and we have reafon to think, Mr. Van- 
‘fittart was not unacquainted with the 
contents of that letter before he left 
Calcutta, as our gomaftah wrote us af- 
ter the receipt of the letter, the fouge- 
dar would not fend us his anfwer, till it 
was approved of by the Prefident, for 
which purpofe it was fent by the fouge- 
dar with one of his own to Calcutta. 
And we did not receive the anfwer till 

P 2 fome 
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fome days after Mr. Vanfittart’s depar- 
ture from Calcutta. 

THe unwillingnefs the Prefident had 
to believe complaints of this nature, and 
more particularly that they were owing 
to the Nabob’s‘orders, induced us to ad- 
drefs Sheer Allee Cawn in the manner 
we did, to fee whether he would anfwer 
us, as he did our gomaftah; and on 
this, to have a foundation for applying 
to your Honorable Board for redrefs. 
You will pleafe to remark, that Sheer 
Allee Cawn reprefents Dadney advanced 
for goods, as money let out at intereft ; 
which latter bufintefs our gomaftahs 
never carried on; and we cannot con- 
ceive, that the mifbehavior of a few go- 
migftahs in that or any other way, when 
proved, joined to the many groundlefs 
complaints of the government, fhould 
be efteemed fufficient caufe for the Na- 
bo’ to ufurp, ‘dr we to give up the 
privilepes of the Englifh Company in 
this oduritry's when, at the farne time, 
fo many well grounded caufes' ‘of com~ 


pliint' have Beetl' giver by the férvants’’ 
re me OR oe dee apogrvat 4d of” 
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of the Nabob, to thofe who bythe Com- 
pany’s indulgence have the privilege of 
duftucks, and of courfe are exempt from 
all duties, and their protection; that 
thefe privileges for feveral months have 
been greatly infringed in fome parts, 
and entirely taken away in others, by 
the country government, is what we, 
as well as moft Englifh traders, except 
the Pretident, have feverely felt in our 
private fortunes. 
WE received a letter from our agent 
Mr. Robinfon, at Gwalparah, informing 
us of the difficulties he labored under, 
from the obftacles thrown in the way of 
our trade, and the danger with which 
he was threatened by the fougedar of 
Rangamettee, which he reprefented as 
greatly fomented and encreafed by the 
arrival and practices of one Gongaram 
Metre, who was come there in Auguft, 
and affumed to himfelf, on the ftrength 
of his perwannah from the Governor, the 
office of inquifitor, and fupervifor of 
the agents of the Englith, &c. in thofe 
parts. The perwannah, extracts of Mr- 
Ps Robinfon’s 
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Robinfon’s Metter, Gongaram Metre’s 
letter to Mr, Tiexeira, and the letter 
from the Rangamettee fougedar to 
Mr. Robinfon, are fubmitted to your 
confideration, fome of thefe were for- 
warded to the Governor, requefting the 
neceffary redrefs ; in an{wer, we have re- 
ceived through him a perwannah from 
the Nabob to the fougedar of Ranga- 
mettee, as per fubjoined tranflation, di- 
recting him not to obftruct our trade, or 
collect duties on goods provided for ex- 
portation, or that come from Calcutta 
with a duftuck, but to levy the ufual 
duties on other goods, and to fendto him- 
felf and the Prefident, an account of the 
rates according to which they pay. This, 
we humbly conceive, is contrary to the 
axticles..af our treaty with the Nabob, 
and reduges ug again to thofe privileges 
we, enjoyed before the time of Meer Jaf- 
fier Cawn, and which we imagine was 
not the: fentiments of the majority of 
Board, at the time the Prefident left 
, By this perpvannah, however, we 
i not got the Jeaft fatisfaction for 
the 
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the infults and loffes we have fuftained, 
by obftructing our trade, both inland and. 
Calcutta; but, on the contrary, it i¢ 
left to the fougedars difcretion, whd 
has been guilty of the violences and 
loffes we complained of, to fix the rates 
of the duties on the different articles of 
inland trade; on which, to the beft of 
our knowledge, the Company’s fervants, 
that have traded there, fince the treaty 
with Jafier Allee Cawn, never yet paid 
any, and of courfe there could be no 
cuftom to follow, which fcheme, fhould 
it take place, would reduce us on a foot- 
ing with (if not below) the traders of the 
country, as is the wifh of the Governor’s 
agent in that part, probably in the ima- 
gination, that this may be a means of 
throwing the whole trade into their 
hands, by the extraordinary intereft Mr. 
Vanhittart has with the Nabob. 
WHATEVER opinion the Prefident 
may entertain of Mr. Cartier, of Mr. 
Chevalier, they have had the hdppinels 
hitherto to be efteemed by eve Body 
that knows them. The getitleman we 
P rh Per  fdne 
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{ent ap, Mr, Robinfon, had the permif- 
fion and approbation of the Board; we 
think, therefore, if fuch grievances as 
were alledged againft Englith agents and 
somaftahs, really exifted in thefe parts, 
the fubjecting them to the fcrutiny and 
fupervifal of black dependents, of what- 
ever denomination, without the know- 
ledge of the Board, was an indignity of- 
fered to it, to us, and to every gentle- 
man concerned ; and, however the pro- 
pagating fuch notions in thiscountry may 
ferve to ftrengthen the hands of the go- 
verfhment, we humbly conceive it can 
give but a very odd opinion‘ of the other 
members to whom it 1s jointly entrufted. 
In the coarfe of the bufinefs we have 
carried on;' we have met with the great- 
eft impédiments in almoft all parts, but 
if particularin Poorneea, the Rungpoor, 
diftricts of Gwalparah and Rangamettee, 
from the diffcrant fougedars, zemindars, 
Miri Moore, Gonpgaram Metre, &c. the 
accounts of which, as we have received 
them from our agents, we now lay be- 
fotetyou, and hope yow will procure for 
Pa ; us 
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us that fatisfaGtion and redrefs which we 
have hitherto been unable to obtain.” 


Copy of a Letter from the Chief and Coun- 
cil of Dacca to the Board. Dated Je 
nuary 10, 1763. 

“ E did ourfelves the honor to 

write you yefterday, and have 
fince been furprized by the receipt of 
two papers (which came inclofed for 
your perufal) from the Naib, and from 

Mahomed Allee of this place, who de- 

fired to be informed what degree of re- 

gard we intend to pay the orders they 
contained ? To which we replied, that we 

did not care to acquiefce with the terms 

of thofe papers, as the Prefident: and 

Council of Calcutta, on whom alone it 

refted to give a fanction to fuch com- 

mands, had not thought proper to tran{- 
mit us any fuch inftructions. We know 
not ‘in what light you will look:on thefe 
directions to the Naib of this place, but 
hope you will approve ‘the reply we 
made, and will pardon us the liberty 
of : en a few limes on: this fub- 

ject. 
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je&. The immediate circulation of 
thefe articles throughout the country, 
will be attended with very bad confe- 
quences to the Company’s inveftment, 
and muft entirely ruin moft of us at 
this place, who, on the faith of treaties, 
or public indulgencies, have large con- 
cerns abroad, which never can be col- 
lected in, if thefe privileges, without a~ 
ny previous notice, be {natched from us. 
The protection of our gomaftahs and fer- 
vants, from the oppreffion and jurifdic- 
tion of the zemindars, and their cucher- 
rees, has,ever been found to be a liberty 
highly effential, both to the honor and 
intereft of our nation; and we appre-~ 
hend the utility of it for carrying on eve- 
ry. kind of bufinefs, but efpecially the 
provifion of cloth, is fo well known to 
you, gentlemen, that it is needlefs for 
us to add more, as you will at once per- 
ceive the numberlefs vexations and in- 
terruptions, we fhall me¢gt wath, if the 
zemindars, have authority, onevery flight 
difpute, to fummon and confine our go~ 


— whenever they think proper. 
The 
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The injunction, with refpect to duf- 
tucks, atfects every article of commerce, 
except fuch as are imported on fhipping. 
Mr. Cartier being enjoined not to give 
one for any article that is the produce of 
Bengal, and to pay a duty of nine per 
cent. to the Nabob, on every merchan- 
dize not brought in or fent by fea. This 
furely cannot be meant, but the words 
feem too equivocal not to make us wifh 
to have your fenfe of them, on fo im- 
portant a point. Aduty once fixed, could 
{carce be a burden; but if added to 
this, we are fubjected to vexatious ap- 
plications to the Nabob’s officers for duf- 
tucks, it will be a grievance we {hall in- 
deed feel. The dignity and benefit of 
our duitucks, are the chief badges of 
honor, or at leaft intereft, we ‘enjoy from 
our firft firmaun, and has been held in 
fuch efteem, as to fecure our effets from 
thofe depredations, which the natives fuf- 
fer in paffing their goods through the 
country ; and if thefe new duties on alf 
the produéts of the country are thought 
ack inay Hot ‘the Nabob' be! propetly fe- 

cured 
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cure” Of ‘them, by the Shahbunder’s re- 
ceiipt for the cuftom being affixed to the. 
back of every duftuck, previous to its 
being figned ? This will furely afcertain, 
in the moft ample form, the duties to 
the Nabob, and free us from the prin-. 
cipal grievance we can feel from their 
ertcreafe. The prohibition, with refpect 
to tofals, is a reftraint not even put 
on the Moguls and natives, the liber- 
ty of erecting new ones, fo far from be- 
ing injurious to the Nabob, abfolutely 
enhances his cuftoms, by clearing lands, 
that would have otherwife been uninha- 
bited ; and the order to purchafe every 
thing for ready money, amounts nearly 
to an exclufion from all fuch branches 
of trade, as the venders will then im- 
pofe on us whatever prices they judge 
proper. 

Witn refpect to Affam, we muft beg 
leave to obferve, that the Nabob, or his 
fougedar of Rangamettee, can have no 
more right to regulate the terms of our 
conimerce with the natives of that coun- 
ry than with thofe of China. All the. 

power 
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power he exerts over our gomaftahs is 
arbitrary and oppreffive; and neither 
juftice nor antient cuftoms can warrant 
fuch abufes, or regulate his officers in 
the collecting of taxes, tho’ the whole 
direction is now referred to his droga of 
Rangamettee. No duties have ever yet 
been paid on lack, muggadooties, and 
other goods brought from Affam; thofe 
goods may furely be efteemed imports 
when they are brought into Bengal, and 
may be intitled to our duftucks. 

ALL our privileges, all our fortunes, 
and future profpects, depend upon the 
refult of your deliberation on thefe 
points; and we hope, let what will be 
your fentiments, you will be pleafed to 
fufpend the execution of them, till our 
prefent concerns are collected in, with 
our antient indulgencies. No treaty of 
commerce in any country has been car- 
ried into execution, or frefh duties le~ 
vied, without a previous declaration for 
as long a term, as was adequate to the 
fettlement of thofe concerns that were ta 
be influenced by fuch new regulations ;, 

and 
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and we flatter ourfelves, that we fhall 
not become objects of unexampled {e- 
verity on this occafion. The trade of 
the fervants has ever been thought inti- 
tled to your protection; and we hope, 
if particular branches are now to be gi- 
ven up, we fhall {till be indulged with 
the influence of your authority, and pri- 
vilege of our duftucks, till we can finith 
our prefent engagements. If you refufe 
us this requeft, gentlemen, you undo us 
at once; as the publication of thefe or- 
ders from Mongheer, with the ftamp 
of your authority, will fo affect our na- 
tional credit and influence in the coun- 
try, as mutt for ever difable us from col- 
lecting in the large fums we have out- 
i ftanding. 
Ir we have obtruded on the Board 
‘more than is deemed fit, or prefumed 
in any part of this to advife, where o- 
-bedience was do, we crave your pardon, 
and fhall be ready to pay the utmoft re- 
. Spe to any orders tranfmitted by your 
Board,” 


Mr. 
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Mr. Gulfton’s Tranflation of the Gover- 
nor’s letter to the Nabob *. 
“ b dastate gracious perwannah is ar- 
rived, and has greatly honored 
me. Iam informed of all the particu- 
lars of your high commands. 

Ir thall be written to the chiefs of 
our factories, that they are to give a duf- 
tuck for the buying and felling of fhip 
merchandize ; and for merchandize, that 
they buy and fell in every diftrict for 
trafhick in this country, they are to do 
according to cuftom of other traders and 
merchants, and not to give the Com- 
pany’s duftuck. They are to take a 
duftuck from the bux-bunder, or 
fhah-bunder, paying in upon the coft 
‘of the merchandize nine per cent. in- 
cluding wharfs, and other receipts of 
cuftom ; nor fhali they ufe any manner 
‘of fonce or violence, extortion or unfair 
dedling. 

Ir is hoped, that your -Excellency’s 
perwannahs will be iffued out to the fou- 

gedars 


* To be compared with that entered page 168. 
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gedars and other officers of the govern- 
ment, that the Company’s duftuck is to 
go along with the purchafe and fale of 
fhip merchandize ; and they are by 
no means to ftop it, or demand the 
fmalleft cuftom ; nor fhall they hinder 
the purchafe and fale of commodities 
for country trade, but they are to give 
duftucks, receiving the duties on coft 
of the merchandize, agreeable to your 
Excellency’s high command; and the 
drogas at the chokeys are only to take 
copies of the duftuck, without demand- 
ing any, thing. 

FIERETOFORE it was written to all 
the chiefs of our factories, to forbid 
them injuring the country people and 
inhabitants of the perganahs, and pro- 
tecting the dependents and fervants of 
the fircar, and damaging the affairs of 
the fircar. Now repeated direétions 
fhall be fent, that they are to refrain 
from fuch proceedings; and further, 
confidering the officer of the government 
as magiftrate where they are, in cafe 
of any trouble or difputes happening, 

they 
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they are to appear before that magiftrate 
and have them fettled. 

Let your Excellency’s inftructions 
be fent to the fougedars and officers, 
that they are to determine difputes of 
our factors with juftice and truth with- 
out partiality; and, if any one com- 
plains againft a factor, to fend for him, 
and fettle the affair, face to face; and 
if a factor has a complaint againft any 
one, to confider it well, and fo deter- 
mine it. . 

Ir has been written to the chiefs of 
Iffamabad and Luckypoor, that they 
fhall not make falt works, nor hinder 
the merchants and farmers of the falt 
works, that pay revenues to the govern- 
ment, but to buy what they want of 
them at a reafonable rate. The twa 
letters to the chiefs aforefaid, being in- 
clofed with this addrefs. 

An order will be fent to the chiefs 
aad fervants of all our factories, that 
they are not to farm or buy lands ; and 
whatever they may have bought here- 
tofore to refign it. 

Vou. II. Q. Ler 


226 .4 NARRATIVE of the 


eT. your Excellency’s order be pafied, 
that the price of the purchafe be like- 

* wife returned. 

-+ But from feveral places, there is 
come complaint, that the officers of the 
fircar importune for former collections, 
and beat, bind, and confine the people, 
which doings, are far from being juft. 

Let your Excellency’s order be paffed, 
that they return back the price of the 
purchafe, and never demandoldaccounts. 
- Tue chiefs and fervants of the fac- 
tories will be directed, that they are not 
to hindér the brokers and weavers of the 
gaverniment. 

1 AND if your Excellency is not pleaf- 

ied, that the money and bullion of Eng- 

,lith gentlemen and their factors fhoyld 
be made into ficcas, in the mints of Azi- 
mabad and 4ichangirnagurr, and by it 
there will be a lofs to the fircar ; let the 
drogas of thofe places be ordered, not to 
receive the money and bullion of the 
Englifh to be made into ficcas. But, 
upon hearing this, the money-changers 
will demand as exchange juft what they 

want, 
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want, and the Company’s bufinefs will 
be impeded by this means. 

Ir is hoped, that a perwannah will 
be iffued out to the Naibs of Moorfhe- 
dabad, Ichangirnagurr and Azimabad, 
that the exchange on money of the Eng- 
lifh Company and gentlemen, fhall be 
taken according to the market curren- 
cy; and in cafe of exaction, to bring 
the money-changers to punifhment. 

DIRECTIONS will be fent to the fac- 
tor (gomaftah) at Gwalparah, that he is 
to tranfact bulinefs of traffic, as was the 
cuftom heretofore; and he'is not to 
trade with the people of the mountains ; 
whatever he has to buy or fell in that 
place, he is to do by means of- the ofh- 
cer of the government. Let your Ex- 
cellency’s orders be fent to the droga, 
that he is to deal with the Englith fac- 
tors, as with other merchants.” 
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Mr. Gulfton’s Tranflation of the Nabob’s 

' Pertwannah to Mahomed Allee Beg. 
"t WN the month of Jemady-ath-tha- 
ny, the fourth year of his Majefty’s 
reign, agreeing with the 11 76th of the 
‘Hegira, Mr. Vanfittart came to vifit me 
at Mongheer. Seeing that you wrote an 
excufe for not coHe@ing the balances in 
the country, becaufe of the difturbances 
of the Englith factors; therefore all 
country difputes, and the traffic of the 
Ehglith factors, were fettled; and the 
Governor aforefaid has accordingly given 
me written fecurity, under his own 
hand, and a copw thereof, under feal of 
the magiftrate, is fent inclofed; you 
are to act in conformance to it, not dif- 
fering in a {mele point, either more ‘or 
tefs from it; and further, you ‘are to 
fhew the faid copy to the Englith géntte- 
men and their factors, and tell them, 
that they are to tranfact all bufinefs and 
affairs of trade, according to this written 
fecurity, and in no wife are to ufe vio- 
lence or extortion ; if they act contrary 
thereto, 
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thereto, I will not fuffer futh behavior 
in the country, but will turn them out. 
And you, our well-beloved, .are to a¢t 
agreeable to this written fecurity. If 
any one of the factors fhall bring ta pafs 
any thing, contrary to this written fe- 
curity, and caufe a difturbance, you fhall 
remove him, and fend me a review of 
the cafe, taken exactly without the leaft 
difference or difagreement. It is with 
much and earneft importunity, that I- 
procured a written fecurity to this pur- 
pofe ; and having fent copies thereof to 
all my officers, and to you of noble rank ; 
if you do not caufe bufinefs ‘to go on a- 
greeable to it, in the diftricts fubject 
to you, I fhall be very much offended 
with you, nor will I in future pay any 
regard to your complaints ; and take care 
to act agreeable to this fingle writing, re- 
garding it of as much force, as writing 
a thoufand times.” 


Q. 3 ExtraG 
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Extract of a Confultation of the 17th of 
January, 1763. (Prefent Mef. Amyatt, 
Hay and Watts.) 

A? it appears from the confultation 

of the 22d of March, that it was 
then refolved to call for the opinion of 
the field-officers, in a cafe which the 

Board efteem fimilar to this; and as 

they think, that the iffue of the prefent 

matter muft highly concern the national 

honor, and the Company’s bufinefs. 
AGREED, we fend for major Carnac 

to the Board, to take his feat, and affift 


in Gur deliberation on the fubftance of 
thefe letters. 


THE major being come to the council- 
room, takes his feat at the Board. Read 
again the Dacca letter, dated the 1oth 
inftant, with the tranflates entered above, 
of the two Perfian papers which were 
inclofed. 

Fue Board having maturely confider- 
ed the fame, are inanimoufly of opinion, 
that in the letter from the Prefident to 
Coffim' Allee Cawn, ‘he affumed'a tight 
to which he was'no ways authorized; 

that 


Tranfactions in BENGAE. 231 


that the regulations propofed by him, are, 
difhonorable to us as Englifhmen, and, 
tend to the ruin of all public and private 
trade ; that the Prefident’s iffuing out re- 
gulations independently of the Coungil, 
is an abfolute breach of their privileges ; 
and that, therefore, directions fhould be 
fent to Dacca, to fufpend paying any re- 
gard to the regulations and orders, which 
the Nabob has fent to their factory; 
and as the Nabob has declared, in his 
letter to the Naib of Dacca, that he 
will turn out thofe Englifhmen, or their 
gomaftahs, who will not comply with 
thefe deftruCtive regulations ; it appears 
to the Board of the utmoft importance, 
and they are further of opinion, that 
the abfent members fhould be immedi- 
ately called to Calcutta (excepting the 
chiefs of Patna and Chittagong, whofe 
diftance from the Prefidency, may render 

their coming inconvenient and prejudic#- 

al to the Company’ss affairs) that the 

whole may be confulted on a matter of 
fuch high canfequence, and a plan.-be. 
cftablithed for the fecurity of our.icom- 


Q4 merce, 
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merce, aad for the proper conducting’ of 
the country correfpondence.: « oa 
oi AGRERD, that we'write accordingly 
in the terms of the above minute to 
Dacca, Coffimbuzgar, and Luckypoor, 
direGing the chiefs to repair immediate- 
ly to Calcutta, but ag the diftance from 
Burdwan is fo very Gall, aad Mr. John- 
ftone’s prefence muit be effentially necef- 
fary there, at this fcafon of the heavy 
collections, 

AGREED, that our letter to him be 
only to hold. himelf in readinefs to re- 
pair to Calcutta, on receipt of our fur 
ther orders. ! 

THE major withdraws. 

Messizurs Johnftone and Hay fend 

in a Jetter to the, Board, regarding the 
Perfian letter, which they wrate to Sheer 
Allee Cawn, the fougedar of Poarneea, 
al{g CQPAES , and, extracts, of; fundry let- 
ters and papers relative thereto.. 

_ THE, famns, being new ready the Beard 
are of opinion,, thas they. fafficiently ec~ 
count for, and vindicate thefe qentionss 
in that tranfaGiion.” ; 

aly WW Take wave 9 Proven 
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. THouon it was with reluctance that 
I could bring myfelf to fit ‘as a merriber 
of the fame Board, with perfons who 
had treated me fo injurioufly ; yet, as I 
{till had hopes that it might be in my 
power to prevent the execution of the 
defigns, which were laid for breaking 
with the Nabob ; though I had no other 
arms than the rectitude of my intenti- 
ons, and the propriety of the meafures 
which I had taken, to oppofe to thefe 
violences; I refolved to anfwer with 
temper and coolnefs all their objections ; 
and to thew the illegality of their pro- 
ceedings, that if I could not bring them 
to reafon, I might yet obviate any pre- 
tence, which they might form to bring 
on the rupture, which fome of the 
jJeaders * were certainly now meditating ; 
although, I believe, many of the mem- 
bess of the Council were not aware that 
things would be carried fo far. 

: My anféwer to, and remarks upon, 
the Derrcenuonss proceedings, were 


deliver- 

* I have often declared, both before this ‘tithe 
and fingey that major Carnac and Mr. Ellis were 
the perfons I here mean. 
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delivered into Council the rft of Febru- 
ary,'as follows. 


The Governor's Minute in Con/fultation, 
February 1, 1763. 
* I HAVE read, with great furprize, 
the minute of your confultation of 
the 17th ultimo, upon Meff. Johnftone 
and Hay’s letter of the 14th; and upon 
the Dacca letter of the 1oth, accompa- 
nied with my an{wer to the Nabob, up-~ 
on the fubje& of the propofed regula- 
tions for the private inland trade. I will 
endeavor to point out the wrong you 
have done me; and the injuftice, as well 
as indecency of therefleCtions with which 
Mefi. Johnftone’s and Hay’s faid letter 
is filled; and which I wonder fhould 
efcape your cenfure, much more that 
they fhould gain your approbation. 
Tue Honorable the Court of Di- 
rectors, as well as their fervants here, 
have always underftood a diftinction he- 
tween, the trade in articles imported, 
and to be exported by fhipping, and the 
private ihland-trade, that is, the trade 
| from 
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from place to:place in the country, in 
commodities produced and confumed in 
the country; of which falt, beetle-nut, 
and tobacco, are the chief articles. For 
the former trade, the Company’s duf- 
tuck has always been granted; but the, 
latter, has been carried on with the duf= 
tuck of the country government, and 
their duties paid ; but thofe duties being 
different in different places, and even 
varied at the fame place, according to 
the difpofition and authority of the Na- 
bob’s collector, and the degree of force 
with which the Englith gomaftah could 
back his refufal, a fixed regulation was 
thought neceffary, to prevent the num- 
berlefs difputes occafioned by this com- 
merce in different parts of the province. 
Our Honorable Mafters have exprefly 
ordered, in more than one of their let- 
ters, that the trade in falt and beetle- 
nut fhall not be carried on to the preja- 
dice of the revenues of the country go-- 
vernment. And yourfelves, gentlemen, 
in your letter of the 15th of November, 
tranfmitted me a lift of the fhahbunder 
duties 
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duties, ufually paid by the gentlemen at 
Luckypoor, upon falt and tobacco, in 
order to affift me in finally fettling thofe 
matters with the Nabob upon a folid 
plan. Can that plan be folid where no- 
thing is fixed? And where the Englith 
gomaftahs fhall be under no controul, 
but regarding themfelves far above the 
mapiftrates of the country where they 
refide, take upon them to decide nat 
only their own difputes with the mer- 
chants and inhabitants, but thofe alfo of 
one merchant and inhabitant with ano- 
ther? Or is it poffible, the government 
can collect their due revenues in fuch 

ciroumftances ? ~ 
Tue plan for carrying on the private 
inland trade, contained in my letter to 
the Nabob, is the fame in fubftance, as 
the articles which, in my joint letter wath 
Mr. Haftings of the 15th of December, 
we mention to have propofed to the 
Nabob. It is fuch a plan, as feemed to 
me to be moft conformable to the Com- 
pany’s intentions in refpect to that trade, 
moft confiftent with the rights and true 
interefts 
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‘interefts of their fervants here, aad with 
common reafon and equity. And I call 
‘on you sentiemen, in the firlt place, to 
prove, that I Aeve affuemed a right, to 
which I was no ways aatherized; that 
the regulations propofed are ajboncrable 
to you as Englifbmen, and tend to the ruin 
‘of all pubhck and private trade; which 
ate the terms in which you have been 
pleafed to exprefs your opinion : and in 
the fecond place, to form a plan your- 
felves, which fhall be more conforma- . 
ble to the good purpofes beforernention- 
ed; and with regard to which,’ I am 
perfuaded our honorable mafters will not 
wive the fanction of their approbation to 
this new trade. 

Form fuch a plan, gentlemen, and I 
will fub{cribe to it with pleafure, aad 
engage the Nahob fhall do the fame: 

“ Fox toy own.part, I think that she 
frenor and digriity of our nation would 
‘be Jetver nigintained,, by:a fcrupulous 
‘and carofol refirzintof the: deftack, than 
by extending it-besond its,afual bounds; 

‘andby putting our gomaftahs under fome 
checks, 
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checks, then by fuffering them to exer- 
. ¢ife an authority in the country, every 
one according to the means put into his 
hands, and thereby bringing an odium 
upon the name of the Englifh, by re- 
peated violences done to the inhabitants. 
Tue Dacca gentlemen, in their ket- 
ter of the roth, reprefent, that they 
fhall fuffer greatly if fuch regulations 
take place, It is not as to the duty 
they complain, but the being obliged 
to apply to the Nabob’s officers for duf- 
tucks, and having their gomaftahs or 
fervants fubjected to the jurifdiction of 
the zemindars, and their cucherrees. 
The gentlemen at Calcutta have never 
found any difficulty in getting the Hoog- 
ly duftuck for their {alt to go up the 
country; nor h.ve we ever thought it 
either inconvenient or difhonorable, to 
apply for it to the officers of the govern- 
ment. ‘Fhis is the only article we deal 
in here, that falls under the defcriptton 
of: the inland trade. The Dacca gen- 
flémen either do not or will not under- 
ftand that defcription; whenthey fay, the 
bof wag of 
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. chief is enjoined (by the Governor's: let- 
ter to the Nabob) not to give a duf- 
tuck for any article that 1s the pro- 
duce of Bengal, and to pay a duty of 
nine per cent. to the Nabob on every 
merchandize not brought in or fent by 
fea. The diftin@ion mentioned in my 
letter to the Nabob is, that all goods, 
imported or for exportation by fhipping, 
fhall go as ufual with the Company’s 
duftuck, and be fubject to no kind of 
demands ; and all goods, the produce 
of this country, for inland trade, fhall 
pay duties to the country government, 
and go with their duftuck. Now the 

| principal articles of this inland trade are, 
as I have mentioned in all my letters to 
the Board, falt, beetle-nut, and tobacco, 
.. produced and bought in one part of this 
,,country, and fent to other parts of: the 
. fame country for fale and confumptian ; 
, articles which, before the troubles, we 
_ were forbid to trade in; byt which our 
influence fince has enabled us to deal in, 
although with many objections from the 
country government, and freqyent,com- 
plaints from the country merchants, who 
ufe J 
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ufed to live by that-trade. . However, 
it has never been regarded as a part of 
our firmaun privilege, and we have been 
contented to carry it on with the duftuck 
of the country government, and paying - 
their duties. The prefent regulation is 
intended only to give us a confirmed 
tight to a benefit heretofore always dif- 
puted, and upon terms, which feem to 
me very reafonable. 

Now as to the gomaftahs, it is pro- 
pofed in my letter to the Nabob, that 
orders thall be given to forbid them in- 
juring the country people and inhabi- 
tants, or protecting the dependents and 
fervants of the fircar, that in cafe of their 
having a difpute with, or complaint a- 
gainft any merchant or inhabitant of 
the country, they fhall lay fuch difpute 
or complaint before the officer of the 
government, to be determined in the 
proper courfe of the jurifdidtion of the 
country; and, in like manner, if any 
one fhould havea difpute with, or com 
plaint againft the gomaftah, the gomaf- 
tah thall appear before the officer of the 
government, to have it fettled. In both 

cafes 
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cafes if the gomaftah thinks himfelf ag- 
grieved by the decifion, he may appeal 
to his employer, and he to the Governor 
at Calcutta. 

NoTuinc here is meant to affe&, nor 
can affect our rights over the weavers, 
who receive advances for the Company’s 
cloths, and who have nothing to do 
with rents or employments, under the 
country government, are not underftood 
to be their dependents or fervants, and 
therefore may and ought to be prote@ted 
apainft any unjuft demands of the go-~ 
vernment’s officers, at the difcretion of 
the chief of the factory to which they 
belong. But it is not to thefe gomaftahs 
fo many acts of oppreflion are charged, 
their bufinefs is plain and fimple, they 
have only to make the ufual advances to 
the weavers, and fee that they perform 
their contracts; and being immediately 
under the eye of one or other of the fac- 
tories, they cannot beguilty of great extra- 
wagancies. The complaints comefrom the 
diftant cornersof the province, as Runge- 
poor, Poorneca, Dinagepoor, Rangamet- 

Vou. II. R tee, 


ffs 
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tee,Gwalparah, Silhet, Backargunge, &c. 
where, if thofe complaints are true, the 
Englifh gémaftahs being under no con- 
troul of their mafters, defpife and iff 
treat the officers of the government, fet 
themfelves up for judges and magiftrates, 
hear difputes between the inhabitants, 
and extort fines, force the merchants to 
buy their goods, at more than the market 
price, and to fell what they require as 
much below it. The complaints I have 
received of this fort are innumerable. I 
havedone my utmott to find out the truth, 
and get redrefs and put an end to them, 
by forwarding copies to the chief of the 
factory, neareft the place where the caufe 
of complaint has arifen, and defiring him 
to enquire into it; but forthe moft part 
I have had no other fatisfaétion than the 
gomaftahs flat denial of the faét. The 
places being very diftant, a proper exa- 
mination of witneffes is almoft impoffi- 
ble, either before this Board, or any of 
the fubordinates; how then are fuch 
difputes to be fettled, or the truth difco- 
vered ? Iam far from faying, that the 

method 
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methad I have propofed is free from 
objegtion, becaufe I am very fenfible, 
many of the officers of the government 
will not execute their authority impar- 
tially, and many will gladly take every 
opportunity of obftructing our goma{- 
tahs, and particularly in this new com- 
merce; but J cannot think of a better 
plan, and it is certainly more agreeable 
to reafon, and the practice of all na- 
tions, that the jurifdiction fhould be in 
the hands of the proper officers of the 
government, than our agents and go- 
maftahs, who are permitted to refide 
there only as trading factors, and where, 
neither the law of our country, nor the. 
powers intrufted to us by the Company, 
give us any judicial authority. 

I wisn, gentlemen, you may form a 
better plan, fince you do not approve 
of mine; but if it fhould appear, that 
this trade cannot be carried on without 
invefting our gomaftahs with an armed 
force, and authority to exercife that 
force over the inhabitants, at their dif- 
cretion, I think it fhould be forbid ; 

R 2 and 
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and we content ourfelves with carrying 
our trade, as far as the Company carry 
theirs; and fo far we thal] be fure of 
the protection of their force, under the 
direction of one or other of the faéio- 
ries, who will be anfwerable to the 
Board for the ufe they make of it, which 
the gomaftahs are not; and therefore 
fuch an authority fhould not be trufted 
in their hands. 

Messigurs Johnftone and Hay com- 
plain, that I fent a perfon to enquire 
into the truth of the complaints, againit 
the Englifth gomaftahs in the country, 
and they dignify a poor Banyan, with 
the title of inquifitor. My letter to 
thofe gentlemen from Mongheer, will 
fhew the only authority with which that 
perfon was invefted, and as they have 
not laid before you a copy of that * letter 

I have 
© Copy of Mr. WanGittart’s Letter to Mef. Johnitone, 

Hay and Bolts. Dated Mongheer, December 

15, 1762. 

GENTLEMEN, 

Thave received your favor of the 3d inftant, with 
an extra& of Mr. Robinfon’s Letter; & copy of ane 


written 
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{have fubjoined it hereunto under No. I. 
as it is at leaft as material as fome of 
thofe pieces they refer to. As foon as 
this inquifitor returns, his report thal 

R 3 be 


written to him by the Rangamettee fougedar, and 
of an order of mine to Gongaram Metre. 

I have always paid cuftoms upon my private in- 
land trade; that is, the trade from place to place 
in the country, in commodities produced in the 
country, as falt, &c. and I have underftood it to 
be generally admitted, that we ought to pay cuf- 
toms, like other merchants, upon fuch private trade, 
and that all have done it, who had a fhare in it, 
which you know are but few, and that but lately. 
If the fougedar of Rangamettee demanded only fuch 
cuftomary duties (and his letter implies nothing 
morc) he is certainly not to blame, as he had orders 
* from the Nabob fo to do, and it is what I think the 
Nabob has a right to infift on ; but it is abfolutely 
neceflary thofe duties fhould be fixed, and publicly 
known to every body, and that they fhould be coJ- 
leéted at once, at the place of purchafe; which 
are points I am endeavoring to get fettled; and I 
fhall be obliged to you, if you will write to Mr. 
Robinfon for a lift of the duties demanded by the 
fougedar. 

Very certain it is, that many Englifh agents and 
gomaftahs, and particularly thofe belonging to the 
Dacca gentlemen, have practifed a method of car- 


rying 
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be laid. before you; and as every ftep I 
can take for the redrefs of the inhabi- 
tants of the country, is complained of as 
an encroachment upon the privileges of 

the 


rying on bufinefs, called in this country Borja and 
Kichavut ; that is, forcing the merchants and fhop- 
keepers to take their goods at thirty, forty or fif- 
ty per cent. above the maiket price. The complaints 
J had of this, and other oppreffions prattifed by 
Mr. Chevalier, and the gomaftahs employed under 
his direction, were without number ; when I defir- 
edof Mr. Cartier to redrefs thofe grievances, I was 
fure to receive from him in anfwer a letter from 
Mr. Chevalier, denying all the fa&éts, and fo the 
enquiry ftopped, but the complaints were renewed 
with frefh inftances ; I therefore fent two aumilss 
about fix or feven months ago, to cnquire on the 
fpot, whether fuch practices and vexations exifted 
or not; if they did, to warn thofe concerned in 
them from me, that they fhould be punifhed, if 
they did not defift ; and ifthat warning proved in- 
effectual, as I fufpected would, to return to me, 
with an account of what they faw and heard. This 
their commiffion is plainly expreffed, both in Perfian 
and Englifh, in the inftru€tions which Gongaram 
Metre produced to Mr. Robinfon; and therefore’I 
am furprized, how that gentleman can age 
that his coming can obftrud his juft tcdines. 

Mr, Robinfon practices the unjuft methods es 


mentioned, 
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the Englith, and aléo proves ineffeétual ; 
I fall, for the future, lay all fuch peti- 
tipns from the inhabitants before the 
Baard, hoping, that by your refolutions, 
fome effectual method will be provided 
for reftraining the exceffes of the go- 

R 4 maftahs. 


mentioned, I wifh I codld by this, or any other 
means, obftrud him ; but this, fram the good cha- 
racter | have always heard of him, J cannot fuf- 
pet. I will not fay that Gongaram Metre, or the 
other, whofe name is Ram Govend, have not ex- 
ceeded their commiffion ; it is likely cnough they 
may, as the people of this country are very apt to 
de; but if they have, Mr. Robinfon fhould have 
mentioned the inftances. I have, however, order- 
ed them both to return, as they have had time e- 
nough to inform themfelves, whether the com- 
plaints I received from the zemindars, &c. were 
well grounded or not. 

I fend you inclofed, an order from the Nabob tp 
the Rangamettee fougedar, enjoining him on noac- 
count, to obftruct the trade of any Englifh gomaf- 
tah, to demand no more than the ufual cuftoms, and 

,that only upon the inland trade from place to place 
ja the country; but for the trade to and from 
(Calcutta, and all foreign parts, on ng account to 
require any duties from thofe who have the Com- 
pany’s duftuck. 

T am, &c. 
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maftahs, The moft material of thafe- 
that have lately been prefented to me; . 
are hereunto annexed from No. II. to 
No. XI. and I think the putting a ftop 
to any abufes that may be practifed under 
the authority of the Englith flag, is an 
attention fo worthy of this government, 
that one or more members of the Board, | 
or fome of the fenior fervants, fhould: 
be fent to inform themfelves upon the 
{pot, how far the complaints are true, 
and make their report to the Board. 
“Messieurs Johnftone and, Hay af- 
fert, that the Nabob’s ordering the Ran- 
gamettec fougedar, to receive the ufual - 
duti¢s on goods for inland trade, is con- 
trary to the. articles of our treaty with 
the Nabob, and reduces us’ again to- 
tholg privileges we enjoyed before the 
time of Meer Jaffer, , 
i HAYE, referred more than once tq., 
the, treaty with the Nabob Jafher, Allee 
Cayyn, and do pot find that, it grants, us 
any,new privileges of trades and Colonel 
Clive, _ who certainly underftaod , thas. 
treaty ap well. asiany one, never wonld. 


Ft bf grant 
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grant’a duftuck for falt, or any othertars ' 
ticke of trade, which had not ufually ‘ 
been gtanted by former governors. : 
Messreurs Johnftone and Hay inw 
finuate throughout their letter, in terms 
not to be mifunderftood, that my reafon 
for withing to reftrain other gentlemens 
gomattahs is, that my own may have: 
the more power, and procure for me the 
gfeater profit. Although I am fatisfied, 
that fuch infinuations would obtain lit- 
tle credit, yet it may not be impropéet 
to produce fome inftances, that I fuffer 
equally with others, when any objitruc-_ 
tions do happen in our trade; and that 
{ am the firft to practice upon my own 
concerns, ‘the reftraint which I think 
fhould be laid upon our gomaftahs in 
general, For the firft I appeal to Mr: 
Amyatt, whether a number of boats of 
fal, belonging to me, were not ftopped 
at Cufwa by the collector of that gaut, | 
at the fame time with others, and de- 
tainéd as‘long ? ‘And for the laft, I refer 
you''to thy’ drders of the 17th of De- 
cethber, atid roth’ of January, to Mr. 
os Moore, 
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Moore, my agent at Rungepoor; and 
Mr. Baillie at Rangamettee ; of which, 
copies are hereunto annexed, No. 12 
and 13. 

As you have been pleafed to give it as 
your opinion, that Mefl. Johnitone, 
Hay and Bolts did properly, in writing 
a letter to Sheer Allee, the fougedar of 
Poorneea, in their own name, inftead 
of applying to the Prefident ; of courle, 
every other merchant will take the fame 
authority. I am by no means forry to 
be relieved from the trouble of fuch ap- 
plications; yet I think it my duty to 
give it as my opinion, that this entire 
levelling and equality will not be for 
the good of the Company’s affairs, nor 
the benefit of the fociety, and therefore 
to declare my difapprobation. 

One reafon Meff. Johnitone and Hay 
give for writing this letter deferves te 
be taken notice of, an unwelingnefs us 
the Prefident to believe complaints of this 
nature. I requeft the Board will call on 
them, to produce any one inftance, 
where I haye either refufed or delayed 


fo 
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to give them, or any other merchant, 
every affiftance they have afked of me 
in the carrying on their private bufinefs, 
and obtaining redrefs fortheir grievances. 
In fhort, gentlemen, their letter through- 
out is fo injurious to me as a gentleman, 
to fay nothing of my ftation, that I fhould 
apply to you for juftice again{t them, did 
I not perceive, that inftead of fhewing 
your difpleafure at fuch behavior, you 
have thought proper to give it the fanc- 
tien of your approbation. I refer there- 
fore tothe Homorable the Court of Direc- 
tors, who I am perfuaded will-do me 
more juftice. 

i su art be glad to fee the num- 
ber of members at the Board increafed, 
and wifh it could always be kept fo: 
but if I had propofed to fend for parti- 
cular members from the fubordinates, to 
give their opinion ona particular fub- 
ject, I thould furely have been accufed 
of an intention to make a majority to 
carry a particular point; and it is a pre- 
cedent, which may at fome time be ap- 

plied 
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plied to that purpofe, and therefore ¥ 
think a bad one. 

As to the major, he isto be a mem- 
ber of the Board, according to our Ho- 
norable Mafters directions, when mili- 
fary affairs only are under debate. How 
the regulation of a method for carrying 
on our trade in falt, beetle-nut, and to- 
bacco, can be brought under that title, 
I cannot conceive ; nor how he can be 
fuppofed to be a judge of fuch a fub- 
ject; yet, if you conceive his advice can 
be of ufe, I am far from objecting to 
his being prefent. The matter in quef- 
tion is not with me a point of conteft 
or party ; I with only to fee fuch rules 
aid down, that the Nabob and we may 
know our proper limits, and prevent our 
fervants from tranfgrefling them, which 
Will require time and patience, and 
much care and attention. The beift 
laws will fometimes be tranfgreffed ; but 
the inconveniences which arife from fuch 
tranf{greffions, ought not to be objected 
againit the laws themfelves, but againft 
the tranfgreffors, who can only be re- 

ftrained 
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{trained by the conftant care of the go- 
vernment.” 


Iwas much difpleafed with the Na- 
bob, for his eagernefs in making ufe of 
my letter as a final agreement ; and for 
the ill judged powcr, which he had fo 
fuddenly put into the hands of his offi- 
cers before my arrival in Calcutta, or 
any correfpondent orders could be fent 
on our part. Howevcr, in my letters 
to him, I endeavured to remove the a- 
larm given him by the extraordinary ap- 
pearances in Calcutta; and to perfuade 
him to avoid furnifhing, by any act of 
retaliation or refentinent, an occafion for 
open hoftilitics againft him. Unhappily 
the jealoufies had arifen to fo great a 
height, that thefe palliatives had no 
longer their effect ; and from this period, 
I had not only to contend with the vio- 
Jence of the gentlemen, who had now 
the rule of our affairs, but the confirm- 
ed diftruft and rage of the Nabob. Ac- 
cordingly I fhall have little to do in the 
fequel of this Narrative, but to thew by 

extracts 
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extracts from the confultations, the fteps 
by which the breach was gradually wi« 
dened, and a daily encreafe of authority 
thrown into the hands of the fubordi- 
nate factories ; until, atlength, Mr. E]- 
lis thought himfelf fufficiently empow- 
ered to begin the war, with the attack 
of the city of Patna. 

Tur views of the violent party in 
Calcutta, were but too well feconded 
by many of the Nabob’s officers, who 
were for paffing at once from one ex~ 
treme to the other. Having been long 
under the yoke of our gomaittahs, they 
no fooner had a profpedt of being freed 
from it, than they in their turn would 
rule defpotically, and ufe their authority 
to unlawful purpofes. This gave our 
fubordinate factories daily opportunity 
of making frefh complaints to the Board 
of the interruption of their bufinefs ; 
which was always done with fuch ex- 
agecrations, as ferved to increafe the 
flame. It was pretended our weavers 
could not be protected, becaufe I had 
forbid the protecting dependents of the 

country 
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country government. The dependents 
of the country govermment are plainly 
thofe who hold offices, trufts, or rents 
ander the government ; and there is an 
eftablithed diftinGtion between them, 
and the weavers, who are regarded as 
dependents of the merchants who em- 
ploy them; and this is a diftinction 
well known to all, but thofe who thro’ 
paffion would not know it. I defired 
this might be explained to the fubordi- 
nate factories; and as the Board had re- 
folved that they would not confirm the 
regulations I had propofed, I kept in my 
hands the Nabob’s orders for their efta- 
blifhment, and did not forward them to 
the officers of the government; and di- 
rections were fent to the fubordinate fac- 
tories, .to carry on their private trade as 
before, until the general Council fhould 
have affembled, and fixed upon fuch 
rules, as to them fhould feem moft pro- 
per. I wrote at the fame time to the 
Nabob, that other regulations would 
foon be made by the Council; and de- 
fired he would fend. orders to his offi- 


Ceres, 
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cers, to reftrain them from exercifing 
any acts of violence or injuftice towards 
the Englifh agents and gomaftahs. The 
following is a copy of the order fent to 
the factories the 1ft of February, in con- 
fequence of thefe refolutions. 


Copy of a Letter from the Governor and 
Council to the Chief and Council at 
Dacca. Dated February 1, 1763. 


<¢ TN our letter of the 17th, we di- 
| rected you to fufpend paying any 
regard to the orders, which the Nabob 
had fent to your factory. 

We are now to acquaint you, that 
neither the Nabob, nor the Prefident, 
ever underftood any delolls or weavers, 
employed by the Company, or the Eng- 
lith gomaftahs, to be the dependents of 
the fircar. You are, therefore, to afford 
them the fame protection, and maintain 
the fame authority over them, as you 
have done formerly ; and you will con- 
tinue to carry on your bufinefs as be- 
fore, until you receive regulations from 


the Board, taking always the greateft 
care 
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care to prevent your agents from injur- 
ing or opprefling the country people.’’* 


THESE orders being given, we wait- 
ed for the arrival of the members of 
the Board, who had been fent for from 
the jfubordinate factories ; and nothing 
remarkable occurs till they affembled 
(the 15th) except a minute, delivered 
in by Mr. Amyatt the 3d, intended to 
prove, in contradiction to my arguments 
of the 1ft, that I had acted without au- 
thority fromm the Board. low far this 
purpofe was anfwered, I leave others to 
judge’ from the minute itfelf, which fol- 
lows. 


‘¢In confequence of my having prefi- 
ded at the Board, during the abfence of 
Mr. Vanfittart, I fthall now take the li- 
berty to reply in part to the minute, 
which he laid before the Council on the 
1ft inftant. 


* The fame letter was wrote to Luckypoor. 


Vot. II. S FIRST, 
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First, as to the fubjett of the let- 
ter to the Nabob, in refpect to the 
tranfactions therein contained, I fhall 
leave it to be debated and determined, 
at the full Board, when the reft of the 
members arrive; and when I make not 
the Icaft doubt, having received the affif- 
tance of their deliberations, but we 
fhall be able to form a fet of regulations 
equally equitable with the Prefident’s, 
and every way as conducive to the in- 
terc{ts of the country government, and 
our own; and I truft, of a much great- 
er tendency to prevent future jealoufies 
and animofitics between us, of which 
the claufe for fubjecting us fo thorough- 
ly to their judicature, muft have prov- 
ed an inexhouftible fource. 

Wuar I have therefore chiefly to 
point out 1s, that the Prefident, in this 
tranfaction, has acted without a proper 
authority. Tt was but laft council-day, 
gentlemen, that all the proceedings in 
this affair were read at our Board; and 
ulthough I gave the greateit attention to 
the perufal, J could no where diftinguith, 

that 
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that we vefted the Prefident with the 
powers he pretends; nay, I obferve, 
that he himfelf can only pick out one 
phrafe to anf{wer his purpofe, from per- 
verting even the literal fenfe of which, 
and entirely the well-known meaning of 
the Board, he draws a fanétion of ours 
for what he has done. 

RiGuT forry am I to tind, that re- 
courfe is had to playing upon words ; 
becaufe I think it is a cuftom which 
ought to be utterly excluded in matters 
fo {erious as generally prove the bufinefs 
of this Board; and orders from them, 
which are not explicit, fhould rather be 
{crupuloufly followed, than taken in a 
vague and unlimited fenfe. It is need- 
Jef{s to enlarge much more on the fub- 
ject. - Our refolutions, on receipt of the 
articles from the Prefident and Mr. 
Haftings, which we then underftood to 
be orly propofed, plainly demenftrate, 
that we never gave or intended to give 
them power to conclude thefe or any 
other; of courfe the Prefident’s doing it 
was an authority afiumed. But if he 

5 2 could 
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could fo well underftand, or I fhould ra- 
ther fay mifiindcritand, the meaning of 
the Board in the above particular, and 
act in confequence ; how happens it, I 
fhould be glad to know, that their di- 
rections, and earne{t recommendations 
for procuring reftitution for the late loffes 
of any individuals,were not paid an equal 
regard to? 

Niuxt, with refpect to the letter de- 
livered in by Mef. Johnftone and Hay, 
which I always held as a mere feconda- 
ry matter, but which I find the Prefi- 
dent has expatiated upon very lareely ; 
I muft, in the name of the Board, deny, 
that it mct from them the approbation 
which he alledges, their minute, of which 
Ithink the fenfe cannot well be perverted, 
{erving no further than to exprefs their 
opinion, that the apology of thofe gen- 
tlemen was, for the tranfaction in quef- 
tion, to them fatisfactory. Although I 
cannot implicitly agree with the Prefi- 
dent, that the faid letter is filled with 
unjuft and indecent reflections; yet I 
concur entirely, that our Honorable 

NMlaiters 
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Mafters fhould become the jndges of 
this, as of all our other proceedings. 

I remain ftill of opinion, that the 
major ought to be prefent at the Boara ; 
for as I efteem found reafon and know- 
ledge of the policy of the country to be 
greater requilites for executing the bufi- 
nefs in hand, than an acquaintance in 
the articles of the trade ittelf, I think his 
opinion and advice may be of cqual 
weight and utility with any other mem- 
ber of the Board. Thete added to what 
ftands minuted on the confultations of 
the 17th, are my reafons for desiring the 
major’s prefence ; tor I aflure you, gen- 
tlemen, I wifh not more than the Pre- 
fident, that the matter in queftion fhould 
become a point of conteft or party.” 


My anfwer to this minute was given 
in the 15th of February, when all the 
members of the Board met, and of 
courfe it will appear in the fequel. 

Tue gencral Council, which aflembled 
the 15th of February, confiited of the 
following members. The Prefident, 

3S 3 Mr. 
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Mr. Amyatt, Mr. Batfon (chief of Cof- 
fimbuzar) Mr. Billers (chief of Lucky- 
poor) Mr. Cartier (chief of Dacca) Mr. 
Haftings, Mr. Johnftone (chief of Burd- 
wan) Mr. Hay, Mr. Marriott, and Mr. 
Watts. Their bufinefs, or at leaft the 
firft bufinefs, was to fettle a plan for 
carrying on their private trade: it muft 
therefore appear ftrange, that the Coun- 
cil fhould be opened by a motion from 
Mr. Amyatt, that major Carnac fhould 
be fummoned to fit as a member of this 
Council. It has been already mention- 
ed, that.the major was, by the Com- 
pany’s appointment to be a member of 
the Board, when military affairs only 
were under debate; and I think that 
neither would Mr. Amyatt, and the 
reft of the Council, have impofed upon 
him a trouble fo foreign to his ftation, 
neither would he have confented to in- 
terfere, if they had not fome particular 
point to carry. I diffented as before 
from this motion, and fo did Mr. Haf- 
tings, and Mr. Watts. The reft of the 
gentlemen refolved, that he fhould be 

called, 
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called, and he was fummoned accord- 
ingly. As it was thus determined, that 
major Carnac fhould fit as a member of 
the Board, I thought that the command- 
ing officer major Adams, fhould fit al- 
fo, as it was cuftomary upon all occa- 
cafions to f{ummon both, when it was 
neceffary to fummon either. 

ACCORDINGLY the two field officers 
took their feat at the Council, which 
then confifted of twelve; and Mr. A- 
myatt began, by laying before then the 
occafion of their meeting in the follow- 
ing minute. 


« As the full Board are now affem- 
bled, I think it is in fome meafure in- 
cumbent on me, to inform the mem- 
berslately arrived, with the occafion of our 
having f{ummoned them to the Prefi- 
dency. 

You may remember, gentlemen, that 
about fix months ago, our trade in e- 
very part of the country-met with great 
interruptions ; and which from that time 
continued fo much increafing, that in- 

S 4 the 
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the month of October a conference with 
the Nabob was deemed abfoiutely ne- 
cefiury, to enquire into the caufe, and 
remove them. The Prefident accor- 
dingly, being about to pay a vifit to the 
Nabob at Mungheer, undertook to fet- 
tle this amongit other bufinefs. To af- 
fift him in fo doing, we furnifhed him 
with copics of all the complaints which 
had been made ; and continued to tranf- 
mit him copics of all others which came 
before the Board 5 with earne{t recom- 
mendations to obtain fatisfaction for the 
Jofics which thore delays had occafion- 
ed, and cndcaver to adjuft matters, fo as 
to prevent any fuch from happening in 
future. 

From. thefe inftructions, and the 
good difpofition the Prefident feemed to 
be in, we naturally hoped for the beft 
of coniequences, an uninterrupted free- 
dom to our jufi trade, and an entire re- 
moval of the groundlets jealoufies and 
dittrufts, which itill fubfitted in a high 
degree on the part of the country go- 
veinment, and gave us juft grounds to 


apprehend, 
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apprehend, that the Nabob wanted tobreak 
with us. Had our expectations been an- 
fwered, a general harmony muift have 
reigned at our Board, and which I do 
affure you, gentlemen, I have long with- 
ed to fee. 

It was therefore with much {urprize, 
that the members of the Board, the be- 
ginning of laut month, received advice 
from Dacca, of the Nabob’s having fent 
a fet of regulations to that factory for 
the government of their trade, and en- 
joined them to the ftricteft obedience, 
with the fevereft threats. Part of thefe 
regulations we had before received in a 
joint letter from the Prefident and Mr. 
Haftings at Monghecr, but conceived 
them, as they exprefied it, to be only a 
plan propofed. We wrote an an{wer ac- 
cordingly, dated December 27, to which 
I refer you. The above letter from Dac- 
ca, however, having convinced us, that 
the Prefident, either from mifunder- 
ftanding the orders of the Board, or too 
far extending their meaning, had, on the 
part of our government, granted his 

fanction 
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fanGtion and ratification not onlyto thefe, 
but feveral other important articles, en- 
tirely without the advice of his council, 
We thought it necefflary to fummon 
your prefence to the Board, to confi- 
der of this matter, as well refpeting the 
regularity of the tranfaction, as the pur- 
port of theregulations themfelves, which, 
in our opinion, are far from  hav- 
ing a tendency towards anfwering the 
good purpofe neceffary or wifhed for. 
IvTHrrerore fubmit to your confi- 
deratton the feveral papers relative to 
this bufinefs, moft of which you will be 
directed to in our confultation of the 1 
inftant ; and I earneftly defire your affi{- 
tance for bringing to a f{peedy determi- 
nation, a point fo effentially neceffary 
to the freedom of our Honorable.Maf- 
ters bufinefs, and all private trade. 
TueEerRe alfo lays a complaint from 
the gentlemen at Patna, of the Nabob’s 
having {hut up the Burbunna gate, and 
cut off the immediate communication 
between the city and the factory; and 
in which point it feems the Prefident 
then 
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then on the fpot alfo concurred, con- 
trary to the fenfe of the Board lait year, 
and which, for the honor of the facto- 
ry, and the influence fuch a conceffion 
muft have on the minds of every man in 
the country to our prejudice, ought to 
have met his {trenuous oppofition. This 
is a circuinftance which muft come be- 
fore us in the courfe of our deliberations; 
and I only mention it here with a view to 
direct you to a perufal of the Patna let- 
ter, becaufe it doth not appear on the 
above-mentioned confultations of the rf 
inftant. 

Tue confideration of this affair will 
naturally lead us to compare the fenfe, 
{pirit and tendency of the treaty now 
in queftion, with thofe made with Sera- 
jah Dowla, and confirmed by Meer Jaf- 
fier Cawn, &c. wherein the unqueftion- 
ed authority and validity of the duftuck 
is fo exprefilly eftablifhed, unclogged 
with any diftinctions as to the goods for 
which it may be granted. 

I nave further to obferve to you, 
gentlemen, a circumftance on fuch an 

occafion 
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occafion not unworthy of your attention, 
The funnuds, by which we hold our 
late acquifitions, are only tuncaws, or 
an aflignment of thefe provinces, to- 
wards the dcefraying the expences of a 
certain body of troops, to be kept up 
for the affiftance of the Nabob. In the 
prefent temper of the Nabob, this, fo 
weak a title, can hardly fail of proving 
a frefh fource of difpute. He already 
fhews a total difinclination for the ufe of 
our troops; and may, whenever he thinks 
him({elf in a condition to call our right in 
qucftion, tell us, that he has no longer 
occation for them, and therefore will with- 
draw that revenuc. To prevent fuch 
pleas on the part of the fubah, and to ef- 
tablifh our right to thefe lands, as to jag- 
heers, by the fulleft and moft authen- 
tic funnuds, and fuch that hereafter may 
be cver indifputable, fhould other Euro- 
pean nations come to take part in the af- 
fairs of Bengal, feems a point extreme- 
ly requifite to be now confidered. The 
Company, for want of this matter be- 
ing clearly explained, moft probably 

fuppofe, 
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fuppofe, that the prefent funnuds are of 
the moft extenfive and indifputable kind; 
whercas in fa¢t our force, more than ti- 


tle *, can fupport us in the poficflion of 
them. 


I wave the utmoft confidence, gen- 
tlemen, that the refult of your dclibe- 
rations will be fuch, as to convinte our 
Honorable Mafters, thet you are inca- 
pable of being influenced by the {pirit 
of party, or any mercenary motives ; 
and that your only views are the prefer- 
vation of their honor and intere{t, ‘and 
the maintenance of their juft rights and 
privileges.” 

Wrorvre 

* The nature of the grants by which the Com- 
pany poficfs thofe lunds, is of very little moment, 
{t is by the treaty with the Nabo they are ceded, 
and as long as that tre-ty of fiiendfliip and alliance 
fubfifts, he cannot difpute thur right. Ifa breich 
of that friendfnip happens, and a war breaks out, 
he will difpoffcfs us, if he 1s able, and that he 
would, if we had the king’s frmaun. Therefore 
the form of the grant is of no confequence, and 
this will hereafter be found to be the opinion of all 
the Council,: when they entered into a new treaty 
with Mcer Jaffer; at which time, none of them 


thought there was any neceffity for demanding jag- 
heerce funnuds. 
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WHOEVER has read the former part 
of this Narrative, will ecafily perceive 
the diftinguifhing characteriftics of major 
Carnac’s ftyle throughout this writing 
delivered in by Mr. Amyatt. It abounds 
with thofe founding phrafes, which are 
meant to catch the ear, and fo to pafs 
for good reafon without further exami- 
nation. When he would engage you 
to oppofe the Nabob’s fhutting up one 
of the gates in the city of Patna, and 
clofing a breach between the city and 
the river, he tells you, the honor of the 
Patna factory is concerned. For my own 
part, I think the honor of the Patna 
factory confifts chiefly in carrying on the 
Company’s trade with credit and advan- 
tage, notin feeking dif{puteswith the coun- 
try government, by unjuitly interfering 
in their concerns. 

He bids you compare the fenfe, {pi- 
rit, and tendency of the treaty in quef- 
tion (that is, of the regulations of the 
private trade contained in my anfwer 
to the Nabob’s letter) with thofe of Se- 
rajah Dowla and Meer Jather. Thofe 

being 
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being compared, it will be found, that 
neither of thofe treaties convey to us any 
new privileges, but confirm thofe of the 
firmaun. Now the firmaun, as I appre- 
hend, did not give us a right to carry 
on the private inland trade, that is, the 
trade from place to place in the coun- 
try, in the commodities of the country, 
as falt, beetlc-nut, tobacco, &c. It did 
not, I fay, give us a right to carry it on 
at all, much lefs to carry it on cuftom- 
free, to the total ruin of the merchants 
of the country, and the ercat lofs of the 
Nabob’s revenues. Neither did Sera- 
jah Dowla, or Meer Jafher, underftand 
it fo; the former would never fuffer us 
to meddle in that trade, and the latter 
prevented it as much as he could, and 
complained of it as an injuftice, and an 
innovation, as has been already fhewn. 
The new regulations I propofed did, 
on the contrary, convey to us an acknow- 
ledged right to that trade upon a reafona- 
ble footing ; and the payment of a fixed 
duty, lefs than had already been paid by 

{ome 
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fome of our factories ; anda duty which 
the profits of that trade might well bear. 
Many other inflances of this kind 
of {pecious and founding exprceffions with- 
out meaning occur in this minute, which 
I will call Major Carnac’s, inftead of Mr. 
Amyatt’s, as well asin ali the reft of the 
major’s writings. I will take notice of 
only one more. To engage all the gen- 
tlemen of the Board to applaud and fide 
with him, he concludes with telling 
them, they are incapable of being in- 
fluenced by the fpirit of party, or any 
mercenary views. I am_ perfuaded, 
that it will appear obvious to every 
reader, that the minute is calculated 
throughout, to infufe a {pirit of party ; 
and in this he too well ftucceeded ; nor 
could he have choitn a more certain me- 
thod of confirming and ftrengthening 
this fpirit, than by telling them, they 
were incapable of being influenced. It 
is a known m:‘aim of thofe, who would 
lead a party, to cndeaver to conceal from 
their followers that they are led. As 
to mercendiy views, if views of exor- 
bitant 
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bitant profits in trade may be fo termed, 
there was certainly a great fhare of that 
pafiion in the violent oppofition againft 
the regulations I had made. 

I conTINUED to try every means of 
preventing the dangerous confequences, 
which were to be apprehended from fo 
violent a combination; but it is eafy to 
judge, how dithcult a part I had to ma- 
nage. On one fide, if I oppofed too 
ftrenuoufly the refolutions of the adverfe 
party, Tran arifque of ftrengthening the 
Nabob’s hands, and thereby making him 
too powerful in cafe of a rupture. On 
the other, if I fell in with their violent 
meafures, all the ways of accommoda- 
tion would quickly be fhut up. I en- 
deavored therefore to keep a middle 
courfe, in order to preferve terms with 
the Nabob, until the Council had de- 
termined upon the regulations and de- 
mands they would infift on, flattering 
myfelf, that the Nabob would fubmit to 
them, however unreafonable and detri- 
mental to his government, rather than 
engage ina war to his inevitable ruin. 


Vot. II. Tt With 
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With this view I avoided every word 
that could inflame; and as the oppref- 
fions of the Nabob’s officers gave fo 
much reaton, I was the firft to confent 
to fuch an encroachmentupon his rights, 
as the fecurity of our trade required, in 
hopes thereby to induce the Council to 
be the more moderate in their demands. 
I faid therefore nothing more to Mr. 
Amyatt’s minutes of the 3d and rsth, 
than was neceffary to fhew the authori- 
ty I had froin the Board, to make fuch 
regulations with the Nabob, that the 
prefent difputes were not owing to the 
regulations, but to the abufe of them ; 
that if fuch abufes could be prevented, 
all the advantages of trade we could rea- 
fonably with, would be infured to us, 
with good order to the Nabob’s govern- 
ment; and that if they did not approve 
of my plan for attaining thofe ends, they 
fhould fet about anise another them- 
felves. The following is a copy of this 
minute. 


Copy 
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Copy of the Governor's Minute of the 15th 
of February, 1763. 
<< WN anfwer to that part of Mr. A- 
myatt’s minute of the 3d, where 
he fays, that I pervert the meaning of 
the letter I received from the Board, 
dated the 15th of Noveinber, I will on- 
ly quote the words of the faid letter, 
and my anfwer dated the 1{t of Decem- 
ber.” 


Letter from the Council, dated Nov. 15. 
“« TNCLOSED, we tranfmit you an 

extract from the Luckyppor letter, 
explaining the fhahbunder duties which 
they have always paid, and the nature 
of the frefh extortions which are now 
demanded, which we imagine may be 
of fervice to you in frally fotthng thefe 
matters upon a fold plan.” 


The Governor's Anfwer, dated Dec. 1. 


« J SHALL proceed, with Mr. Haft- 
ings’s affiftance and concurrence, 

in fuch inquiries as fhall be neceffary 
on the fubject of the complaints now in 
T 2 que{- 
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queftion ; and in eftablifhing fuch rules 
between the Nabob and us, as may pre- 
vent them for the future.” According- 
ly I framed with Mr. Haftings fuch 
rules as feemed to us moft proper for the 
occafion, and propofed them to the Na- 
bob in feveral articles, as contained in 
our letter to the Board, of the 1sth of 
December: but the Nabob, not chufing 
to accede to thofe articles, reprefented 
to me again his grievances, in a letter the 
26th of December, the day before my 
departure for Patna; and as I had no 
further inftructions from the Board, than 
thofe before quoted from their letter of 
the 15th of November, and no reply to 
my anfwer of the 1{t of December, 
where I faid I would eitablith rules for 
the conduct of the Nabob’s people and 
ours; and as the regulations propofed, 
feemed to me altogether neceffary and 
reafonable, I made no doubt of their 
being approved by the Board, and con- 
fequently made no {cruple to write an 
anfwer to the Nabob, affuring him, that 
things fhould be carried on according to 

thofe 
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thofe rules. Upon the minute of the 
1{t inftant, I have fudiciently fhewn the 
reafons, why thofe rules for carrying on 
the private inland trade, and reftraining 
the powers of our gomaftahs, feemed to 
me equitable and neceflary, and the moft 
proper for the end propofeds; but as 
much as Iam inclined to give the officcrs 
of the country government their duc au- 
thority, yet am I by no means difpofed 
to fubmit to anv abufe of that authori- 
ty, or fuffer them to go beyond the li- 
mits prefcribed by thofe regulations ; 
which, were they filrictly ob{fuerved by 
both parties, would, I think, remove all 
occafion of complaint from both fides. 
But I grant, that the late condu&t of the 
government's officers, in many parts of 
the country, gives me too much reafon 
to think, with the reft of the Board, 
that they cannot exercife authority with- 
out oppreffion ; and that whatever caufe 
they might have of complaint againft the 
Enghih gomaftahs, their own tyrannies 
are yet more infupportable; for inftead 
of freeing our trade from any impedi- 

- 3 ment, 
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ment, detention or obftruction, under 
pretence of cuftoms, duftore, &c. which 
Was my only intent in laying down fuch 
rules, they have had a quite contrary 
effect. The officers of the government, 
prefuming upon the reftraints laid on 
our agents and gomaftahs, having gone 
directly contrary to the conditions pre- 
icribed to them. I agree, therefore, in 
the neceflity of entering into articles of 
agreement with the Nabob, fuch as fhall 
appear moft proper for regulating the 
manner of carrying on our trade in thofe 
articles, which before the troubles ufed 
to be deemed ilicit ; and for confining 
the government's officers, and our go- 
maftahs, within the due bounds of their 
re{fpective employments; of which ar- 
ticles, copies fhould be given to every 
officer of the government, and every go- 
maflah, for their guidance. In the mean 
time, I have made the ftrongeft repre- 
{entations to the Nabob, upon the vio- 
Jences committed by his officers in dif- 
ferent parts, in direct violation of the 
agreement between us. Copies of my 

letters 
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letters to the Nabob, Syed Mahomed 
Cawn, and Mahomed Allee Beg, are 
hereunto annexed. I lay berore you 
likewife a number of complaints tran{- 
mitted to me by Syed Mahomed Cawn, 
from the zilladars, and other officers of 
the feveral diftricts, under his immedi- 
ate direction, and which it will be ne- 
ceflary to take under confideration, at 
the time of debating upon the intended 
regulations, that fuch of them as appear 
well grounded, may be remedied.” 


Fresu complaints from the Puna 
and Dacca factories were read at this 
confultation : from the former, that fome 
bullocks loaded with the Company’s falt- 
petre were {topped at one of the chokcys 
or gyards; and trom the latter, that 
great obftructions were given to their 
private trade at Sirampoor. On the 
other hand, a number of reprefenta- 
tions were received alfo from Syed Ma~ 
homed Cawn, the Nabob’s deputy at 
Moorthedabad, of the violence and un- 
yutt — of the Englifh gomaf- - 

T 4 tahs, 
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tahs. Upon the firft it was refolved, 
that all trade fhould be carried on as 
before ; and in cafe any of the govern- 
ment’s officers fhould obftruct it, they 
fhould be oppofed by force and feized ; 
upon the fecond, that the reprefenta- 
tions fhould be tranflated, and fent to 
the fubordinate fatories which they 
concerned; and from whence, for the 
moft part, no anfwer was received or, 
if any came, it was taken no further no- 
tice of. 

As the otheers of the country govern- 
ment bad exercifed their authority fo 
unjutlly, I agreed it was become necef- 
fary to reftrain them by force upon fome 
eccafions. ‘The misfortune was, that 
thofe who had long wifhed for a rupture 
with the Nabob, muft be the judges of 
thofe occations ; and confequently it was 
to be feared, that they would make ufe 
of this authority beyond what was in- 
tended or necetlary, particularly Mr. 
Ellis ; however, there was no pofiibili- 
. ty of preventing it, and to have argued 
againft it, would only have ferved to 

make 
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make them more violent, becaufe the 
objections I could have made, mutft have 
been perfonal againft fome of the mem- 
bers then prefent at the Board, or againft 
Mr. Ellis, with whom they were firm- 
ly united. 

I ruouGcut the likelieft way of pre- 
venting any bad confequences upon this 
order, would be to acquaint the Na- 
bob immeuiately, with the danger to 
which his own haftinefs, and the info- 
lence ci his othcers, had expofed him; 
and recommend to him, in the moft flre- 
nuous manner, to forbid their interrupt- 
ing the bulfinefs of any Englifh gomaf- 
tah, or giving further occation for dif- 
putes, which might end in a breach of 
our friendfhip. The following is a copy 
of the letter I wrote to the Nabob on 
this occafion.”’ 


« T HAVE already informed you of 
the oppreffions and infolences of Maho- 
med Allee Beg ; and I now enclofe you 
a copy of a letter wrote by him to Ab- 
dulla, aumil of Soondeep perganah. 

Confider, 
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Confider, it is his defign not to fuffer a 
fingle Englifhman in the country, and to 
punifh whoever fhall take upon himfelf 
the name of an Englifhman; according- 
ly the Company’s bufinefs, and that of 
the private gentlemen, has been every 
where ftopped, whereby they have been, 
and {till are, fubjected to many loffes : 
and the agreement which was made be- 
tween you and me, for the removal of 
the difputes between your dependents 
and ours, has been entirely broken off 
by Mahomed Allee. As his procced- 
ings are-prejudicial both to your intereft 
and the Company’s, it would have been 
proper, at the inftant of my receiving 
the copy of his letter, to have difpatch- 
ed fome of the Company’s people to 
{eize him, and to have fent him prifoner 
to you. However, as he is a fervant of 
yours, I have contented myfelf with re- 
prefenting the affair to you, and I wait 
your anfwer. Out of the friendfhip 
fubfifting between you and me, it is 
proper you inflict due punifhment on 


him, and make him anfwerable for the 
lofles 
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loffes he has been the occafion of; if 
not, I cannot fit quiet, and fee the Com- 
pany’s and private gentlemen’s affairs go 
to ruin. Inclofed I tranfmit you the 
copy of a letter 1 have wrote to Maho- 
med Allee.” 


NoTuinG elfe remarkable paffed at 
this firft meeting of the Council, but a 
letter delivered in by major Carnac, 
claiming the command of the detach- 
ment ftationed at Patna. I defire no o- 
ther proof than the terms of this letter 
to convince the world, that he was the 
chief advifer of the refolution for call- 
ing down the members of the Board 
from the fubordinates ; and that to carry 
this point.for himfelf was one of the ob- 
jects of that refolution. The following 
is a copy of his letter. 


Copy 
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Copy of a Letter from Mayor Carnac to 
the Governor and Council, Dated Fe- 
bruary 15, 1763. 

<s H1E being deprived of the com- 

mand of a body of your forces, 
at the head whereof I had the good for- 
tune to meet with fume fuccefs ; and the 
being cver fince detained here, you will 
readily believe muit have occafioned 
much uneafinefs to me. However, till 
now, I defpaired of any remedy, from 

a conviction, that my remonftrances 

would prove incftectual, and only ferve 

to involve me in frefh altereations, which 

T was willing to avoid. The ftation of 

Patna being the moft likely quarter from 

whence we are to expect troubles, 1s 

undoubtedly the poft of honor, and as 
fuch, from my rank, I had the beft title 
thereto, unlefs I had forfeited it by any 

il] behavior on my part, which, what- 

ever may be the opinion of a few of the 

members, I pleafe myfelf with think- 
ing is not the general fenfe of the Board. 

Tam happy in the perfuafion, that I can- 

not 
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not now fail of redrefs, if I am defery- 
ing thereof; and flatter myfelf, gentle- 
men, if you are for continuing the Com- 
pany’s forces in that quarter, that I fhall 
have your orders to proceed thither, and 
take the command of them, unlets you 
have any other more immediate call for 
my fervices.” 


It will be remembered, that the rea- 
fon for calling major Carnac down from 
Patna in June 1761, was to put an end 
to the difputes with the Nabob ; and his 
application to go back at this time, when 
difputes were growing every day, has all 
the appearance of his withing to make 
them worfe, and to be more at hand to 
act in concert with Mr. Ellis to that end. 

Tu .,confult ion of the 18th of Fe- 
bruary }. » a lett) from the Patna fac- 
tory, . ach the ., they were ready e- 
nough to make «{e of their own force, 
without waiting .or our orders. 


Copy 


286 A NARRATIVE of the 


Copy of a Letter from the Chief and Coun 
cil at Patna to the Board. 


- DEARTH fome years ago, which 
had very near proved fatal to our 
troops here, made it neccffary that fome 
precaution fhould be taken to avoid, as 
much as poilible, our experiencing the 
like diftrefs in future; for this purpofe, 
Mr. Amyatt, then chief of this factory, 
eftablifhed a gunge, where our people 
have ever fince been amply fupplied with 
provifions at cheaper rates than they can 
be clfewhere, andat the fame time pre- 
vented them falling into the numerous 
broils that mutt daily happen, from their 
being obliged to feck their futtenance in 
the ditferent markets of the city. Ad- 
vantages well known to every perfon 
who has refided any ume at Patna. 
Tits gunege the Prelident agreed with 
the Nabob fhould be abclithed ; and in 
its ftead, he defired the chicf to lay up 
20,000 maunds of grainonaccount of the 
Company ; which we, however, have 
thoupt: mott proper to deter, not chu- 
fing 
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fing to put our employers to what we 
deem an unneceffary and unprafitable 
rifk, without the fan¢tion of your or- 
ders. The encouragement given Nobit 
Roy on this occafion, has induced him 
to feize and carry away by force all the 
dealers of this gunge, to detain boats 
loaded with our own particular property 
having duftucks, and to fend the chief 
word, that he will not fuffer a further 
importation of grain. He has likewife 
publickly punifhed three boatmen, who 
have been long employed in this fervice 5 
and made proclamations through the city, 
that whoever brings grain to he Englith 
fhall be treated in the fame manner ; 
which can be conftrued in no other light, 
than a determination to diftrefs us in the 
moft tender point, viz. that of the necef- 
{aries of life. 

AFTER fuch infolence on his part, 
an obfervance of punctilios on ours would 
be truly ridiculous, and alfo defervedly 
fubject us to the imputation of being 
wanting in our duty to thofe we ferve, 
as well as to thofe committed to our 


charge, 
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charge. We fhall therefore ufe as little 
ceremony in releafing our boats, as he 
does in feizing them, avoiding at the 
fame time any kind of offence, but aé&- 
ing conliftently with the firft great law 
of nature.’ In the interim we fhall ex- 
pect your orders.” 


Tue fubje& of this letter was referv- 
ed to be confidered along with the other 
difputed points, and the following plan 
was {cttled for condudttng the debate. 


“« First, To colleat the opinion of 

the Board, on the regulations fettled with 
the Nabob by the Prefident. 
_ Seconpiy, To determine on the 
Patna letter refpecting the Buorbunna 
gate, the entrenchment by the water- 
fide, and the gunge. 

Tuirpry, On the difpofition of the 
troops, and major Carnac’s letter.” 


Tue roth, the firmauns and grants 
not being ready, only the fecond article 
of the plan was confidered, viz. Whe- 

ther 
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ther the Nabob fhould be permitted to 
fhut up one of the gates of the Patna 
city ; and to clofe the breach between 
the wall and the river; and whether 
Mr. Ellis fhould keep his gunge. The 


opinions were as follows. 


Extradl of a Confultation of the 19th of 
February, 1763. 
“e | © dea the following minute de- 


livered in by the Prefident. 


The Prefident’s Minute. 

In order rightly tounderftand the quet- 
tionrelative tothe Burbunna gate, andthe 
intrenchment by the water-fide, it is 
necefiary to defcribe the fituation of the 
places, and to refer to what paffed on 
this fubject laft year. 

Tue city of Patna extending itfelf 
above two miles from eaft to weft along 
by the river-fide has two principal gates, 
one at the eaft end, the other at the 
weft. Between the weftern gate and 
the river-fide is the Burbunna gate, or 
rather wicket, being a {mall entrance 
into a very narrow ftreet; and the Eng- 


Vor, Il. U lath 
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lifh fa€tory being fituated on the river- 
fide, about two or three hundred yards to 
the weftward of the city walls, and from 
this gate-way, ufed to find a conveni- 
ence in this entrance, as the principal 
weftern gate is a full half mile from 
the factory. The city is furrounded by 
a wall and ditch, except by the river- 
fide. The north-eaft angle is clofed by 
the citadel, or rather the Nabob’s pa- 
lace, which extends itfelf into the river, 
fo that there is no paffage by it. At the 
north-weftend isa baftion,calledtheMoo- 
tanee baftion, between which, and the 
river, Was an open paflage into the town. 
In the month of February, 1762, 
feveral men of captain Caritairs’s party 
having deferted, Mr. Ellis fent to Raje- 
bullub, then Nath of Patna, to -defire 
he would give orders to prevent any of 
our foldiers from going into the city. 
Rajebullub acquainted the Nabob with 
Mr. Ellis’s defire; and received orders 
from him to fhut all the gates and out- 
lets of the city, except the eaft and weft- 
gates, of which he advifed Mr. Ellis, 
and 
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and defired, that he would order that 
none of the Europeans fhould go into 
the city ; and that fuch of the people of 
the factory as had bufinefs there, fhould 
enter by the weftern gate. Mr. Ellis 
wrote to Rajebullub in anfwer, that 
the fhutting the Burbunna wicket would 
put a ftop to all the butinefs of the fac- 
tory, and that therefore he mutt not fhut 
it; and, at the fame time, he reprefent- 
ed to the Board, the inconvenience that 
would attend the fhutting it, the weit- 
gate being dittant from the factory at 
leaft half a mile; and mentioned, that 
Rajebullub had begun to raife a wall 
from the baftion, next the factory down 
to the river, thereby to prevent all com- 
munication ; infomuch, that no boat 
could track up to the tactory ; and “that 
the confequence of allowing it, would 
be the obliging all boats to pull up the 
other fide of the river. At the fame 
time Mr. Ellis fent people to prevent 
the Burbunna wicket being fhut, or the 
outlet by the water-fide clofed. In 
confultation of the 22d of February, I 

. U 2 was 
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was defired by the Board to write to the 
Nabob, to requeft him to order the Bur- 
bunna gate to be left open; and in the 
letter to Vir. Edis, where he ts acquaint- 
ed with this refolution, it 1s added, that 
he fhould prevent the wall, or breaft- 
work being carried on by the river-fide, 
fo far as it might obftrud boats tracking 
up on that fide of the river. Agrecably 
to the refolution of the Board, I wrote 
tothe Nabob, defiring he would order 
the Lurbunna wicket to be Jeft open for 
the convenience of our factory; and 

the Nabob gave orders accordingly. 
Tutus the athiur reited cll I came to 
Monaheer, when the Nabob reprefent- 
ed the inconvenience of having thofe two 
outlets left open. “ That the feecpoys, 
and other people of the factory, often 
came into the town by thole ways, quar- 
relied with the inhabitants, and plunder - 
ed or Hl-treated them, and efcaped again 
to the factory, without its being poffible 
to bring them to juftice; and that be- 
fides, the town could not be in a ttate of 
defence, until dhe pafiage by the river- 
tide 


Tranfactions in BENGAL. 293 


fide was fecured.” As I was going to 
Patna, I told the Nabob I fhould be a 
better judge when I had feen the piace 
myfelf. Upon my arrival at Patna, I 
took aview of the places with Mr. Ellis. 
The Burbunna gate was no doubt a con- 
venience to fuch of the fervants of the 
factory as refided in the city; but to 
go round by the wettern-gate is not a 
greater inconvenience, than every perfon 
who has to do with a fortified town mutt 
fubmit to, nor do I find that the Com- 
pany carry on any bufinefs in the city ; 
and as to the opening between the Moo- 
tanee baftion and the river, it is fuch an 
one, as no perfon, who has the charge of 
a fortified place, would on any account 
fuffer. So far from being fecured by the 
Englifh factory, I can affert, that it 
would be very eafy for an enemy to pafs 
by the factory by night, and enter the 
town before any alarm could be given. 
Befides, the factory itfelf, which is in 
no refpect like a fortification, might be 
taken by an enemy, and the city there- 
by expofed to certain deftruction, if 

U 3 this 
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this pafflage muft be left open; a cafe 
which though not likely to happen, yet 
ought certainly to be guarded againit. 
As to the dithculty of boats going up by 
the rivcr-fide, it is a mere exaggeration, 
like many other parts of Mr. Ellis’s dif- 
fertations on theie fubjcéts. Boats will 
have only to row or warp a few yards at 
the weft end, as they are already obliged 
todoatthe caft end, where, as 1 have before 
obferved, the * Kella flops the paffage, 
and where I faw boats pafs up without 
the Icaft difficulty; and it is well known, 
that there are very many places between 
this and Patna, where boats cannot track 
on account of the junguls, the fteep- 
nefs of the banks, or other obf{tructions. 
Finally, as the city belongs to the Na- 
bob, and he is anfwerable for the charge 
of it, and for the perfons and proper- 
ties of the inhabitants, he has an un- 
doubted right to fortify it in any manner 
he pleafes. Thefe my fentiments I ex- 
plained fully to Mr. Ellis; and Nobit 
Roy having applied to me on the fub- 
ject, I gave him an anfwer, of which 

applica- 


* The citadel or palace. 
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application and anfwer, the following 
are copies.” 


From Nobit Roy, Naib of Patna, fo 


the Governor. 


“ Y reafon of the paffage by the 

water-fide, and the wickets of 
the fort being open to the town, it could 
not properly be taken care of. I therefore 
fhut up the wickets, and left the eaft 
and weit-gates for people to pafs in and 
out. Yet the inconveniencies will not 
be remcdied, until the Burbunna aick- 
et, and the paflage by the water-fide, 
are alfo ftoppedup. Had the paflage of 
the Burbunna wicket, &c. been ftopped, 
how could the Boujepoor thieves and 
prifoners have made their efcape? The 
paflage and wickets being open, renders 
it impoffible for me to proteét the town, 
and is a2 means of difturbance in my af- 
fairs, of contempt on the government, 
and of infecurity to the fort. As the 
care of the fort is a neceffary work, and 
the regulation of it is my bufinefs, it 


therefore belongs to me alfo to fhut up 
U 4 the 
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the wickets, and the paffage. If I am 
prevented from doing this, what 1 the 
advantage of my ftaying here ?” 


From the Governor to Nobit Roy. 
UNDERSTAND what you write. a- 
bout fhutting up the Burbunna 

gate, and the pafflage by the river-fide, 
and I have {cen the two places you {peak 
of. The ftopping up the paffage by the 
river-fide is a very proper work; as to 
the fhutting up the gate, although there 
fms to be no great neceffity for it, 
ind the going round about, will be an 
1aconvemience to the factory ; yet, as it 
is the Naboh’s order, do it whenever you 
think proper, no one will interrupt you.” 

Remark on the Prefident’s Minute. 

eAT ATOR CARNAC begs leave to obferve, 
in anfwer to that part of the Prefident’s 
ynuinute, in vindication of the Nabob’s 
ftrengthening that part of the city fo 
clofe to our factory, that it cannot be 
pair unle{fs he means to ftrengthen 
againit the factory itfelf, which he 
aad himielf the majority of the 
Boare 
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Board will look upon as a greater fecu- 
rity to that end of the city, than the 
temporary trifling works now thrown 
up by the Nabob. 

The Opinions of the Council. 

Mr. WartTs is of opinion, that the 
Nabob ought to be wrote to open the 
gate, and throw down the pallifadoes, 
and fuch part of the intrenchment as 
obftructs the tracking of the boats to 
the factory on that fide of the river. 

Mr.Marriorr isof thefameopinion. 

Mr. Hay isof the fame opinion,with 
this addition, that if the Nabob refufes 
to comply with the Prefident’s defire, 
Mr. Ellis fhould then have orders to o- 
pen the gate, and throw down fo much 
of the intrenchment as obftructs the pa{- 
fage of ‘boats. 

Mr. JouNsTonE is of Opinion, that 
the fhutting up the Burbunna gate, and 
making the trench and pallifadoe into 
the river, could be of no fervice for the 
fecurity of the town againft a foreign e- 
nemy, whilft the Nabob depends on us 
ashisfriends ; andthat it remarks, in this 
time of tranquillity, a diftruft of us in 

particular, 
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particular, and has been fo underftood 
by every body in thofe quarters, and is 
confidered as an advantage gained over 
our Chief, in a point hitherto difputed 
with the Nabob, though never detired 
by his predeceflor. To keep up our cre- 
dit, therefore, and for the great conve- 
nience its, 2nd ever has been to our 
factory, he thinks the Nabob fhould 
be addreffed, as the general {entiments 
of the Board, to reftore things to the 
fituation thcy were in before ; and if he 
refufes, that Mr. Ellis fhould be im- 
powcred to do it him(elf. 
Mr. Hattings’s Opinion. 

As every occafion fhould be avoided 
of alarming the people of the country, 
with the appearances of diftruft or con- 
tention between the Nabob.and ys, and 
as it has been deemed, that the cates 
now in debate have fuch atendency, Mr. 
Hajftings is of opinion, that the Prefi- 
dent fhould write to the Nabob, and 
defire him to caufe the Burbunna gate 
to be opened, and the intrenchments 
by the river-fide made paffable for boats ; 
but he fees no occafion for fending a 


publick 
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publick order to the gentlemen at Pat- 
na, to effect either by force, nor does 
he think it can be done, without a mani- 
feft violation of our treaty of alliance 
with the Nabob, as he has the fole au- 
thority to take fuch meafures, for the re- 
gulation or ftrengthening of his own 
fortified city, as he thinks proper, whilft 
he encroaches upon none of our known 
rights. 

Mr. Cartire begs leave to obferve, 
that never having been at Patna, he can 
form no other judgment as to the af- | 
fair of the Burbunna gate, and the cir- 
cumftance of its being fhut, than what 
he has been informed of, by the letters 
from Patna. From them he finds the 
fervants of the factory have now no con- 
venient communication with the city, 
as likewife their hofpital ; that the fhut- 
ting up the gate is a matter of pigue, and 
intended to affront Mr. Ellis; and if 
him, confequently the nation; and muft 
have been confidered in that light by the 
inhabitants of Patna, who, apprehenfive 
of the confequences, many have left their 

houfes, 
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houfes, and carried their families to other 
parts; that this proceeding has raifed a 
notion in the country of our Ixtle at- 
tachment to the Nabob, which he has 
very imprudently encouraged by the fuf- 
picions he feems to harbor in his mind, 
and acting in a manner fo contrary to 
that confidence he ought to place in us ; 
that our attachment to him is his fole 
fecurity and fafe-guard, which, if once 
Icffened, or even fufpected to be fo, 
might probably have the worft of confe- 
" quences on his affairs ; that for his own 
fafety, and frecing the country from dif- 
turbances, it ought to be a point infift- 
ed upon, that the faid gate fhould be 
opened, more particularly as it was the 
only one of the city left open, during 
the troubles of three years in’ that pro- 
vince, and no danger fromits being conti- 
nucd to be fo in a time of profound peace, 
can poflibly be dreaded; and if the Pre- 
fident’s application on this head is not 
complied with, that directions fhall be 
fent to Mr. Ellis to open it, and that 
part of the intrenchment to be thrown 

down, 
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down, that is a real inconvenience to 
the factory. 

Mr. BiLLeRs is of opinion with Mr. 
Cartier. 

Mr. Batson confiders the fhutting 
up of the Burbunna gate, and the in- 
trenchments raifed by the Nabob againtt 
our factory, as an indignity defigned us, 
and really an act of hoftility ; he is there- 
fore of opinion, that the gate fhould be 
ordered to be Icft open as formerly, and 
fo much of the intrenchment removed, . 
as Mr. Ellis and the Council may judge 
for the fatety and convenience of our 
factory ; and we fhould write to the Na- 
bob to give orders for the above purpofes ; 
which, if he refufes to comply with, Mr. 
Ellis fhould be ordered to eaecute them. 

Major Carnac’s Opinion. 

By the Burbunna gate has been, time 
out of mind, a communication between 
the city and factory ; therefore the Na- 
bob’s ordering it to be fhut up, cannot 
but argue in him an indifpofition to- 
wards us, efpecially as the works exe- 
cuting there, carry all the appearance of 

a defire 
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a defire to ftrengthen himfelf on the fide 
next to us; nor does it appear, that any 
advantage or conveniency will refult to 
the Nabob, from the {topping this com- 
munication; and the reafon principally 
infiftted on feems to be, that the Na- 
bob is mafter of his own city, and may 
doas he pleafes. The fame might with 
equal juftice be given, for his refufing 
to allow any entrance whatever to the 
Englith into the city; he has done the 
next thing toit, rendered our admiffion 
as inconvenient as poffible to us. Be- 
fides, the gentlemen at Patna affure us, 
‘their boats will, from the obftruCtions 
now made, be expoted to great rifques. 
The major is therefore cf opinion, that 
the Nahob fhould be wrote to, in the 
moft preffing manner, andareprefentation 
made to him, that the fhutting the Bur- 
bunna gate, cannot fail creating, through- 
outthecountry, the perfuafion thathe and 
the Englith are upon bad terms, which 
it is equally his bufinefs as ours to pre- 
vent; that therefore to remove any fulpi- 

cions 
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cions of this nature, we muft infift upon 
that gate being again opened, and that 
part of the city be Icft in its ufual ftate. 
If after fuch a reprefentation, the Nabob 
continues obftinate, the major thinks the 
Board will be juftified in giving orders 
to Mr. Ellis to open that communica- 
tion; and the Nabob will have only 
himfelf to blame, for having reduced us 
to that neceflfity. 

Mr. AMyatTrT declares, That of his 
own knowledge this gate has becn kept: 
open for thefe nineteen years pail, and was 
the only one of the city which was open 
during the time of the two fieges of 
Patna, as being efteemed a neceffary 
communication with the factory, by the 
guns whereof it was covercd; that he 
therefore imagines, the fhutting of it 
up muft proceed cither from a pique 
to Mr. Ellis, or an intention to dimi- 
nifh the Englifh influence in the coun- 
try. That for thefe reafons, and as it is 
attended with great inconvenience to us, 
and no advantage to the Nabob, he a- 
agrees in opinion with Mr. Flay in re- 


gard 
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gard to opening it, and removing the 
intrenchment by the water-fide. 

Major ADAMS is of opinion, that 
the fhutting of this gate is of no advan- 
tage to the Nabob; that fo far from 
ftrengthening the city, he thinks it ra- 
ther contributes to weaken it, and has 
an appearance of a jealoufy fubfifting, 
which may be prejudicial to the Compa- 
ny’s affairs, and to the Nabob himfelf ; 
and that therefore the Prefident ought to 
write to the Nabob, to infift upon the 
gates being opened, and a neceflary paf- 
fage left from the intrenchment for the 
tracking of boats.” 


A LETTER to the Nabob was then 
prepared according to the opinion of the 
Board, and according to the ufual courfe 
went under the hand and {eal of the Pre- 
fident ; which being the form prefcribed 
by the Court of Diredlors for the coun- 
try correfpondence | always obferved, al- 
though the letter on this, and many o- 
ther occafions, was contrary to my own 
fentiments. The following is a copy of 

the 
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the letter wrote the Nabob in confe- 
quence of the foregoing refolutions. 


To the Nabob, February 19, 1763. 


«6 HE chief and council of the 
Patna factory have reprefented 

to me and the Council of Calcutta, that 
by fhutting up the Burbunna gate or 
wicket of the city, all the fervants of the 
factory are fubjected to great inconveni- 
ence in going to and from their houfes, 
and the Company’s bufinefs impeded ;. 
and further, that by carrying on a wall 
or intrenchment from the baftion to the 
water-fide, boats are prevented from 
tracking up to the factory, and will be 
obliged to pull up on the other fide, 
which will be a great inconvenience to 
the bufinefs af the Company, and the 
gentlemen of the factory. And as it ap- 
pears, that the Burbunna gate has al- 
ways been open for twenty years paft ; 
and that during the troubles when the 
city was befieged, the faid gate was of 
particular fervice, as affiftance went by 
that road from the factory for the de- 
Vou. Il. X fence 


me 
« 
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fence .of the city; and the thutting it 
up at, this tume has not a good appear- 
ance, but raifes diftruft and jealoufy in 
the minds of the people, and fills the 
inhabitants with apprehenfions, as if 
there fubfifted not a perfect friendthip 
between you and the Company ; and as 
fuch reports are equally prejudicial to 
your affairs, and the Company’s, and it 
is unreafonable you fhould lay any ob- 
{tructions in the way of the Company's 
bufinefs, or that of the fervants of the fac- 
tory: itis therefore thought very impro- 
per, on all accounts, to fhut up the thid 
gate; andl write toyou therefore, accord- 
ingto the advice of the Council, to defire 
you will order it to be kept open as be- 
fore, as reports of this kind to preju- 
dice or diminifh the Company’s name 
will not be admitted ; and that you will 
order the wall or intrenchment from ‘the 
baftion to the river-fide to be made in 
fuch a rnanner, that there may be room 
for the boat people to track up the boats. 
As your compliance herewith can be at- 
tcHded with no lefs or hindrance to your 

affairs, 
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affairs, it is neceffary that you immedi- 
ately give orders accordingly, that the 
people may fee there is an entire confi- 
tence and friendfhip between you and 
the Company, and all jealouftes and ap- 
prehenfions may be removed.” 


THe reafoning of the Council upon 
the foregoing fubject amounts to this, 
that to fhut up the gate of the city, and 
clofe the breach or pafflage between 
that and the river, would have an ap- 
pearance of a jealoufy or difagreement 
between the Nabob and the Company ; 
wherefore he fhould be wrote to in a 
peremptory manner to keep them open ; 
and if he did not comply, Mr. Ellis 
fhould open them by force. A moft ex- 
traordinary method for removing all ap- 
pearance of jealoufy and difagreement! 
With refpect to the gunge, the whole 
Board agreed with me in the impropri- 
ety of Mr. Ellis’s keeping it; and the 
following refolution was made. 


X 2 WITH 
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“<< With refpect to the gunge, it is 
unanimoully agreed by the Board, that 
inftead thereof, a limited number of 
licenced fhopkeepers fhall be eftablith- 
ed, to fupply with provifions the bazars 
of the army and the factory ; that they 
fhall not however become a gunge, or 
wholefale market, but erect their fhops 
and ftorehoufes in fuch place, as fhall 
be agreed on between the chief and No-~- 
bit Roy; and fuffer the ufual cuftoms 
to be collected by a droga on the part of 
the government ; and that all this being 
done, the prefent gunge is to be re- 
moved.” 


Tus next confultation the 22d, was 
taken up with reading the frmauns and 
grants ; and it was agrecd, that ‘the {e- 
iveral members fhould prepare their opi- 
fians upon the regulations I had made 
with the Nabob ; and the extent of the 
prywleges af our priyate wade, by way 
of ,anfwer to the following fix — 
tions. 


“© FIRST, 
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«© First, Whether by the firmaun, 
and fubfequent treaties, we have a right 
to trade in every article, whether for 
foreign or inland trade, duty free ? 

SECOND, Whether any duties ought 
to be paid to the country government 
on falt, beetle-nut, tobacco, or any o- 
ther articles ? 

Tuirp, Whether the Company’s 

duftuck fhall be for the future granted 
for fuch articles ? 
. Or late the trade of falt from Calcut- 
ta, up the country, has been carried on 
by the Englifh inhabitants in. general, 
who, having firft paid the duties at Hoog- 
ly, and having got the fougedar’s duf- 
tuck or rowana, had then a paffport or 
certificate from the Prefident to accom- 
~pany it. ~, 

Fourtu, Whether certificates fhould 
in future be granted to any but the Com- 
pany’s fervants ° 

Firtu, Whether the Englifh gomaif- 
tahs, in any part of the three provinces, 
fhall be fubject in any manner to the 

X 3 controul 
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controul of the officers of the country 
government, and how far? 

SixTH, Ir not, how are we to regu- 
lute the difputes that may happen be- 
twixt them and the country government, 
and particularly in thofe parts where we 
have no factory ?” 


At the fame confultation (the 22d 
of Fcbruary) was read the following let- 
ter of complaint from Luckypoor. 


Copy of a Letter from Mr. Middleton fo 
the Governor and Council, Dated Fe- 
bruary 16, 1763. 

« YT Appressep you the 14th inftant, 

and informed you, that the houfes 
of Golam Hoficin and Mahomed Gazy, 
fervauts of this factory, were befet by 

Aga Nazam, Mahomed Allee’s deputy 

at Jugdea. I have fince received intelli- 

gence, that cn the 12th inftant, Aga 

Nazam had fummoned thefe people to 

furrender on that day; the confequence 

of which was, ithe mother and fifter took, 
poiion, bet inftant sclicf being given 
them, they are yet aljwe; the reft found 

means 
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means to efcape by a back door, and 
left their houfes to the mercy of Aga 
Nazam, who of courfe has plundered 
and deftroyed them. One of the women 
that efcaped has been brought to-bed 
but a few days; what is become of 
her, the infant, and other women, I 
cannot tell, but have fent people to en- 
quire after them. I muft inform you, 
that thefe two men are of a confiderable 
family, who have always been much. 
refpected ir he country, and remarkable 
for their attachment to the Englith, par- 
ticularly inthe year 1756, when they 
afforded protection and affiftaitce to our 
fervants, at atime that it was refuded 
by the French, and every one elfe’at 
Jugdea. Tinclofe you a letter, which 
I received, from Syed Buddull Cawn, a 
fougedar, Appointed by Mahomed Allee 
in thefe diftriéts, to whom I wrote ‘on 
this occafion, by which this act feems 
to have been done by Mahomed Allee’s 
directions. I alfo enclofe to you copies 
of two letters from Syed Buddul Cawa, 
and Aga Nazam, to Golam Hoffein:and 

mM gs 1 Maho- 
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Mahomed Gazy, recommending the“lat- 
ter, to quit the Engtifh employ, if he 
expects to have any favor fhewn hirm 
By thefe letters, and other circumftances 
it appears, that their being fervants of 
the Englith, is the fole caufe of their 
misfortunes. Therefore, I have affur- 
ed them, that you will not fail of ob- 
taining all poffible redrefs ; and what 
further particulars I may be able to learn 
of this affair, I will hereafter communi- 
gate to you. 

* Opr cloth bufinefs inthe Manorgunge 
perganah, where feveral of the Compa- 
ny 3 fortinents are made, is entirely put 
a {top to by one Comar Allce Wadadar 
ther¢, and our gomaftahs and other fer- 
vants have been obliged to return to 
Luckypoor, leaving a largeefum, out- 
{ftanding, in the pykarsand weavers hands. 
This Comar Allee is the perfon who or- 
dered, by publick beat of tom-tom, that 
none of his tenants fhould, at their pe- 
sil, tranfagt any bufinefs with the Eng- 
kth, of which Mr. Billers advifed you, 
i his addrefs of the 22d ultimo. 
{+ 4 To 
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To what we have from time to time 
alledged againft Mahomed Allee, give 
me leave to obferve, that his rapacious 
cruelty is fo conf{picuous, in the unheard- 
of oppreffive meafures, taken by him in 
the perganahs hereabouts, and fo parti- 
cularly aim at thofe people that are, and 
have been in our employ, or any way 
negotiating with us; that it feems his 
defign is, to the utmoft of his power, to 
throw every obftacle in our way in the 
courfe of trade, both Company’s and 
private, but more particularly the latter, 
that a powerful inveterate enemy can 
fuggeft. How far we have fuffered in 
our private concerns, is partly known 'to 
you, by the account tranfmitted you by 
Mr. Billers. Several of our boats have 
fince that ‘keen {topped on various pre- 
tences, although we have paid the Na- 
bob’s duties as in former times.’ 

YESTERDAY advife was brought me, 
that fome people belonging to the ‘gd- 
vernment were meafuring’our prounds,’ 
in order to take poffeffion' of them, aid 
had demanded rents froriy oat tettants. ¥ 

immediately 
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immedintely fent a few feepoys and pe~ 
ons, who, this morning, brought in two 
of the principals employed on this ot- 
cafion. Soon after I had feized thefe 
people, a number of men collected them- 
felves together, and have been plunder- 
ing the houfes of our tenants, and car- 
ried away their cattle, &c. This has 
obliged me to fend a ftrong party of 
feepoys to the extent of our bounds, to 
prevent any further infults of the kind. 
J thought it neceffary to inform you of 
this circumftance, as I imagine it will 
be reprefented in a very different light 
by Mahomed Allee’s party.” 


Upon this it was refolved to feize the 
three officers of the government com~ 
plained againft; in which, Tefolution I 
agreed; for as the queftion was now, 
whether the acting perfons complained 
againft fhould be feized, or war made 
directly with the Nabob himfelf; I con- 
curred in the former, as I yet did not 
doubt but the Nabob would febmit to 


any terms, that fhould be propofed to 
him 
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him by the Council, rather than enter 
into a war. 

Tue next confultation (the 1f of 
March) the opinions of all the members 
were delivered in upon the fix queftions 
propofed the 22d of February. The 
majority declared the extent of the pri- 
vileges of our private trade to be unli- 
mited, and that the duties which had 
hitherto been paid to the country govern- 
ment on falt, and fome other articles, 
were only a compliment which might 
be continued or not, as we pleafed. This ' 
pretenfion muft appear to all reafonable 
men as unjuft as it was new; for who 
can fuppofe the Mogul emperor meant 
by his &rmaun, to give us a right to trade 
from place to place in the center of his 
own country, upon a better footing than 
his own fubjects? His granting us an 
exemption from cuftoms, upon our fo- 
reign or thipping trade is natural »sbecaufe 
it was attended with the double advan- 
tage of giving vent to the manufactures. 
of his dominigns, and importing bullion, 
and other ufeful commodities. Much, 

has 
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has:already been faid upon this fubject, 
and we will come now to the feveral 
opinions of the members of the Board, 
which were as follows. 


Extract of Confultation of the ft of March, 
1763. 
te R.WatTTs is of opinion, in 
anfwer to the queftions propof- 
ed laft Council day. 

First, That by the firmauns and 

hufbul hookums, the Englifh Eaft India 
Company have an undoubted right to 
trade in every article produced in the In- 
doftan empire, either for foreign or in- 
land ‘trade; and that duftucks ought to 
be given with any articles ; and that Meer 
Mahomed fafher Allee Cawep, in his 
treaty, has very particulasty confirmed 
the fame for the provinces, under the 
fubahdarree of Bengal. 
- Seconn, That duties ought not to be 
paid to the country government on {falt, 
beetle-nut, tobacco, or any articles that 
have a duftuck with them. 


{ 


7+. 


vs THIRD, 
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‘Tutrpo, That duftucks be granted 
with educh articles for the future. 

Fourtu, That no paffiports or certi+ 
ficates fhould be granted to Company’s 
fervants or others, but that falt have a 
duftuck with it, if the fole property of a 
Company’s fervant, but not to other 
Einglith inhabitants. 

Firru, That the Prefident, in his let- 
ter to the Nabob, has given up the pri- 
vilege which the Company enjoyed by 
this firmaun ; and therefore he continues 
in the fame fentiments, as in the confpl+' 
tation of the 17th of January. 

Sixtu, That fubjecting our Englith 
gomaftahs to the country government, 
would entirely prevent us from carrying 
on our trade; nor is there any neceflity 
for any-reguMtions in thofe parts where 
we have an Englith factory; but in the 
diftant parts of the provinces fomething 
is necefiary to be eftablifhed, as well-for 
preventing our gomaftahs from. bemg 
guilty af oppreffions to the country peod 
ple, as to keep the .officers of ‘the god 
vernment from behaving in the manner 


they 
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they have lately done. That this point 
can only be fettled betwixt the Nabob 
and us. 

Mr. Marriorr is of opinion, that 
the Prefident ought to have waited till 
he could have received an anfwer from 
the Board, before he wrote the letter 
to the Nabob, as no paragraph of the 
Board’s lctter to the Prefident appears to 
authorize him to conclude a treaty with- 
out their approbation, unlefs their wil- 
dmegnefs to have affairs fettled with 
‘the Nabob on a folid bafis, with the fe- 
curity of our rights and privileges, be 
eénitrued into that fenfe, which he does 
not imagine was the intention of the 
Board.. That in regard to the treaty it- 
‘felf, i¢ differs far from our figsnaun and 
funnuds granted in confequence of our 
treaties with Scrajah Dowla and Jaffer 
Allee Cawn, particularly in giving up 
our mght of granting duftucks for imn- 
land trade (though fome few articles 
may have been denied us trading in 
‘by the country government, unlefs we 
paid duties on them) notwithftanding 

our 
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eur Honorable Matters ftrongly recom- 
mend the being jealous of our firmaun 
privileges; and alfo in fubmitting our 
gomaftahs and dependents to be under 
the government's jurifdiction, and lable 
on every occafion to be called before 
their courts, which is greatly deroga- 
tory to the Englifh name, and muft take 
from us that {way we ought to have in 
the country, without which no bufinefs 
will be able to be carried on; and will 
greatly prejudice not only the quality 
and quantity, but alfo inhance the-price 
of every article of the Company’s in- 
veftment. That fo far from fubmitting 
eur gomaftahs and dependents to the go- 
verniment’s courts of judicature, our fir- 
maun exprefly orders all our dependents 
that are in-Icbted to us and run away, to 
be immediately delivered up taus; and 
that the government’s people thould give 
us al] the affiftance they canon fuck anac- 
cafion, in order to recover our demands. 
THAT in regard to exchange of mo- 
ney, as we have an undoubsed.- right to 
_ Cain ficcas from our firmaun and. fun- 
nuds, 
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nuds, we ought to infift on thofe we coin 
fhould pafs; but to obviate any lofs that 
might arife by batta on ficcas of a. dif~ 
ferent mint at another place, we fhould 
get ftamps of the feveral mints where 
we have occafion to {end money, and 
coin with thofe ftamps accordingly. 
For thefe reafons, I entirely diffent 
to the treaty. The ill confequences muft 
now appear too plain every where, it be- 
ing a dangerous {yftem to truft the go- 
vernment’s people with fo great a power. 
Thejr character of being rapacious and 
tyrannical would, I thought, have been 
well known to every one. I am further 
of opinion, the faid letter of the Prefi- 
dent to the Nabob fhould be demand- 
ed back, or hereafter bad confequences 
may arife from it. er | 
In reply to the different articles pro~ 
pofed by the Board, Mr. Marriott is of 
opinion, that by the firmaun and fubfe~ 
quent treaties, we have a right to trade 
in foreign and inland articles of trade, 
if a dire& affertion is a {ufficient proof, 
and not one fingle article of trade pro- 
hibited 
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hibited us by the firmaun, &c. That 
the government denying us to trade in 
a few articles, without we pay duties off 
them, is ufurping an authority they for- 
tnerly were forbid, as by the tenor of 
the firmaun it appears; that further u- 
furpations, and limiting our trade, were 
attempted by Aliverdee Cawn’s minif- 
tera, in refpect of paying duties on fu- 
gar; and which the Company remon- 
ftrate much againft, and defire we will 
take care thefe things may not be broueht 
into a precedent; which fhews the opi- 
nion they entertained of thefe emcroath- 
ments ; and by their feveral regulations 
and orders concerning duftucks, it plain- 
ly appears, they only meant their fer- 
vants fhould not cover any black mer- 
chants goods, or others, that had not the 
privilege of aduftuck; and by that means 
defraud the government of the duties 
they would otherwife have collected on 
the faid merchants goods ; which in cafe 
of being detected, might have been a 
plea for flopping the Company's bufi- 
nefs, and embroilmg their affairs. 

Vou. II. Y THAT 
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THAT in confequence of the go- 
vernment’s collecting a duty on falt, 
which we for the moft part have acqui- 
cfeed in, a duty fhould be paid them at 
one place, and a ftated fum for each 
hundred maunds, at the rate the Moor 
merchants pay, and the falt pafs with 
the Company’s duftuck (more particu- 
larly as itis the produ@ of their own 
jagheers) and the collector’s of the faid 
dutics receipt for the fame; after 
which the boats not to be detaincd at 
any. faut o1 chokcy, further than to give 
the chokeydar time to take a copy of our 
duftuck. That, as the Company’s duf- 
tuck has been granted for beetle-nut, 
and tobacco, they are articles we fhould 
not give up, but continue the Compa- 
ny’s duftuck for thofe articles according-~ 
ly. That our acquiefcing in paying du- 
ties on falt, ought to be looked on as a 
conceffion on our parts, as the demand- 
ing, them is Be an infringement of 
‘our firmain privileges ; but as the other 
fabahs have received them, the Nabob 
has cuftom to plead for his receiving 

them 
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them alfo; and as we have fupported 
him in all his antient privileges, we 
ought to continue this to him, that it 
might not be detrimental to his revenues. 
TuHat the granting a certificate to 
Englith inhabitants trading in falt for 
what they purchafe, has no bad conf{e- 
quence attending it, as this interfergs 
not with ahy branch of the Company’s 
trade ; and he therefore thinks the Prefi- 
défit fhotld grant them to thofe who 

are not covenanted fervants. 
THAT ‘the fubjecting our gomaftahs to 
the controul of the officers of fhe coun- 
try government, muft, he conceives, be 
attended with the worft of confequences, 
asitis giving up one of our firmaun privi- 
leges, “which muft make us efteemed 
very light in the eyes of the generality 
of people, and confequently treated with 
contempt by them, and be the means 
of depriving our gomaftahs of the influ- 
ence neceffary for carrying on the leaft 
bufinefs. That in order to prevent our 
gomaftahs from making a bad ufe of their 
authority, and injuring or diminifhing 
Y 2 the 
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the government’s revenues, or interfer- 
ing the leaft in them (this being one of 
the chicf articles of complaint againft 
our gomaftahs) they fhould be again po- 
fitively forbid holding lands, villages, 
gungcs, &c. of the government; and 
an immediate example made of thofe 
that ditobey ; and then no other matters 
of ditpute can arife, but in thofe of 
trade when the party injured fhould 
apply for redrefs to the Chief of the 
néarcht Englith factory, who, no doubt, 
is invefted with authority fufficicnt to 
make the gomaftahs complained againit 
appear and an{wer to the complaint, if 
appearing true ; anda few fevcre exam- 
ples made on the gomattahs, would, I 
flatter myfelf, in a fhort time, have the 
defiredeffect, andno injuftice be commit- 
‘ted by Englith gomattahs in future. 
Mr. Hay’s Opinion. 

My reafons for joining with the o- 
ther members of the Board, prefent the 
azth of January, in pafiing the centure 
onthe Prefident, minuted in the contul- 

tation 
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tation of that day, are, that by the 
treaty or written fecurity that the Go- 
vernor paffed to the Nabob, the princi- 
pal rights and privileges of the Englith 
Company, granted them by the King’s 
firmaun, and hufbul-hookums from 
Delly, confirmed and fully explained by 
the treaties with Serajah Dowla, and 
Meer Jather Cawn, and enjoyed fince 
thofe treaties, almoft in full, are given 
up, without one fingle advantage gained 
for the Company; but, on the contra- 
ry, the total lofs of the Englifh. credit 
and reputation in thefe provinces, which 
has been declining theife two years paft, 
was the vifible confequence of this agree- 
ment to every one who {aw it, and was 
the leaft acquainted with the nature of 
the country people; and it now grieves 
me to think, that the wifeft regulations, 
and the moft fteadyconductof this Board, 
will not be able to prevent the immedi- 
ate bad effects of this ill concerted, and 
unauthorized proceeding of Mr. Van- 
fittart, as too plainly appears from the 
letters received from the fubordinates, 

bare: and 
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and the genéral complaints of all our a- - 
gents and gomaftahs; which thew there 
is almoft every Where a ftop to, or great 
inicumbrances on our bufinefs; and that 
our fervants aré particularly 1) ufed and 
opprefied. 

In confidering the arguments for and 
againft the prefent treaty, entered into 
with the Nabob by the Prefident, it is 
abfolutely neceflary, to the forming a true 
judgment on the affair, that the unjuft 
methods ufed in the country ¢ourts, as 
well .as the methods practifed by the 
country merchants in conducting their 
affairs, Mfiduld becontinually in yourmind. 

Tire inipoftibility of carrying on bu- 
ffnefs, ‘when- fubjected to the country 
courts; I think, muft appear pluin to 
every one, svhen it 4s confidered,: that 
for all fums of money recovered in them, 
you are obliged to pay, befides the ex- 
pence of the court, a chout * of twen- 
ty*five per cent. on the moncy recovert 
ed} which, if the Englith do not fubmit 
to pay, it witl always: be the intereft of 
the zemindars, &c. to decide againft 


them- 
* A fourth part. 
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them, This I only mention as.one of 
the numberlefs grievances we fhould 
fuffer, if fubjected to their authority. 
The country merchants are fenfible of 
the impoffibility of carrying on bufineds 
under fuch difadvantages, and are there- 
fore obliged to buy the protection of 
fome perfon of authority in the govern- 
ment (if their own influence is not fuf- 
ficient) which fets them above the reach 
of the lower zemindars of the country, 
protects them from the violence of all, 
and at the fame time gives them a kind 
of judicial authority, fo far as tp confine 
the weavers and picars, when they can-, 
not recover their balances from them o- 
therwife. This being well underftood, I 
imagine was the principal reafon for the 
Company’s being at fo great an expence 
in procuring their firmaun and hufbul-: 
hookums, which exempt the Company, 
from thofe inconveniencies; and likewie 
of the great care that was.taken to pre~, 
ferve them in their full force, by thie 
treaties with Serajah Dowla, and Mee: 


Jafier Cawn. . oe ee 
Y4 BEFORE 
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Breroxe I come to confider the dif. 
ferent articles of the treaty, it is necef~ 
fary to remark, that che Governor’s ar~ 
guing, both in his letters and minutes, 
in fupport of this tranfa@tion, is on a 
{uppofition, that the greateft enormities 
have becn and are committed by the Eng- 
lith gomaftahs throughout the country, 
to the great detriment of the Nabob’s 
revenues and government. But that this 
has not been the cafe will, I think, 
plainly appear from the feveral complaints 
made againft them, being no further fup- 
ported, than by the aflurtions of thofe by 
whom made, and whofe intereft it was 
to make complaint, as fome excufe for 
their non-payment of what was demand- 
ed of them; whereas, if there was any 
foundation for thefe complaints, .it was 
fo much in their power, and fo agreea- 
ble to the prefent government, and the 
Prefident, that they thould be proved, 
that they never could have wanted means 
to have done it; end likewife, by the 
numberle{s oppreffions that our gomaf- 
tahs and people have fuffered throughout 

the 
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the country for many months paft ; for 
it isnot to be conceived, that people 
treated in the manner they have been, 
could have it in their power to be guilty 
of thofe extravagant violences and enor- 
mities, which they are reprefented tohave 
been by Mr. Vanfittart. Thus much pre- 
amifed, I fthall now confider Mr. Vanfit- 
tart’s written fecurity, or obligation to 
the Nabob, article by article. 

In the firft, Mr. Vanfittart has given 
up the right which the Company have by 
their firmaun, hufbul-hookums and fub- 
fequent treaties, of granting duftucks 
except for fhip merchandize, laid a tax 
of nine per cent. on all other traffick, 
and in a manner acknowledged, that the 
Engliflz do carry on their trade by force 
or violence, extortion, or unfair dealing. 

I ruinx the Board could never have 
juftified themfelves for giving up the 
Company’s privileges in this manner ; 
and of courfe that Mr. Vanfittart, un- 
authorized as he was to enter into any 
treaty, could have no right to do it; 
but fuppofe it otherwife, how. was it:¢o 

be 
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be determined, which were, and which 
were not, fhip merchandize ? Mr. Van- 
fittart indeed, in a fubfequent article, 
has Jeft that to be determined by thofe 
whofe intercft it muft be to determine 
them not be fo. In the arguments ufed 
for the tax of nine per cent. on the 
trade from one part of the country to 
another, it is throughout infinuated, that 
this is Jefs than what has been ufually 
paid; and Mr. Vanfittart fays, that on 
all the trade of this kind, that he has 
carried on in falt, &c. he has paid the 
country.duties; but from:'my own know- 
ledge, as well as enquiry, I have reafon 
to think, that of the innumerable arti- 
cles traded in, in this way, only falt and 
tobacco have paid any; the former of 
which, by far the moft confiderable, I 
believe laft year, in a medium, did not 
pay above three per cent. although we 
fubmitted to pay the eftablifhed country 
duties. Mr. Vanfittart, on being afked: 
in’'Council laft Tuefday, what thote ar: 
ticles were that he meant by falt, &c. ? 
replied only falt, for that he néver trad- 
ed 
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ed in any other. How ill then ie.dhis 
argument fupported by his declaration 
when explained ? On the whole, I be~ 
lieve,, we are by this article, inftead of 
trading duty-free, which I think we 
have an undoubted right to, loaded with 
a duty more than double what is paid by 
the Dutch, Armenians, or any people of 
the country. 

Tue acknowledging then in a pub- 
lick writing, that the Englifh do carry 
on their trade by force or violence, ex- 
tortion or unfair dealing, as 1 imagine, 
without any foundation for fuch affler- 
tion, is fo hurtful to the reputation of 
the Englith in this countrv, that I look 
on it in the fame light, that I do giving 
up the privileges of the firmaun. 

By the fecond article, contrary to 
the privileges that the Englifh enjoy by, 
grants and treaties, themfelves and go-. 
maftahs are fubjected to the jurif{diction 
of the meaneft officer that the Nabob em- 
ploys, without the liberty of an appeal.,. 

I rnp fo many objections of the fame 
nature as weremade to thejJaft, to be made, 

to 
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to this, and every article of this treaty, 
that I thall only remark on the whole 
of the remaining articles, that by being 
debarred the liberty of making falt, we 
are deprived of a privilege, that every 
perfon, Europeans and others in the 
country, have but ourfelves. 

Tuar the giving up the right of 
coining in the different mints, 1s over- 
fetting a privilege granted from Delly. 

Tua the throwing the whole trade 
of Affam and Rangamettee into the 
hands of one perfon, is a monopoly moft 
deftructive to trade, and more particu- 
larly, if what Mr. Vanfittart advances be 
juft, that the duty on cotton alone in 
that country brings in a revenue of 
40,000 rupees ; which, if you {uppofe at 
five per cent. muft be raifed on $00,000 
rupees worth; which, if thus monopo- 
lized, muft greatly raife the price of that 
article, and of courfe the price of cloth. 

Uron the whole, I think the written 
fecurity fhould be demanded of the Na- 
bob, and deftroyed, to prevent in future 
times, when our affairs may not be in 

the 
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the florithing fituation they are at 
prefent in Bengal, in regard to force, a 
bad ufe being made of it; for, it is pro- 
bable, that the government would, in 
cafe of having the upper hand in the 
country, make ufe of it to invalidate the 
privileges the Englifh enjoy by their fir- 
maun, hufbul-hookums, and treaties. 

In anfwer to gueftion the ift, I fay, 
Yes. 

To queftion the 2d, No. 

To queftion the 3d, Yes. 

To queftion the 4th, That certificates 
fhould be given after the duties ave paid. 

To queftion the 5th, Not at all. 

In anfwer to queftion the 6th, I fay, 
as formerly, agreeable to the firmaun, 
but that a plan be laid down by the 
Board,” to prevent any injuries being 
done by the Englith gomaftahs, and for 
punifhing them that are guilty, which 
I think may be well done by a commit- 
tee appointed for that purpofe, who 
fhould receive all complaints and ap- 
peals from fubordinates, or the agents 
refiding, with authority of the Board, in 

thofe 
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thofe quarters, and examine them; and 
as it appears that great part, if not the 
whole, of the troubles that have hap- 
pened to the Englith, and their gomaf- 
tahs of Jate, are owing to the orders fent 
over the country by the Nabob, I think 
it highly neceffary, that we have always 
a fenior fervant, refident with the Na- 
bob, who fhould be acquainted with all 
orders regarding the Englifh. This I 
think we have a right to demand, and 
is what we fhould infift on, as it will in 
future prevent our fo long being igno- 
rant of the fource of our troubles, as 
we have lately been. 

Mr. Jounstronre thinks, the Prefi- 
dent's letter to the Nabob, containing 
the new regulations he intended to efta- 
blifh, is from its abject * ftile, 4s well 
as conceffions, highly difhonorable to us, 
and fuch as could not fail of ruining our 
trade and influence, and reducing us 
lower than ever the Englifh were yet at 
any period in this country; that the 

Prefident 


* The ftile of this letter is the fame always ufed 
in addrefits to the Nubob. 
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Prefident without authority, or any ur- 
gent neceflity that yet appears, or can be 
conceived, refigned to the Nabob thofe 
rights and sa tenes we are entitled to 
by the firmaun, and fubfequent treaties, 
and have hitherto enjoyed by virtue of 
them. rift, By diftinguifhing the Com- 
pany’s trade from that of their fervants, 
and agrecing to an exorbitant duty of 
nine per cent. on all articles of the in- 
Jand trade, without diftin@tion or exa- 
mination of what had ufually been paid 
on any of thofe articles at the different 
{ubordinates, cftablifhing the rule upon 
that paid by the gentlemen of Lucky- 
poor *, though expreflly mentioned by 
them to be merge than what was paid 
nt Dacea, and known to be above dou- 
ble the duty paid heretofore at Hoogly 
and though {alt was the only article, in 
his own private inland trade, that the 
Prefident remembers to have ever paid 


any 


* It has been fhewn alrcady in page 140, that 
the duty paid at Luckypoor upon falt was fifteen 
per cent. and on beetle-nut ten; whereas theregu- 
lations propofed by me fixed it at nine per cent. 
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any * duty on before this time. 2dly, In 
fubjecting the Englith and their gomaf- 
tahs under the authority of the Moors 
courts of judicature, contrary to the 
privileges we have ever enjoyed, of pro- 
tecting thofe employed under us, and 
being ourfelves the judges of their ac- 
tions; the many ill confequences of 
which, and the entire lofs of that cre- 
dit and pre-eminence we have ever main- 
taincd, is evident to every body, of 
which we have had ample proof, fince 
the circulation of the regulations in eve- 
ry quarter, by the abufe of the power 
fo eagerly put into their hands, by the 
ftoppage of our trade, and attacks open- 
ly made on thofe entitled to our protec- 
tion. 3dly, By prohibiting at once, with- 
out reafon, or ever confulting the, Board, 
the Company’s fervants af the factories 
of Luckypoor, Llamabad, &c. from 
making + falt-works themfelves, which 

1s 

@ 7 faid it was the only article of inland trade 
I recollected to have eves dealt in. 

+ This was fo far trom being without reafon, 
that the Board have fince agieed to eftablifh that 
very limitation which I had propoied, tinding that 
the trade cuuld not be fo carricd on without in- 
juring the rights of others. 
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is a liberty not denied to any native of 
the country; and by which their for- 
tunes have been, and are endangered, as 
no time was allowed for colle@ting in 
the money they had laid out; and the 
balances due could only be recovered, by 
receiving the falt from the molungees 
they had employed. The article order- 
ing without any limitation, that all pur- 
chafes of lands, made by any of the fer- 
vants of our factories, fhould be refign- 
ed, was, I think unjuft and difhonora~ 
ble to us; as if our fervants, where they 
paid the due demands to the goverhment, 
were not entitled to our protection. 

Tue article directing, that the chiefs 
and fervants of the factories, are not 
to hinder the weavers and brokers of the 
government, has been confidered as giv- 
ing full power to the Nabob’s officers 
over thofe people, and may turn to the 
ruin of the Company’s inveftment, as 
appears by the proceedings of Mahomed 
Allee at the Dacca aurungs. 


VoL. Il. Z THE 
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TH foregoing the privilege we had 
of coining in the mints of Patna and 
Dacea, while no provifion was made 
for the currency of our ficcas at thofe 
places without difcount, was yiclding 
up what the Company could demand of 
right. 

ORDERING all purchafes at Gwalpa- 
rah, to be made entirely through the 
Naboh’s droga, was an infringement of 
our rights of a free trade in that quar- 
ter, and ayainft the treaty with Jaffer 
Allee Cawn, by which we are free from 
being even obligcd to buy by the inter- 
vention of delolls, 

Vur minute of the Board the 17th 
of January, on the proceedings of the 
Prefident, thercfore to me appears well 
grounded, and I think the treaty ought 
to be recovered from the Nabob and 
deftroyed, that fo bad a precedent may 
never be eftablifhed and uted againit us. 

NextT, in regard to the queitions pro- 
pofed, I think, 

First, That by virtue of the fir- 
maun, hufbul-hookums, and the treatics 

With 
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with Serajah Dowla and Meer Jaffer 
Allee Cawn, the Company, and their 
fervants, have a right, without any re- 
ftriction or limitations, to trade in and 
grant duftucks for every article, whether 
for foreign or inland trade. Our having 
been reftricted by the power of the fu- 
bahs before the revolution, from the 
full enjoyments of thefe rights, can ne- 
ver be urged as a good argument to inva- 
lidate them, when we became powerful 
enough to affert them. They were efta+ 
blifthed as fully and clearly as could be 
exprefied in the publick treativts then 
concluded, and in tunnuds and duftucks 
afterwards in confequence by Serajah 
Dowla and Jather Allee Cawn, for the 
uninterrupted currency of our trade, thro’ 
the indifputable authority of the dui- 
tuck, wherever it was granted. And 
thefe funnuds were not mercly for fuch 
quarters, where the Company had fac- 
tories and aurungs, but comprehended 
alfo all the diftant frontier provinces, 
where they had not the leaft trade of 
any kind, as Rungpoor, Poorncea, Ran- 

Z 2 eamettte, 
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gamettee, Dinagepoor, Silhet, &c. and 
Jaffer Allee Cawn yet agrees, that he 
under{tood the treaty in this fenfe, that 
wherevera Company’s duftuck was grant- 
ed, no duty could ever be demanded *. 
If cuftom, and what privileges we en- 
joved under the Moors government be- 
fore the revolution, are to be eftablithed, 
as what only we have a right to trade in 
now, by virtue of our grants, Firmaun, 
&c. there is fcarce an article of the 
gruff trade, whether for export or con- 
fiueption in Calcutta, and other places 
ithe kingdom, but we muft give up; 
for ita: known, we could not profeffedly 
i our Own names trade in thefe articles, 
tho’ willing to pay the duties and arbitrary 
extortions required on fuch occafions. 
The various other articles of cruif are 


not 


* That Meer Jaffir, when confulted on ary 
pont of debate between us and his fuec for, fhould 
yoinin tuch an epmion, ay was mofl li cly to in- 
flame and encteafe our diputes, was very natu- 
ral, bur whac washes robep ron onth bebel, 
when he was again placed mothe gosernmiar ey ors 
plain, from the demand which he has fince made, 
that we Mould ea cade ouri!ycsfrom the fanie trade. 
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not more particularized, or excepted in 
any treaty or Firmaun, &c. than the two 
articles of falt and tobacco; and have 
been ever fince the treaty with Serajah 
Dowla carried on with the Company’s 
duftuck. That we have acquietced in 
paying duty on the fingle article of falt, 
and patiing it with the fhahbundar’s 
rowana at Calcutta, Dacca, and Lucky- 
poor, fhould not now, I think, weigh 
with us to continue it, when our rights 
are called in queition, and we are bound 
to fupport them in their full extent. A- 
bove all, as this article is the produce of 
the Company’s own lands at the Calcutta 
perganahs, Chittagong, Midnapoor, Jal- 
latore, and Burdwan; and as it makesa 
confiderable branch of their revenue, it 
ought as much as poflible to be protected 
and encouraged, inftead of being oppref- 
fed with new taxes, exceeding above 
‘double what it has yet paid. As for the 
article of tobacco, no duftuck from the 
government has ever been taken, and 
the duty paid on it has never been de- 
manded, till after its arrival at Dacca; 


Z 2 and 
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and at Coffimbuzar the Company’s duf- 
tucks have always been granted, and 
never difputed for this article. 

S:cotp, I think, therefore, that the 
eovernincat have no right to demand 
that, or any other duties where the daf- 
tuck is granted ; and that it fhould be 
now granted on falt and tobacco, as it 
has been hitherto for beetle-nut, rice, 
chee, opium, ftigar, &e. articles con- 
fumed inthe country as well as exported. 

“Turn, Vhote Luropean inhabitants, 
who by the Company's directions are 
not entitled to duilucks, fhould not be 
freed trom paying the duties; yet when 
thefe are dittharged, for the cafe of 
trade, T think a patipert, or certificate 
from the Profident, might accompany 
the rowana ot the buabunder. 

Fourru, The Englith gomaftahs, in 
any part of the three provinees, fhould 
be fubjected in no manner to the juriidic- 
tion of the country government. They 
are not, in my opinion, more than their 
principals to be accountable to them. I 
hehieve they never were, and no ftep 

could 
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could poffibly have been taken more 
forely to ruin our trade, infuence and 
refpect in the country, than acknow- 
ledging them our abjolute matters and 
judges. The Company have ever pro- 
tected their gomaftahs, and thofe of 
their fervants. While we have fubordi- 
nate factories, and a fixed government 
here, juftice may always be had when 
complaints are well grounded, and can 
be proved by the government's depen- 
dents; nor need we be ftartled with 
thofe laid before us, but from the fub- 
ject, exagecration and croundlefinets of 
moft of them, conccive what a ftate of 
wretched dependence we fhould fall into, 
were we liable to be called upon for 
every fuch like abfurd complaint, pre- 
ferred to the country government. In 
thofe more diftant quarters, Where the 
Company have no factories, the trade is 
generally managed by gentlemen, who 
have had the approbation of the Board, to 
go up the country, and given fecurity 
for their good behavior; and they may 
be prefumed more to be depended an, 

Za4 for 
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for determininz equitably any difputes 
about points of trade (which is all they 
fhould, or need, have any connection 
with) than any zemindarree court. An 
appeal might neverthelefs always he 
from them to the neareft fubordinate ; 
and when fuch perfons are publickly 
known to have the permiffion and au- 
thority of the Board, to whom they are 
accountable, they may, without any new 
roudation or mnovation, carry on their 
tade to the fat: faction of the people, 
and without any dctiment to, or inter- 
form with, the collection of the revenues. 


Mr. VWatings’s Oprcon. 

APyo name already appearing to the 
letter propofing the regulations, which 
form the fubitance of the Pretdent’s let- 
ter to the Nabob, it will hardly be ex- 
pected of me to join in the harfh and 
unmerited cenfure, paft upon them by 
the members which then formed the 
Board. J at that time regarded thefe 
regulations, not as a coneetilon of any 
new rights to the Nabob, but as a con- 

firmation 
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firmation of thofe which he held by the 
treaties already in force; nor has any 
thing appeared fince to make me change 
that opinion. 

My fentiments upon the extent of 
our duftuck, and the privilege of our 
gomaftahs, I fhall give fully hereafter, 
obferving only in this place, that in fet- 
tling the dutics on the inland trade at 
nine per cent. the Governor only fixed 
the rate, which was before variably le- 
vied with continual diputes, to the great 
detriment of the fair trader; and in this 
he acted in ftrict conformity to the ‘plain 
and literal inflructions of the Board, 
Whatever fenfe they were intended to 
convey. 

Tuk Prefident has fo fully seplsinad 
the motives and reafons for this tranfac- 
tion, that it is needlefs for me to take 
up the time of the Board with a repeti- 
tion of them. Upon the whole, I de- 
clare it as my opinion, that the regu- 
Jations in queftion were calculated in the 
beft manner tc put our trade upon a pro~ 
per footing, to diftinguith ourrights from 


thofe 
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thofe of the Nabob, to preferve the Eng- 
lifh name from reproach, and the affairs 
of the Company from fuffering by con- 
tinual difputes and contentions, in which 
they had no concern. 

To underftand the meaning of any 
treaty, where the expreflions are doubt- 
ful or defective, recourfe fhould be had 
to the circumftances of the parties con- 
cerned at the time in which they were 
made. Regarding the Firmaun in this 
light, we fhall make no {cruple to pro- 
nounce, that the Company could not, 
when they obtained that grant from the 
court of Delly, underftand it to extend 
beyond their own trade, or include pri- 
valeges, of which they could not make 
any ule, and which (I may add) they 
never dreamt of. The commerve in 
imports and exports ever bounded (as 
of neceffity it muft) their concerns in 
this country. For the encouragement 
of a trade fo beneficial to the country 
and its revenues, the court, at that time 
in its moft flourifhing ftate, and fupport- 
ed by wife and able minifters, indulged 

the 
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the Company with the freedom, which 
they petitioned for, from duties. Then 
the trade, in fuch commodities as were 
produced and fold in the country, was 
entirely confined to the natives. They 
were either farmed out, where they were 
confiderable enough to make an article 
in the publick revenues, or circulated 
through the province by the poorer fort 
of people, to whom, whilit they afford- 
ed a fubfittence, they at the fame time 
added to the income of the ftate, by the 
duties gathered upon them. Let us, fup- 
pofe, the Company’s agents had _petition- 
ed for the liberty of trading in thefe ar- 
ticles, without paying duties. Can it 
be conceived, that the government could 
have been fo blind to its own interefts, 
as to have given a privilege to {trangers, 
which would have enabled them to mo- 
nopolize the whole trade of the coun- 
try, to impoverifh the natural fubjedcts, 
and exhauft the country of its wealth, 
without making any adcquate return for 
it? The privileges thercfore claimed by 
the Company, and allowed by the go- 

vernment, 
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vernment, were originally defigned by 
both, for fuch a trade only as was car- 
ried on by the former ; that is, in goods 
brought into the country, or purchafed 
in it for caportation. In effect, it was 
ever limited to that; nor can it be proved, 
that the dufluck was ever allowed to pafs 
for any other, from the firft attainment 
of this grant, till the death of Serajah 
Dowla. ‘The Company, in their ttand- 
ing orders before that time, prohibit 
their fervants from meddling with what 
we hase now termed the inland trade, 
and tune it idlicits nor can any difte- 
rence of power fince, convey to us a right 
fromformertreatics, which wecontetiedly 
wanted before. ‘Pho’, fince the reftora~ 
tion of the Company's privileges, we 
have by degrees dealt in the inland trade; 
vet it was always with a tacit acknow- 
Iedgment of the invalidity of our dut- 
tuck for that trade, having generally 
pad the government a duty thereon ; 
and where it was attempted without it, it 
has been centtandy the fubject of com- 

plaints 
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plaints and oppofition on the part of the 
Nabob’s officers. 

Iam well aware of one objection, 
which T have frequently heard repeated 
in the courte of thedebatcsupon this fub- 
ject, and which it may be proper in this 
plece to reply to; I mean, that we 
fhould not be too rigorous in calling in 
cueition our own privileges ; but where 
the fenfe of a treaty is not furiciently 
Clear, interpret it in fuch manner, as 
may tend to our own advantaze, Ieay- 
ing it to others to difpute it; ang that 
therefore, asthe Pirmaun gives us a ge- 
neral right to trade duty-free, without 
mentioning any cxccptions, we fhould 
infift on a free trade in every thing, with- 
out exception. Without examining this 
principle, I fhall only fay, that if it be juit 
at all, ir can only be fo, where the points 
contefted for are of real importance ; 
but where they are either trivial in them- 
felves, or have a pernicious tendency, it 
muft be an abfurdity to infift upon them. 

I must now beg leave, for the firft 
time, to diftinguifh between the in- 

terefts 
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terefts of the Company, and that of in- 
dividuals, which I am afraid have been 
too much confounded in thefe de- 
bates. That the Company will not fuf- 
fer by a reftriction of the duftuck to the 
forcign merchandize is manifeft ; fince 
with that reftriction it will anfwer every 
purpofe for which they want it. Be- 
fides, the odium, which a monopoly, fo 
injurious to the natural rights of the 
country merchants, muft unavoidably 
caft upon the Eenglith name ; and the per- 
petual jealoutics, which from experience 
we ‘know.it to be attended with, prove, 
that this privilege is, in effect, highly 
prejudicial to the real interett, as well 
as honour, of the Company. As they 
have been pleated to permit us to fhare 
with them the henefit of the duftuck, 
we may furely content ourfclves with 
the enjoyment of that privilege, within 
the fame bounds to which they have li- 
mited themifelves. To attempt to ex- 
tend it beyond that, and for the fake of 
our own private advantages, to make 
this a point of contett with the power 

in 
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in alliance with the Company, is botha 
violation of juttice, and a breach of the 
duty which we owe to our employers. 

My opinion then upon the three firtt 
queitions beyore us, is, 

Firsr, That we can claim no right 
from the Firmaun (nor of courte the tub- 
fequent treaties, which were but in- 
tended as copies of that, in the articles 
regarding our commerce) to an exemp- 
tion from duties on any but foreign 
trade ; that is, in goods imported or 
carricd out of the country. 

Second, That duties ought td be 
paid to the country governinent on falt, 
beetle-nut, and other articles which are 
produced and fold in the country. And, 

Tinrp, That of courfe the dufluck 
ougitt not to be given for thete articles ; 
but that they pais with a rowana, or 
certificate, trom the othcer of the cuf- 
toms, in the fame manner with the 
goods belonging to other merchants. 

THE tourth article I dcem altogether 
unnecefiary, whether we trade in falt 
with the Company’s duftuck, or as other 

merchants 
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merchants without one ; the duftuck be- 
ing a fufficient diftinction in the firft 

cafe, and the latter requiring none. 
My opinion upon the fifth queftion 
is, that the Englith gomaftahs, in every 
part of the three provinces, whether in 
the diftricts of the Nabob, or the Com- 
pany, fhall be tubject to the authority 
of the magiitrate; but with this dif- 
tinction to be obferved between private 
gomaftahs, and thote of the Company ; 
that the former thall be equally account- 
able to the magiftrate for any mifde- 
metnor, with any one of the Nabob’s 
fubjeéts that fhall, at any time, reftde 
in the territory of the Company; nor 
enjoy any advantages above other mer- 
chants, but fuch only as the Firmaun 
gives them, viz. that their goods “fhall 
pats duty-free, wherever they have the 
protection of the dufluck ; the magif- 
trates thall not oppofe, but affift them in 
the recovery of their juit debts, nor 
fuffer any one to injure or opprefs them. 
But as the Company’s gomattahs have a 
weightier charge, and are none of them 
fituated, 
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fituated at fucha dittance from the Com- 
pany’s factories, but that complaints a- 
gainft them may be both eatily heard 
and fpeedily redretied, it fhould be only 
permitted to the magittrate to oppote 
them in the actual commithton of any 
violence, or the affumption of any rights 
not belonging to them: but in any diut- 
putes with their immediate dependents, 
fuch as the weavers, pykars, or delolls, 
in their fervice, he fhall not interfere, 
otherwife than by affitting them in car 
rying their complaints to the Prefiden- 
cy, or the factories to which the.gomat-> 
tah belongs, for redicts. But the go- 
maftah fhall not therefore protect his own 
dependents from any lawful claims of 
the government, nor their perfons from 
juftice in any criminal cates. 

THis to me appears the only equita- 
ble method for preventing any mifbcha- 
vior in our people, or difputes between 
them and the Nabob’s. If the magif- 
trate at any time fhould abufe his autho- 
rity, the Nabob fhould be required, up- 
on proof, to difmifs him from his office, 

Voi. I. Aa or 
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or infli@ any other punifhment, fuitable 
to the degree of the offence. If this 
juftice, fo effential to the Nabob’s own 
intereft, and the tranquility of the 
country, be refufed; or from the dif- 
tance of his refidence, cannot be timely 
obtained, we have always the means in 
our own power, when fuch extraordina- 
ry occafions may demand it, to vindicate 
our rights, and call the infringers of 
them to juftice. 

From the peculiarity of the times, 
apt a natural propenfity in the weaker 
part of* mankind, to run from one ex- 
treme to another, it has unfortunately 
‘happened, that the power fuddenly ptac- 
ed in the hands of the Nabob’s officers, 
for the protection of his people, has 
been fo extravagantly abufed, as to give 
occafion to a perfuafton in many, that 
no power can with fafety be trufted in 
their hands. As I have formerly lived 
amongft the country people ina very in- 
ferior ftation *, and at a time when we 

were 


* A junior férvant of the Company at the filk 
aurungs. 
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were fubje@ to the moft flavith depen- 
dence on the governprent ; and have met 
with the greateft indulgence, and even 
_ refpea, trom the zemindars and ofhicers 
of the government, I can, with the 
greater confidence, deny the juttice of 
this opinion; and add further from re- 
peated experience, that if our people, 
inftead of ereGting themfelves into lords 
and oppreffors of the country, confine 
themfelves to an honeft and fair trade, 
and fabmit themfelves to the lawfal au- 
thority of the government, they walt be 
every where courted and refpe@ed. 11% 
Englifh name, inftead of becoming a 
teproach, will be univerfally revered ; 
the country will reap a benefit from ovr 
_eommerce ; and the power of the Eng- 
lith, which, is now made a bugbear, ;to 
frighten the poor inhabitants into a fub- 
miffon. to injury and oppreffion, will be 
regarded by thém as their greateft blef- 
fing, and protection. 

Ir is as impoffibte for any. ftate to 
Spbfift with a divided power as with 
mone. . Our fervants are as likely at leaft 

Aaz2 .. to 
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to make an ill ufe of their power as the 
Nabob’s are, but are not fo eafily to be 
reftrained. In whofe hands, therefore, 
can it be fo properly lodged, as in thofe 
of the government to whom it belongs? 
To take from them that right (a right 
which we fhould never fuffer to be con- 
tefted in our own diftricts) will be to in- 
troduce oppreflion, rapine, and anarchy 
into the country, which we are engaged 
to protect: and whatever temporary ad- 
vantages individuals may gain from fuch 
a {cene of troubles, the affairs of the 
‘Company muft infallibly fuffer by it, if 
not be involved in onc common ruin with 
the country. That this confequence may 
not appear too forcibly drawn, permit 
me to add; it has been obferved, that 
the wifeft and moft permanent ftates 
have ever left to conquered nations the 
vexercife of their own laws ; and by that 
means infured their fubjection. The 
power which we have acquired in thefe 
provinces, has redaced them to a con- 
dition ds nearly refembling 2 conquett, 
as it is for our intereft to with.it; .but if 
- ? we 
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we take fo ungenerous, as well as im- 
politic an advantage of their weak- 
nefs, as to put it into the power of every 
banyan, who calls himfelf an Enghith 
fervant, to tyrannize over the inhabi- 
tants without controul; this is not only 
to deprive them of their own laws, but 
to refufe them even the benefit of any. 
Mr. CARTIER gives it as his opinion, 
that the Prefident’s letter to the Nabob 
was in every refpect improper, and na~ 
turally tended, from the conceffions con-~ 
tained therein, to bring upon the £ng- 
hfh name a difcredit and real. difgrace 
The late violences, as well as infolences 
committed by the natives, are a certain 
argument of its impropriety, and which 
were clearly forefeen the very inftant the 
faid letter was made publick; that the 
thope given them of being conftituted 
yudges and arbitrators, of all difputes 
that might happen in the intercourfe of 
our bufinefs, gave caufe to the many in- 
conveniencies and tyranny that we have 
lately fuffered, and do (uffer. The fub- 
jecting us to fuch acontroul, would have 


Aa 3 effectually 
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effectually deftroyed our influence and 
reputation in the country, and would 
ynavoidably have led us, from the mani- 
fold opprefiions we fhould have fell un- 
der by fuch regulations taking place, tothe 
neceffity of taking up arms forthe, redrefs 
af thofe grievances, which every member 
af the colony muft have felt by fo arbi- 
trary a jurifdictiaon. Asitis, the evil is 
{pread wide, and has acquired fuch 
{trength, that na other methads I doubt, 
but forcible ones, will be able ta remave 
it. Ffecannot think the members of the 
Soard gave, or intended giving a direct 
confent to the Prefidgnt’s entering into 
a treaty with the Nabob, on points fo 
very interefting to our privileges; nar 
did they imagine fuch a ftep was any 
ways. neceflary; but whag he thinks 
moft condemnable is, that the faid regu- 
lations, previous to the approbation oar 
difapprabation of the Board, were made 
kngwn to the Nabob, and the fame 
ordered by him to his different officers 
ta be carried into execution, before fuch 
agreement could have the concurrence of 
the 
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the feveral members of the Council. He 
is likewife of opinion, that the faid re- 
gulations, and the faid letter to the Na- 
bob, were in no re{pect agreeable to the 
tenor and fpirit of our Firmaun, and the 
fubfequent treaties entered into with 
the Nabobs Serajah Dowla and Meer 
Jaffer, but would have been the meané 
of confining our privileges into much 
narrower bonds, than our grants and trea~ 


ties are intended to ref{train us in. 
First, On the extent and true mean- 


ing of the Firmaun, and all net 
treaties. 

Mr. Carrier’ thinks, that by the 
privileges invefted in us by our Fir- 
maun, hufbul- hookums, and our late 
treaties, our trade is. under no limitation 
whatever, either in foreign of inland 
commodi ties ; that the want formerly of 
power to affért the immunities of | the 
Firmaun, cannot, ashe imagines, be'con- 
ftrued to an abfolute and eittire depri- 
vation ‘of them. This reafon now no lon- 
ger. exifting, we ought to affert our pri- 
vileges to | their fulleft i intent rand latitude, 

= Aag’ > °° nor 
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nor {ubmit to the capricious conduct and 
eneroaching behavior of the country go- 
vernment. 

_ Seconpiy, Onthetrade in falt and to- 
bacco, he can have no objection to the 
payment of an equitable duty, more par- 
ticularly as we have hitherto both at the 
Prefidency, and the factories of Dacca 
and Luckypoor, fubmitted to pay on 
one or both of thefe articles; but let 
that be fixed at a medium of what has 
béen paid at the different fettlements ; 
and furthermore be confidered as a con- 
_gefiion made the Nabob, and not claim- 
ed as a right, paid as athing, which 
cuftom has eftablifhed, and not to be 
confirmed by any treaty. 

"FPuirpiy, If it ts allowed, that the 
trade in falt and tobacco, is in every re- 
Apect agreeable to our Firmatin privileges, 
he fees no reafon, why a duftuck fhould 
not be granted for thofe articles, as well 
as; forall others; tho’, at the fame time, 
as a.duty may probably be laid on thofe 
stworarticles, they fhould be accompani- 
. - en cr the thahbun- 

dar’s 
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dar’s receipt, to afcertain, that full duties 
have been paid, and that nothing further 
is to be demanded on any account. 

FourTHLy, As certificates have been 
granted indifcriminately to the fervarits 
of the Company, as well as to the in- 
habitants of Calcutta, he thinks the fame 
fhould- be continued to the latter, on 
their application to the Prefident, on 
producing the buxbundar’s receipt for 
‘duties paid; tho’, at the fame time, the 
duty ftipulated and agreed upon, to -be 
levied on thefe branches of trade, the 
property of Company’s fervants, {hould, 
ferve as no regulation for what may be 
demanded from them. 

FirTuiy, The nature of the govern- 
‘ment jn every part of Indoftan, being 
in all*re{pects oppreflive and venal, and 
the decifion’ of all caufes, depending 
more on the ability of the parties engap- 
ed in bribing their judges, than the le- 
gality of them; it can f{carcely be thought 
eyen equitable, that the fervantsand go- 
moftahs in our employ, fhould,) on-any 
oe mifderneanory be fubjed to 

their 
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their determination. It is likewife a 
known truth, that in every difpute con- 
cerning property and money-matters, 2 
fourth part is appropriated for the fer~ 
vice of the government and officers. This 
probably might not be infifted upon from 
us, though its not being fo would, in all 
likelihood, be rather prejudicial than the: 
contrary, as the other party might be 
fubject to the eftablifhed cuftom of the 
country, which if fo, it muft appear to 
every one what a fuperior influence 
would be acquired on that fide. But 
even independent of this cuftom, and 
fhould it not be expe&ted or demanded 
from either party, yet the integrity of 
our propofed judges is fo little allowed 
of, that it would be the higheft abfurdi- 
ty to expect it, or even to fubfnit to 
their having the leaft power or authority 
over our people. Should this be ever 
permitted, it will not be prefumption 
to‘declare, that we may then begin to 
date the commencement of our decline 
ing influéice in‘ the country, aad it 
hai moft certainly be productive of 


continual 
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continual broils, fhould we have {pirit 
fufficient remaining, to refent the in- 
juftice and indignities we muft in fucha 
fituation be expofed to. 

' Sixruiy,Tho’ hethinksitimproperto 
allow the officers of the government any 
kind of controul over our gomaftahs, yet 
he fs far from wifhing their actions 
fhould be in any refpeét uncontroulable. 
Let the perfon injured, if not in our em- 
ploy, lay his complaint before the ma- 
giftrate of the diftriG he is in, to be by 
him forwarded with the complainant to 
the Prefident, or Chief and Council of 
the different factories, as may be moft 
near the diftrict whieh the complaint 
comes tfom; when the gomattah fo com- 
plainef/ againit fhall be ordered down to 
juftify"himfelf, as to the accufation lodg- 
ed apainft him. Should the complaints 
arife in parts diftant from either the Pre- 
fidency or the factories, he thinks a ¢con- 
fidence might be repofed in the gentle- 
men employed as our agents in thofe 
parts, as they are men of character, and 
their appointments have been approved 


by 
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by the members of the Board ; and each 
depended upon to fettle the complaints 
brought againft their own gomattahs. 
Should this not be approved, he can on- 
ly propofe the method pointed out as to 
the determination of thofe difputes, that 
may happen in the neighborhood of 
the different fettlements, or by anaumeen 
properly authorized to make an enquiry 
into them. It is neceffary we fhould be- 
come our own judges in all difputes, 
in which we may poffibly be concerned. 
Mott true it is, it has not the moft equi- 
table appearance, but every gentleman 
muit be convinced, how highly effential 
fuch a privilege is, for the fupporting our 
influence, and avoiding the diicanery 
and perplexities of a Moorifh rt. 

Anp he cannot help thinking; but a 
power fo lodged in our hands, is liable 
to lefs abufes, and will be exercifed with 
the ftricteft impartiality, notwithftand- 
ing we may in fome refpects be intereft- 
ed in the decifion of the caufe. 


Mr. 
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Mr. Billers’s Op:nion. 


Tue firft part of the Prefident’s let- 
ler to the Nabob contains the agreement 
for our paying a duty of nine per cent. 
on all articles for inland trade. The 
Firmaun, and fubfequent treaties, are 
certainly the only guides, which can en- 
able us to form a proper judgment on 
this fubjeét, and having given the great- 
eft attention to them, when read at the 
Board laft Council-day, I think they 
give us an undoubted right to trade duty~ 
free in all commodities whatever, eithet 
for foreign or inland trade, upon the con- 
fideration af our paying annually the 
pefhcuf{ therein ftipulated in lieu théere- 
of. Thefe being my fentiments of the 
meaning of the Firmaun, &c. it folfows 
of courfe, that I muft difapprove of the 
Prefident’s entering into an agrtement) 
which favevidently deprives us of one Ff 
the greateft advantages we have gaied 
thereby, atid particularly of ‘histhaving 
done it on the bare fuppofition, that it 
waquld be approved by the other mem- 

- bers 
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bers of the Board. However, as the 
Nabob’s revenues would fuffer, were we 
to cafry’on our commerce.of every kind 
without paying any duties, I think i€ 
would be proper, that ‘fome reafonable 
eomfideration fhowkd be made him for 
the privilege of the inland trade; but 
that he fhould at the fame time be made 
fenfible, that he is by no means enti- 
tled thereto, and that it is entirely 2 
mark of favour. 

. Wirt regard to the regulations the 
Prefident has laid down for the determi 
nation of all difputes, which may hap- 
pen between our agents. and gomraftahs 
and the country inhabitants, it is well 
known, that thefe people canna confine 
themelves within the lirnits ofvthe au- 
thority with which they, are mvefted. 
The many darittg infolences and oppref- 
fions, which have been committed by 
the Nabob’s officers, ¢ver finae his or- 
ders for thofe regulations were firft if- 
fued, are evident proofs of the truth of 
this obfervation, and fufficicnsly pest 
out the impropricty of them, without 


the 
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the ufe of further argument. Upon the 
_whole, I think the Prefident might be de- 
fired to recall this letter, left by falling 
into the hands of any of the Nabob’s 
fucceffors, it might hereafter be ufed by 
them as a plea for the fame purpofe for 
which it was now defigned. 

I nave already declared my opinion, 
of the firft quere propofed, in giving 
my fentiments on that part of the Prefi- 
dent’s letter, which relates to the nine 
per cent. duty. With regard to the {e- 
cond and third, I think the Company’s 
duftuck fhould be always granted equal- 
ly for the inland as well as the foreign 
trade, when it has been fettled whether 
we fi] pay any, and what duty, as it 
wilt eiteétually cut off all fabjeét of dif- 
pute,” by putting it out of the power of 
the officers to make any objections to the 
pafflage of the goods; and that none 
but Company’s fervants fhould have the 
Prefident’s paffport for the falt, which 
may have paid the government's duties 


at Hoogly. a 
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As to any difputes which may hap~ 
pen between our gomaftahs or agents, 
and the people of the country, I think 
the only fcheme for the determination 
of them, will be to oblige the perfon, 
who may think himfelf aggrieved, to 
apply for redrefs to the neareft factory, 
whatever diftance it may be from the 
place where the difpute happened, and 
if he isnot content with their decifion, he 
may appeal to the Governor and Council, 

Mr. BaTson thinks the Prefident’s 
letter.to the Nabob detrimental to the 
inteteft of the Company, and the nation 
in general; becaufe, by a forced and 
groundlefs explanation, it invalidates the 
privileges granted by the King’s Flymaun, 
and fundry hufbul-hookums, an¥ con- 
firmed by the treaties with Serajah Dowla 
and Meer Jaffier. Such arf explanation 
coming from the Chief of the Englith, 
may give great advantage to Nabobs, 
and to other European nations, in any 
future negotiation, which we may hap- 
pen to have with them. By this letter 
alfo, the advantage of coining in the 

-! mints 
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mints of Dacca and Patna is given up ;- 
and, at. the fame time, the Calcutta 
mint rendered of little or no fervice, for 
by our being prohibited from ufing any 
authority over the throffs, the currency 
of rupees, coined at Calcutta, will be 
{topped in moft parts of the country ; 
and this is actually the cafe at prefent, at 
Coffimbuzar and Moorfhedabad. He 
was nfuch furprifed to fee thefe advan- 
tages, which were fo ftrenuoufly con- 
tended for many years together, given 
up without any public confideration, He 
thinks alfo, the faid letter tends to “de- 
ftroy the national influence in this coun- 
try, and to bring us into contempt, be- 
caufe thc form of addrefs, and feveral 
exprefficas are unbecomingly fubmiflive 
and eondefcending ; but chiefly becaufe | 
it fubmits the Englith agents, not ex~ 
cepting the Company’s factories, to the 
jurifdiGion of the Nabob’s officers, which 
would immediately put a ftop to great 
part of the private trade, and would fur-. 
nifh the Nabob with continual pretences 
for fabjeGing the Company to the, fame 
Vou. I. Bb oppref- 
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eppreflions, which they underwent be- 
fore the rupture with Serajah Dowla, 
whenever he fhould think himfelf in a 
condition to proceed to fuch lengths ; 
he therefore thinks we fhould infift on 
the Nabob’s fending back the faid ori- 
ginal letter. 

In anfwer to queftion the firft. 

Hr thinks by the Firmaun, hufbul- 
hookums, and fubfequent treatis, the 
Company, andunder them their fervants, 
have a clear right to trade in every arti- 
le, whether for foreign or inland trade ; 
which right it is our duty to preferve en- 
tire and undifputed ; and that the argu- 
ments ufed by the gentlemen, on the 
other fide the queftion, to prove the 
contrary, do really prove no more, than 
that former Nabobs had the power 
and means of hindering us from enjoy- 
ing the King’s grant in its full extent. 

In anfwer to queftion the fecond. 

He thinks we fhould acquiefce in 
paying the fame dutieson falt and to- 
bacco, that have been paid fince Meer 
Julier’s coming to the fubahthip; but 

" that 
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that the fame fhould not be agreed to by 
any public deed or writing ; and here he 
thinks proper to remark, that the falt 
trade, being formerly farmed by Coja 
Wazeed for an inconfiderable fum, could 
be no great advantage to the Nabob’s re- 
venue; and by means of the monopoly 
he allowed the makers and dealers, at 
the firft hand, a very {mall price from 
twenty-five to thirty rupees per hundred 
maunds; but fince the Englifh have had 
a part of this trade, the price of faltthas 
rifen to feventy and eighty rupees per 
hundred maunds at the aurungs ;“*from 
hence any perfon, acquainted’with the 
country, muft fee, that from the Englifh 
trading in this article, the Nabob has 
received benefit, not fuffered lofs; his 
complaints on this head therefore pro- 
ceed not from any real grievance. 

In anf{wer to queftion the third and 
fourth. 

He thinks duftucks fhould be allow- 
ed to the Company’s fervants in future 
for fuch articles, but not to others. 

In anfwer to queftion the fifth. 

B 2. He 
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He thinks the Englifh agents fhould 
not be fubjected to the authority of the 
country government. 

In anfwer to queftion the fixth. 

He thinks the bufinefs may be carri- 
ed on as it has been before, without any 
il] confequences ; however, as a regula- 
tion concerning difputes is required, he 
thinks the officers of the government 
may enquire into fuch matters, and 
fend reports of them to the neareft Eng~ 
lifff factory, or to the Prefidency, as they 
may chufe. 


Major Carnac’s Opinion. 

Avr the confultation of the 17th of 
January, major Carnac concurred in o- 
pinion with the whole of the gentlemen 
then at the Board, on the regulations 
eftablifhed by the Prefident and Mr. Haft 
tings ; and his reafons for fo doing were 
firft, that he deems highly difhonorable 
our being thereby fubjected to the Moor- 
ith jurifdiction, as this is acknowledg- 
ing a dependency on the country go- 
verninent, the deliverance from which 

. he 
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pinefs refulting from our firft revolution; 
nor can any but iniquitous decifions be 
expected from courts of fuch notorious 
partiality. Secondly, Major Carnac 
deems difhonorable, as alfo extremely 
prejudicial to our trade, the agreeing to 
the granting a duty upon all articles of 
inland trade, without diftinction, none 
of which were ever before fubjected to 
duties fince the eftablifhment of Meer 
Jaffer, except falt and tobacco; and 
thefe muft have been through cendef- 
cenfion on our part, as our having an 
univerfal freedom of trade is fo particu- 
larly fpecified, both by our Firmaun and 
treaties, as not to leave the leaft room 
for cavilling. Major Carnac, thirdly, 
deems it a difhonorable conceffion (and 
the gentlemen at Patna have fhewn it 
will be detrimental to the Company) the 
yielding up the coinage in the mint at 
Patna, to which’ he believes we are en- 
titled from our Firmaun; but exclufive 
thereof we had a very good claim, from 
having conftantly enjoyed that privilege 

Bb 3° during 
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during the time of the preceding Nabob. 
The major, in confequence, thinks the 
letter from the Prefident to the Nabob, 
containing the faid regulations, fhould 
be withdrawn. Thus much being pre- 
mifed, anfwers on the part of major Car- 
nac the firft and fifth queftions. 

WiTH refpect to the fecond and third 
queftions, major Carnac is of opinion, 
that whatever rights we may have from 
our Firmauns, and our different treaties, 
fhould be infifted on ; and therefore, that 
the Company’s duftuck fhould be grant+ 
ed for all commodities without excep- 
tion; and that no duties whatever fhall 
be paid to the Nabob, but in lieu there- 
of a duty be levied upon duftucks for 
the benefit of the Company. However, 
fhould the Board think this would occa- 
fion too great a diminution of the Na- 
bob’s revenue, he hopes they will not 
confent to any other duties, but the con- 
tinuance of thofe upon falt and tobacco, 
the former at the Hoogly rate, and the 
other according as has been paid at Dac- 
ca; and that in fuch cafe, it will be 

clearly 
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clearly explained to the Nabob, that it 
is a,pure indulgence from us, and which 
Wwe may retract at pleafure; the Com- 
pany’s duftucks to be neverthelefs equal- 
ly given for falt and tobacco, as for all 
other articles of trade. 

Ir it be determined to make a com- 
pliment to the Nabob of a duty upon 
falt, the other gentlemen of the Board 
are the beft judges, how far the privi- 
lege of trading therein ought to be ex-. 
tended ; and whether it fhould be con- 
fined to the Company’s fervants or not. 
Major Carnac begs leave to wave giving 
any anfwer to the fourth queftion, not 
being fufficiently mafter of the fubject. 

Tuavt the black people in our em- 
ploy are guilty of great irregularities, 
and commit many abufes under the fanc- 
tion of our authority, has been a fre- 
quent fubject of complaint ; and it cer- 
tainly behoves us to feek every poffible 
remedy thereto, except fuch an one as 
has been propofed, . which is worfe: than 
the difeafe. There can he ‘no difficulty, 
at the — which are. in the neighbor- 

Bb4 hood 
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hood of any of our factories, the chiefs 
and council whereof fhould be empow- 
ered to enquire into the conduct of the 
Englith gomaftahs ; and we are not to 
doubt, that the decifions will be fair and 
equitable. In the places ata diftance 
from our factories, fuch as Rungpoor, 
Gwalpara, &c. there are generally fome 
Englith gentlemen of character refident; 
and thefe, in cafes of complaints, fhould 
be direéted by the Board to take infor- 
mation upon the fpot, and to {pare nocoft 
or pains to get at the truth, which fhould. 
be tranfmitted either to the neareft fac- 
tory, or ta Calcutta; and upon convic- 
tion of any gomaftah of mifbehavior, 
the moft exemplary punifhment fhould 
be inflicted, in order to deter others fram 
the hike practices. 


Mr. Amyatt’s Opinion. 

Mr. VansirtTarT, in his minute 
ef the firft of February, complains of 
the, hagfh and indecent opinion of the 
Board on the 17th of January, againft 
his treaty entered into with the Nabob, 


and 
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and that his negotiation therein did 
not merit fuch treatment from us. 
We were unanimous on the regu- 
lations being detrimental and difho- 
norable, which every article contained 
therein, I think clearly denounced. 
The government formerly muft have 
underftood, our Firmaun gave us a full 
and extenfive trade, in every thing with- 
out diftinction, and as far as our gentle- 
men were in capacity to carry on the 
inland trade, they practifed it for mg- 
ny years. But particular articles being 
farmed out by the government .to parti- 
cular perfons, our trading therein gave 
umbrage; and governor Stackhoufe, I 
think, was obliged to give a muchulca, 
that the Englifh would defift from fur- 
ther dealings in falt, filk, and beetle- 
ut: this was at a time they could not 
maintain, by force, the privilege of the 
Delly grants, fo through neceflity com- 
plied with. An order, at this time, 
would have had the fame effect, but 
they obliged the then Governor to'in-— 
| 4 * wplidate.’ 
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validate the Firmaun, by giving this 
muchulca, which fhewed they thought 
our right good, and by compulfion, got 
this paper to overfet our future preten- 
fions, and has been ever fince the argu- 
ment againft them, therefore detrimen- 
tat and difhonorable. Mr. Vanfittart’s 
renewing this muchulca, by adding an 
additional duty to what we have already 
paid through a condefcenfion, is doubt- 
lefs detrimental ; the fubjeCting us to the 
Moortfh laws, and which, to our honor 
be it known, in the worft of times, we 
never were ; but now not even an ap- 
peal to the Nabob, orthe Council, is men- 
tioned ; this doubtlefs is both detrimen- 
tal and difhonorable. How prejudicial, 
partial, and unjuft the nature of their 
eourts, cuftoms, and laws are, is fo well 
Enown to you all, gentlemen, it is need- 
lefs for me to take up your time, 1n giv- 
ing my fentiments in full thereon. The 
mentioning that our fervants, gomaf- 
tahs, &c. fhall’not carry on trade by op- 
preffons, &t. are difhonorable terms to 
be inferted in a-public’ treaty. - Surely 

the 
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the Englifh juftice and honor, was fuf- 
ficient for the government to be fatisfi- 
ed, that we fhould feverely chaftife any 
one of them, who dared to proftitute our 
name by any illicit action, without mak- 
ing it an article for them todo it. Ma- 
ny complaints have appeared, but none 
been proved, and I flatter myfelf none 
will of any confequence. ‘The Nabob’s 
orders in circulating Mr. Vanfittart’s 
treaty are difhonorable to us, and in a 
manner an act of hoftility, ee us 
open defiance. 

THE foregoing, were my sadban for 
concurring with the reft of the Board, 
on the 17th of. January, in cenfuring 
the Governor’s proceedings; and I am 
alfo to remind you, that we thought he 
had alfo been guilty of a breach of our 
privileges, in acting without our con- 
fent; and I ftill think fo, for I folemn- 
ly declare, I never fufpected he could 
defire fuch an independent power on fo 
material and national a.concern; or, I 
imagine, thereft of the gentlemen would 
have been more explicit and peremptory 

in 
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in their letters to him. Is it confiftent 
with reafon, any Council fhould give fuch 
powers ? 

DousrTr tess Mr. Vanfittart will afk, 
what regulations we wanted to have fet~ 
tled with the Nabob? Which, we hop- 
ed, from his influence with the Nabob 
(for he feems to know no one elfe) would 
be fuch, as tended to our advantage, and 
not to his prejudice; for if trade went 
freely on, we would readily acquiefce in 
paying the duties as had been hitherto 
collected ; but the removal of feveral 
vexations we had lately labored under, 
was the point we wanted to fee happily 
effeted, and our goods, when certified 
to be Englifh property, not to meet with 
any impediment. 

I am now come to the firft queftion. 

Tue Nabob and Mr. Vanfittart feem 
to think, and affert, we have not a liber- 
ty to an unreftrained trade. We have, 
gentlemen, carefully perufed all our Fir- 
mauns, treaties, &c. and I think it clear- 
ly appears to me we have. Therefore, 
as the Nabob wants to invalidate thofe 

grants, 
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grants, we ought to have them properly 
explained to him, and infift, on our parts, 
to the utmoft of the Company’s prero~ 
gative, and demand the treaty back, and 
deftroy it. 

To the fecond, I am to fay, fince 
the Nabob has wanted to impofe on us 
a breach of our liberties, we fhould not 
pay any duty on any thing, but fupport 
our rights. ‘The Company may want to 
trade in thefe articles, when we confider 
their vaft tract of lands, and produétion 
thereof, efpecially falt, on which article 
they raife a very large duty themfe]ves. 

To the third and fourth queftions. 

AccoRDING to the above plan, duf- 
tucks cannot be granted to any but Com- 
pany’s fervants, unlefs it be for fuch 
goods produced upon the Company’s 
lands, and paid their duties; but certi- 
ficates fhould to fuch as have paid the 
Nabob’s any where, on 2 proper rowana’ 
being fhewn to the Governor's, or any 
Chicf’s, fatisfaGtion, that the Nabob’s 
cuftoms have been duly difcharged. ° 

To the fifth and fixth queftions. 

THE 
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Tue fervants and gomaftahs of the 
Englith fhould not, on any account, be 
under the leaft conftraint of the govern- 
ment ; but I beg leave to defer faying any 
thing further on this head for the pre- 
fent (how to regulate the difputes that 
. may happen betwixt them and the coun- 
try government, and indeed amongthem- 
felves) till fuch time as I have heard it 
‘properly difcuffed at the Board, where 
the mutualadvantages of thecountry, and 
ourfelves, will be impartially confidered 
and deliberated on. 

Major Avams does not think the 
agreement made with the Nabob, as con- 
tained in the Governor’s letter to him, 
calculated to anfwer the end propofed by 
it, viz. to fettle things on fuch a foot- 
ing, as may prevent future difputes with 
the country government, of whofe juf- 
tice, Mr. Vanfittart feems in that treaty 
to have entertained a much better opini- 
on, than their fubfequent condud& thews 
they deferve. — 

In ‘anfwer to the firft queftion. 


Major 
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Mayor ADAMS is of opinion, that 
by the Firmaun, and fubfequent treaties 
(particularly the fecond article of that 
with Serajah Dowla) the Englith Eaft 
India Company are entitled to carry on 
any kind of trade duty-free, and in any 
part of the three provinces of Bengal, 
Bahar, and Orixa. 

To the fecond queftion. 

TuatT the above-mentioned Firmaun 
and treaties, entitle the faid Company 
to carry on their trade free from any du- 
ties; but that to prevent as much of pol. 
fible any difturbances in the coufitry, 
fuch duties as have been collected on any 
fpecies of trade, fince the laft revolution, 
fhould be continued. 

_ To the third and fourth queftions. 

Mayor Apams is of opinion, that 
as the priviléges, in the above-mentian- 
ed Firmaun, &c. were granted to the 
Englifh Eaft India Company, they, and 
their reprefentatives here, are the pro- 
pereft judges for what and whom duf- 
tucks fhould be granted 3 and as he looks 
upon the above queftions to be of a pri- 

vate 
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vate nature, begs to be excufed giving 
his opinion upon them. 

To the fifth queftion. 

Mayor Apams thinks, that the ex- 
perience we have had of the tyrannical 
and rapacious difpofition of the officers 
of the country government, almoft ren- 
ders this queftion unneceflary ; however, 
as his opinion is required, with the reft 
of the gentlemen at the Board, his duty 
to the public obliges him to declare, that 
he thinks it fhould by no means be al- 
lowed. 

To the fixth and laft queftion. 

Tuat whereverany confiderable trade 
ts carried on (however fardiftant) aCom- 
pany’s fervant fhould refide, invefted 
with full power to enquire into any dif- 
putes, and punifh the delinquents; and 
that where the trade carried on is not 
of confequence fufficient to require a re~ 
fident, upon any complaint againft go- 
maftahs, or Englifh factors, the perfons 
complained of fhould be immediately 
fummoned to the neareft Englith fa@tory, 
as well as all the evidences againft them ; 

and 
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and that the Chief of each factory, with 
his Council, fhould be empowered to 
infliG the fevereft punifhment on fuch 
gomaftahs or factors; if found guilty, 
and that no expence fhould be {pared to 
bring offenders to juftice, but fhould the 
complaint be found to be falfe or frivo- 
lous, the complainant fhould pay all the 
cofts and damages. 


The Prefident’s Opinion. 

THE regulations contained in my lef- 
ter * to the Nabob, of the 26th of De- 
cember, are fuch as appear to me to be 
conformable to the true intent and mean- 
ing of the Firmaun, and fubfequent trea- 
ties, confidered with the Company’s or- 
ders, relative to the trade of their fer- 
vants, and particularly the 24th and 29th 
paragraphs,inoneof their general letters of 
the year1748. Iam aware, that the abufes 

* The ftile of this letter, is the ftile which I 
have always ufed, and the fame I underftand, which 
was ufed by my predeceffors fince the troubles. No 
Perkan letter, nor eaftern forms of expreffion, will 
bear a literal tranflation. They appear abfurd in 


European languages, although they are natural and 
cuftomary in the Perfian. 
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which fome of the Nabob’s officers have 
exercifed, upon the appearance of thefe 
regulations, will be urged as an objec- 
tion to them; but this is arguing by 
confequences ; and I anfwer, that thefe, 
or whatever other regulations may be 
propofed, will fometimes be abufed by 
both parties, efpecially on their firft efta- 
blifhment; and the only remedy for 
this evil, is to punifh all fervants of ours, 
who fhall break through rules, and in- 
fift on the Nabob’s doing the fame. Al- 
though fome men are fo licentious as to 
break through all laws, it is not a rea- 
fon why laws fhould be abolifhed. 

Bur to proceed to the different arti- 
cles objected to. It is faid that the in- 
land trade, that is, the trade in falt and 
other articles, produced in one part of 
the country, and fent to another part of 
the fame country for fale and confump- 
tion, fhall not be carried on with the 
Company’ s duftuck, but fhall go with 
the duftuck of the country government, 
after paying them a duty of nine per 
cent. The Firmaun fays, ** that what- 
ever goods and merchandize the gomaf- 
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tahs of the Englifh Company {hall 
bring into any port or place of the pro- 
vince by fea or land, or carry out, fhalt 
be free of duty.” For my part, I can 
underftand this no otherwife, than that 
the goods they fhall bring in from fo- 
feign parts, may be tranfported to any 
part of the province, by fea or land, du- 
ty-free ; and the goods they purchafe in 
any part of the province, may in like 
manner be carried out. This I imagine 
to be all the Company afked; an] it-is 
not to be fuppofed more was granted. 
By fuch a trade, the country reaps the 
benefit of the goods and money import- 
ed; but all that is gained by us in traf- 
ficking from place to place in the coun- 
try, in articles of its own produce, is in 
effect fo much loft to the country. 

Tue fubfequent treaties confirm the 
privilege of the Firmaun; and particu- 
larly the fecond article of the treaty with 
Serajah Dowla declares, that ¢ all goods 
going to, or coming from, any place by 
land or water with the Company’s duf- 
tuck, fhall be free.” It remains ftill to 

Ce be 


388 4 NARRATIVE of the 


be limited, by the Firmaun and the 
Company’s orders, for what occafions 
the duftucks fhall be granted; andI think 
it behoves us greatly, to take care they 
are not granted for any purpofe beyond 
the intention of the Firmaun, and to an- 
{wer thofe ends the Company had in 
view, when they put themfelves to the 
expence of applying for it. 

Wirx refpect to the power of our 
gomaftahs, the Firmaun fays, <«* that in 
every p piace where they buy or fell, the 
officers of the government fhall affiit 
them in their lawful demands ; and every 
merchant, weaver, or other perfon, up- 
on whom the Englifh gomaftah fhall have 
a juit demand, the officers of the go- 
vernment fhall oblige to pay it, and fuf- 
fer no one to opprefs the gomaitahs. And 
if any fervant of the Company being 
in their debt fhall run away, the officers 
of the government fhall take him up, 
and deliver him to the chief of the fac- 
tory.” Fhe Nabob Jaffier Allee Cawn, 
in his general‘ funnud 1757, confirms all 
the Firmaun privileges ; and adds, that 

“« the 
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«© the Company may buy or fell with- 
out employing a banyan or broker; and 
that the officers of the government fhall 
affift them in all their juft demands.” 
Nothing here can be faid to give our go- 
maftahs powerto decide theirowncaules, 
or make ufe of any force of their own 5 
but they are to apply to the officers of 
the government, and obtain redrefs thro’ 
their means. 

As to the coinage, there is an order, 
granting the Company permiffion to coin 
in the King’s mint at Carreemabqt and 
in cafe it can be done without lofs to the 
King’s revenues, three days in the week 
are to be fet apart for the Englifh Com- 
pany’s bullion: but there is no particu- 
lar indulgence as to the rate of coining ; 
they are to pay the fame mint charges 
as other merchants. And this is all the 
Nabob defired ; as I mentioned in my 
anfwer to Nobit Roy’s complaints; of 
which anfwer I gave Mr. Ellis a copy. 
Befides, I think this privilege now un- 
neceflary, as we have a mint of our own, 
in which we may coin the rupees of 

Cc 3 Dacca 
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Dacca and Patna, as we do of Moorfhe- 
dabad. 

In regard to making tofalls, or falt 
pans, in Sunderbund, I confefs, my let- 
ter to the Nabob does not fully exprefs 
what I intended. I meant, that we ought 
not to take away the grounds which o- 
ther merchants hawe cleared, nor the 
workmen which they have hired, as ap- 
pears by my letters to the chiefs of Chit- 
tagong and Luckypoor, which I deli- 
vered to the Nabob at the fame time. 
As to “trading by ovr gomaftahs with the 
mouwntaincers, who came with cotton to 
Rangamettee; if it has been a cuftom 
for that article to be farmed out by the 
country government, and it is from that 
only the revenue proceeds, I think we 
have no right to overrule that cuftom. 
Any innovations to the prejudice of the 
revenues of the country government, and 
the exclufion of the country merchants, 
from that fhare.of the trade which they 
have long enjoyed, I think fhould be 
avoided, as fuch proceedings muft ren- 
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der us univerfally the objects of jealoufy 
and ill-will. 

To the propofed queftions I there- 
fore fay, 

First, That I think we have not a 
right by the Firmaun and fubfequent 
treaties to carry on the inland trade, or 
the trade from place to place in the coun- 
try, in commodities produced in the 
country; but that we have a right to 
carry on all other trade cuftom free. 

SECONDLY, That I think duties ought 
to be paid to the country goverAment 
on falt, beetle-nut, tobacco, and all o« 
ther articles of inland trade, upon thofé 
conditions ; fo that it may not hereafter 
be difputed. I mean, that duties fhould 
be paid to the country government upon 
articles praduced in the country, and 
fent from place to place in the countr¢ . 
for confumption there; but when fent 
to Calcutta for confumptron or exporta- 
tien, they fhould go with the Compa- 
ny's doftuck, and pay no duties to tha 
country government. i 


Cc4 In 


392 A NARRATIVE Of the 


In fuch cafe the country has its ad- 
vantage, in the vent given to their ma- 
nufactures or produce, by the trade of 
this fettlement, and the Company re- 
ceive the cuftoms; but on the inland 
trade we pay no duties at all, unlefs we 
pay to the country government ; and yet 
that trade will afford duties better than 
any other. 

- Tuirpiy and fourthly, I think the 
Company’s duftuck fhould not be grant- 
ed‘for any article of inland trade; but 
that <ertificates fhould be granted to ac- 
company ,the duftuck of the country go- 
vernment; and that fuch certificates 
flaould be granted equally to Company’s 
fervants, and any other licenfed Englifh 
merchants, who have firft duly paid the 
government's duties, and got their duf- 
tucks. 

Fir Tury andfixthly, Ithink the Eng- 
lifh gomaftahs fhould not be under the 
controul of the officers of the country go- 
vernment at thofeaurungs, which areun- 
der the charge of any of the fubordinate 
factories ; but in cafe of any complaint 

againit 
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againft them, the officers of the country 
government fhall apply to the chief of 
the factory for redrefs ; and in cafe the 
gomaftah has a difpute with, or demand 
upon, any of the country people (not 
the weavers, or other immediate fer- 
vants of the Company) he fhall apply to 
the officers of the government for re- 
drefs ; and if the officers of the govern- 
ment neglect, or refufe to grant it, the 
gomaftah fhall then make his complaint 
to the chief of the factory, who fhall 
require, and, if neceflary, exact, afl im- 
mediate compliance, giving asfull ac- 
count of the matter to the Board. 

BuT at thofe aurungs, which are not 
under the management of any of the 
Company’s factories, but only fome par- 
ticulars have their agents or gomaftahs 
there ; I think fuch an authority cannot 
be trufted in their hands; nor indeed is 
it poffible, as there may be {everal dif- 
ferent gomaftahs in one place, who have 
all an equal right to authority. I think 
they fhould apply to the country goverh- 
ment for redrefs on all oceaftons ; and if 

the 
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the officers of the government do not 
grant them the fatisfaction the matter 
requires, the gomaftah may then make 
his complaint to his principal, and he 
to the Board, who will infift on the ne- 
ceffary reparation for all unreafonable 
loffes. I do not however mean, that in 
cafe of complaint againft an Englifh goa 
maftah at fuch place, the officer of the 
country government fhall have authority 
to feize the gomaftah, ftop his goods, 
or interrupt his bufinefs; but he fhall 
give im notice of the complaint, and 
recommend to him to get it fettled ; and 
in cafe the gomaftah refufes, or neglects 
to give fuch fatisfaction, as fhall appear 
to the government’s officer to be reafon- 
able, he may then tranfmit the com- 
plaint to the Governor of Calcutta. 

I see nothing in the Firmaun, -or 
fubfequent treaties, which forbids: the 
government's officers from doing them- 
felves juftice on {ach occafions ; but yet 
the natyre of the penple is fuch, that i¢ 
would be dangerous to admit it ;° of 

which 
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which their prefent violent proceedings 
are a fufficient proof. 

Tre opinions having been all read 
at the Board, the fum of the anfwers to 
the feveral queftions ftands as follow. 

To the firtt, viz. Whether the Fir- 
maun granted a right to trade in all arti- 
cles cuftom-free 2 

In the affirmative, ‘Ten voices. 

In the negative, with 

re{fpect to the nana Two. 
trade, 

To the fecond, viz. W, berber, any 
cuftoms fhould be paid on fome artactes ? 

Iw the affirmative, Seven. 

In the negative, Five. 

To the third, viz. Whether the Com~ 
pany’s duftuck foould be granted for inland 
trade ? 

In the affirmative, Nine. 

In the negative, Two. 

Mayor Apams, filent. 

Tue fourth queftion, being altered by 
the determination pf the fecond, ftands 
thus, t 

AAs 
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As it is determined, that duties fhall 
be allowed on certain articles, whether 
certificates fhall be granted to thofe who 
pay that duty, but are not Company's fer- 
vants? and it being accordingly put, the 
fum of the opinions ftands as follow. 

In the affirmative, Mef. 

Hay, Cartier, Amy rou Voices. 
att andthe Prefident, 

In the negative, Mef- 
fieurs Watts, Marriott, 
Johnftone, Haftings, 
ipillers and Batfon. 

Tue Majors Carnac and Adams, filent. 

To the fifth and fixth queftions, vzz. 
Whether the Enghjh gomaftahs fhould be 
Subject to the controul of the officers of the 
government? and how difputes between them 
fhould be fettled? The opinion of all the 
Board, excepting Mr. Haftings, imports, 
that the Englith gomaftahs fhall not be 
under any actual controul of the officers 
of the country government, but be re- 
{trained by fuch regulations as may be 
Jaid down.” 


al 


1X. 
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YAM perfuaded, that my opinion will 
be thought reafonable by all difinte- 
refted perfons, and to contain as great 
privileges ot private trade, as the Com- 
pany ever intended their fervants fhould 
enjoy ; more indeed than was confiftent 
with their repeated orders. However, 
neither my opinion, nor the Company’s 
orders, could avail againft minds, which 
were heated with the notion, that their 
honor was at ftake, in fupporting the 
party they were engagedin. It was re- 
folved accordingly, that we had aight 
to trade in falt, beetle-nut, akd every 
other article of inland trade, duty free, 
and with the Company’s duftuck, equally 
with the foreign trade ; yet it appears, 
as if the Council faw at the very time 
‘the injuftice of their procceding, by 
their admitting, that a fomething fhould 
be paid to the Nabob, in conformity to 
the ufual practice ; not that the Nabob 
had any right to demand it, but merely 
as an indulgence which they were wil- 
ling to allow him. The following are 

the 
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the proceedings relative to the fettling 
of this point. 


Extract of Confultation of the iff of 
March, 1763. 


¢< S it is the opinion of the majo- 
rity of the Board, that a confi- 
deration ought to be paid to the Nabob, 
on certain articles of the inland trade, the 
members from the fubordinates are afked, 
what duties they have hitherto paid? and 
on whrt articles ? 
Miz. CARTIER fays, that, at Dacca, 
they ufitilly paid, 
Onfalt,Sicca Rs. 3 8 perroomds. 
On tobacco © 4 per maund. 
Mr. Biriers fays, that, at Lucky- 
poor, they ufually paid, 
On falt, Dm. Rs.g 14 3.perroomds- 
On tobacco Oo 4 0 per maund. 
Mr. Marriott fays, that, at Chit- 
tagong, and its diftriéts, nothing has 
been paid. * Coffimbuzar, Patna, and 
Malda, pay nothing. a 
FRomM 


* At thefe three places, neither fal, deetle-nut, 
nor tobacco, were purchafed for the mluind trade. 


Tranfaciins mm BENGAL, 399 


CarcuTTa * pays nothing, except 
on falt, about the rate of four and half 
Sicca rupees per 100 maunds, paid at 
Hoogly. 

T © trade, in the article of tobac- 
co, has been carried on from the lat 
mentioned places with a duftuck. 

THESE informations being had, the 
following queftion is now put to be an- 
fwered to-morrow. 

How much foall in future be paid on 
falt, or other articles of inland trade, 
which are carried from one place Mn the 
country to another, for fale and nonflmp~ 
tion? . 

Mr. Hay defires, that the following 
queftion may likewife be put. 

Whether the falt, and other produce of 
the Gompany’s lands, are to pay duties to 
the country government, or not? 

Anp Mr. Watts the following. 

Whether we bave not aright to com 
bullion in the mints of Patne and Dacca, 
and on what terms?” 


5 


TueE 


* At Calcutta, mo other article of inland trade 
was purchafed excepting falt. 
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Tue next day, the 2d of March, the 
opinions were collected as follows. 


Mr. Watts’s Opinion. 


«THE majority of the Board pethunlton 
were of opinion, that by our Firmaun, 
hufbul-hookums, and fubfequent trea- 
ties, we had a right to trade in any ar- 
ticles produced or bought in the Indof- 
tan empirc; and that in purfuance of 
the above privileges no duties ought to 
be paid; and that duftucks ought to be 
grarted with any articles, either falt, 
beetle-rut, tobacco, or any other; but 
as former Nabobs had collected duties 
on fome articles (tho’ contrary to the, 
privileges granted us) they were willing 
fome confideration fhould be made to 
the Nabob. For my own part, I am 
ftill of the fame opinion, that no du- 
ties fhould be paid on any articles; and 
I fhall always efteem it as an opening 
left for the prefent Nabob, to make a 
further infringement on our privileges 
when opportunity may offer. Nor do 
I fee any reafon for this indulgence to 

be 
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be given a man, who has {pared no pains 
to degrade the name of the Englith ; 
taken every opportunity to infult our 
flag ; has almoft totally ftopt our bufinefs 
for near fix months paft, and infulted this 
Board, by attempting to enforce a trea- 
ty, executed by the Governor only, and 
that by threats and arms. 

His letter to Mahomed Allee, collec- 
tor at Dacca, is a fufficient proof of the 
firftt; and Mahomed Allee’s letter to the 
Sickdar of Sundeep, could not be vi 
ten but by his order. 

HoweEveR, as the majority ‘of ie 
Board are for making fome allowance, I 
think two and a half per cent. on the 
rowana, on falt only, is full fufficient ; 
but as tobacco has only paid duties in 
fome parts, and duftucks been granted 
with it from others, I think that we 
ought not to pay any duties on it. 

Tue falt produced on the Company’s 
Iands ought not to pay duties. 

THE right to coin bullion in the 
mints of this empire is fully confirmed 

Vou. II, Dd . by 
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by an exprefs * hufbul-hookum, No. 21, 
that two and a quartcr per cent. is what 
Ju; gguticet paid to the government, and 
much about what the Dutch pay ; there- 
fore, I think we ought to have the pri- 
vilege of coining all the Company’s mo- 
nies, in any of the mints of the three 
provinces, at two and a quarter per cent. 
which is more than fufficient to defray 
the charges of coinage. 
Mr. Marriott's Opinion. 

‘Ma. Marriotr is of opinion, that 
in doniequence cf the government's col- 
IeGting “a duty on falt, and which we 
have for the mo‘t part acquiefced in, a 
duty fhould be paid the government, of 
two anda half per cent. on the rowana 
price, as it appears all the rowanas run 
at that rate; but as he looks upon it as 
an infringement of the Firmaun privi- 

lege, 

% Ge once for all I will remark, that a hufbul- 
hool.um, as they call it, is nothing mor than a 
wiiting from the vizir, cn,oininga frit obedience 
to the King’s Firmaun, but conieys no dutinet or 
further privileges. “Fhe Firmaun gives us leave to 
coin, but without mention of the rate, and of courfe 


we fhould pay as other merchants. No hufbul- 
hookum expredes more, 
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lege, the Nabob ought to be informed 
it is a conceffion on our part; that this 
duty of two and a half per cent. fhould 
be paid at one place, and no other de- 
mands made on any occafion, or boats 
{topped with falt on any pretence, hav- 
ing the droga’s receipt on the back of 
the Company’s duftuck. That the fait 
produced on the Company’s lands fhould 
alfo pay duty, as it has hitherto done, 
there having been no diflinétion made. 
That tobacco, and beetle-nut, ought not 
to pay duties, as duftucks for tho @arti- 
cles have generally been givesi$ and no 
duties paid at the place they were pro- 
duced at, except at Dacca and Lucky- 
poor, on the fale of the former, which 
appears to have been an arbitrary thing, 
as the duty on that article ought certain- 
ly to have been collected at every place. 
THAT inregardtotheexchange of mo- 
ney, as we have an undoubted right to coin 
ficcas from our Firmaun and funnuds, 
we ought to infift on what we coin 
fhould pafs; but to obviate any lofs, that 
‘might arife by batta on ficcas of .a dif- 
Dd2 ferent 
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ferent mint at another place, we fhould 
get ftamps of the feveral mints, where 
we may have occafion to fend money, and 
coin with thofe ftamps accordingly. 


Mr. Hay’s Opinion. 

I nave already given my opinion, 
that no duties fhould be paid; and as J 
can conceive no reafon for paying any, 
but to fhew that we will not prefs our 
rights harder on the prefent Nabob, than 
we. did pn the laft; I therefore think if 
any ‘tkity is paid, it fhould be the fame 
as in Meer, Jaffier’s time. 

I ruink the Company, and their fer- 
vants, who carry out the produce of the 
Company’s lands with a dutQ@m®, thould 
pay no duties. 

I tuHink, by the grants from Delly, 
that we have a right to cain and recoin 
money in the Nabob’s mints; and that 
it-{hould be done at the rates the Com- 
pany receive from perfons that coin and 
recoin in their mints, which is about the 
fame that has hitherto been paid at Patna. 


Mr. 


Tranfactions in BENGAL. 405 


Mr. Johnftone’s Opinion. 


Tuat we have a right to a free trade 
without paying duties of any kind, 
whenever our duftuck is granted, and 
that it fhould be granted for all articles 
of gruff, &c. for the inland traffick and 
confumption in the country, as well as 
for goods imported and exported, I ex- 
prefied in my minute of yefterday ; but 
as the majority were for acquiefcing to 
continue to the Nabob, a$ a point of fa- 
vor, not of right, a certain allowance 
on falt, tho’ I diffent from ah’ fuch al- 
lowance in any mariner, as it is efta- 

“blithing by cuftom, though not by right, 
a duty wp3n an article that makes fo 
very confiderable a part of the préduce 
and revenues of the Company’s lartds, 
and which they may hereafter probably 
difapprove ; yet, as the queftion now 
ftands, that fomething fhould be conti- 
nued to be paid to the Nabob, and it 
ts demanded what that fhould be; two 
and a half per cent. on the rowana price, 
I think the moft that fhould be paid. 

Dd 3 THE 


406 A NARRATIVE Of the 


Tue article of tobacco having been 
hitherto carried an with the Company’s 
duftuck towards Cofflimbuzar, Malda, 
and Patna, from Calcutta, and no rowa- 
naecver taken out for it, at Dacca and 
Luckypoor, where only it has ever been 
paid; I look on our right to grant duf- 
tucks for this article as fully eftablithed, 
as on any other gruff article, for which 
the Company now grant their duftuck. 
This I think may be done with as much 
right, yin virtue of our Firmaun and 
trewiit$, as for any articles of confump- 
tion to be. imported to Calcutta, which 
the Prefident propofes fhould be carri- 
ed on without duties, and on which, be- 
fore the revolution, we paid’as well as 
on any other article. 

As the Calcutta ficcas cannot pafs 
at Dacca, and Patna without a difcount, 
contrary to the treaty for eftablifhing our 
mint; andthecurrency of the Calcutta fic- 
cas thro’ the three provinces, without Bat- 
ta, andthe Nabob Meer Jaffer on this con- 
fideration granted perwanahs for coining 
the fum neceffary for the bufinefs of the 

factories 
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factories at Patna and Dacca, I think 
we havea juft claim to coin as formerly 
fo much in thofe mints at two and a 
quarter per cent. which I think better 
than ftamping ficcas of thofe places in 
our mints, as it appears by the example of 
our Moorfhedabad ficcas, that the fhroffs 
will always elude this method, and nat 
receive thofe rupees but at adifcount. 
Mr. Haftings’s Opinion. 

Mr. HasTinGs is of opinion, in 
anfwer to queftion the firft. 

THAT nine per cent. on ies 
coft of each article fhould fe. paid to 
the government, which he judges to be 
pretty nearly the fame with the duty paid 
by other merchants. 

To queftion the fecond. That every 
article of inland trade being produced, 
tho’ not in equal abundance, upon the 
Company’s lands, to except them from 
the duty levied upon the fame articles 
produced in other parts, would be a 
fource of continual frauds and difputes 
with the government; and that there- 
fore all fuch goods fhould be taxed, ornone. 

Dd4 To 
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To queftion the third. That we have 
no fuch right of coining in the Nabob’s 
mints, nor the leaft pretence to claim 
it, that he knows of. 


Mr. Cartier’s Opinion. 

Mr. Cartier thinks, that no du- 
ty fhould be paid on any article of our 
trade but falt, as he finds tobacco has 
paid no duties in any part of the coun- 
try but Dacca and Luckypoor; and has 
ever been confidered, by the gentlemen 
in Calcutta who have traded in it, as free 
frott.any, and duftucks* procured from 
the Prefidency ; Coffimbuzar, Patna and 
Malda, circulating the fame. 

Tuat we fhould likewife infift upon 
the privilege of coining in the feveral 
mints of the provinces, unlefs we can 
enforce the currency of the different {pe- 
cies of rupees, agreeable to the fixed 
batta of the place they may be fent to, 
which will rendeg any application on this 
Acad unneceffary. 

_ Tuart the falt produced in the Com- 
pany’s lands fhould be fubject to the 
fame duty, as what.may be. produced in 
other parts of the country. Mr. 
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Mr. Billers’s Opinion. 

As it is agreed by the Board, to pay 
a duty on certain articles of the inland 
trade, I give it as my opinion, that falt 
is the only article which ought to pay 
cuftom to the country government, that 
two and half per cent. on the rowana 
price fhould be the ftipulated rate, and 
that the produce on the Company’s lands 
fhould pay the fame. 

I ruHink we have a right to recoin 
the Company’s money either at Patnd, or 
Dacca, on paying two one-four ‘per 
cent. being the ufual cuftom said hi- 
therto at Patna. 


Mr. Batfon’s Opznion. 

Mr. BaTson, in anfwer to the fe- 
veral queftions propofed in confultation 
of the 22d of February, gave his opi- 
nidn, that we fhould acquiefce in paying 
the fame duties on falt and tobacco, that 
have been paid fince Meer Jaffier’s com- 
ing to the Subahfhip; but that the fame 
fhould not be agreed to, by any publick 
deed or writing. Thé Prefident yefter- 
day a neal a fame queftions to be 

par MN VO OR ered 
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anfwered again by yes or no, without ex- 
planation or reftriction. Mr. Batfon 
therefore thinks proper to explain him- 
felf further on this head. He thinks, 
we fhould continue tacitly to acquiefce 
in paying fuch duties on falt and tobacco, 
and at fuch places only, as we did in 
Meer Jafher’s time, that the Nabob may 
not complain of our ufing him worfe, in 
any refpect, than we did Meer Jaffer 5 
but that we fhould not even make any 
publick declaration thereof, much lefs 
agrey te it by any publick deed. He fur- 
ther thinks, no new treaty fhould be en- 
tered into with the Nabob on this head; 
but that we fhould infift on his adhering 
ftrictly to thofe made with Serajah Dowla 
and Meer Jaffer. 

TuaT he does not fee any reafon for 
making a diftinction in regard to goods 
produced in the Company’s lands; and 
thinks we have a right to coin in the 
mints of Patna and Dacca, and that it 
fhould be done at the famerate, it was 
in Meer Jafher’s time. 


Major 
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Major Carnac’s Opinion. 

Mayor Carnac has given it as his 
opinion, that no duties whatever fhould 
be given to the Nabob: however, a ma-~ 
jority of the Board having determined, 
that a confideration fhould be paid for 
certain articles of trade; major Carnac 
thinks it fhould only be upon fuch arti- 
cles, for which the Nabob can plead 
our conftant practice, and this cannot 
be done of any other commodity, fave 
falt; the moft equitable ftatement fot 
which feems to be, to pay the fums,fpe- 
cified in the rowana, viz. two and’*half 
per cent. | 

Mayor Carnac hopes, whatever 
allowance may be agreed on, the Board 
will be particularly careful to have it ex- 
plained to the Nubob, that it is a matter 
of favor, not of right. 

Mr. Amyatt’s Opimion. 

T He general opinion of the Board be- 
ing, we had an undoubted right to trade 
free from any duty whatever; but that 
the prefent Nabob fhould enjoy a reve- 
nue equal with his predeceflors, tpey a- 


{greed 
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greed to pay him a confideration for fuch 
inland trade, to which Mr. Amyatt fea- 
dily concurs ; and thinks the confidera~ 
tion now to be allowed, is intended to 
amount to as much as was before, and 
is now paid; fo that all the inland trade 
in general fhould be taxed to pay this 
charge, as every article can equally bear 
it; and a duty of two per cent. fhould 
be levied on all articles purchafed in any 
part of the country, to be fent and fold 
in, another part. But to prevent any im~ 
pediments in carrying on our bufinefs, 
or vexations from defigned delays in re- 
ceiving this duty by the government’s 
people, he would prtopofe, that all goods 
pafs with a Company’s duftuck, which 
duftuck being carried to the buxbundar, 
they are immediately to receive their two 
per cent. and give a receipt for the a-. 
mount upon the back of the duftuck ; 
and then thofe goods are free to palsy, 
and be fold any where. 
Mr. AMYATT is of opinion, fince an 
allowance upon falt is agreed on, it 
fhould be, equally granted upor, that 
which 
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which is made in our own perganahs. 
With refpeét to the mint at Patna and 
Dacca, he fees no occafion for the un- 
limited ufe thereof; and the fum we 
have demanded to be yearly coined there, 
being fufficient for all reafonable pur- 
pofes, he is of opinion, that and no more 
fhould be infifted on. 
Major Adams’s Opinion. 

Mayor ADAMs efteems his opinion 
fufficiently exprefled in his minute of 
yefterday, in anf{wer to the fecond quef- 
tion propofed the 19th, namely, thig'the 
duties which have hitherto been paid 
fhould continue to be fo, to prevent dif- 
turbances, and embroiling our affairs 
with the country government. 

The Prefident’s Opinion. 

~ As Tam of opinion the inland trade 
from place to place in the country, in 
articles of the produce of the country, is 
not comprehended within the privi- 
leges of the Firmaun, and confequently 
that we have no right to infift, or expect 
to carry it on-cuftom-free; fo I think, if 
we find it for dur advantage to cafry i 
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on, we mutt be fatisfied with the fame 
terms as other merchants, and pay the 
eftablifhed King’s duties at every place, 
unlefs we can agree with the Nabob for 
an equivalent. 

By all the informations I could get 
on this fubjec&t, I find, that from this 
place to Patna, the King’s duties are 
collected on falt at fix different places, 
viz. Wfoogly, Moorfhedabad, or Ja- 
linghy, Rajemahi, Carrigola, Baugle- 
peor, and finally, the dewannee duty upan 
the fales at Patna. 

Tur amount of thefe, reckoned at 
the loweft of the f{everal informations I 
took, was more than twenty-five rupees 
per hundred maunds; or if we reckon 
them at what js faid to be the regular 
King’s duties, at every place eee du- 
ties are collected, that is, two anda half 
per cent. the amount will be fifteen per 
cent. 

Own tobacco it appears, that both at 
Daccg and Luckypoor they have paid 
four anas per maund; which reckoning 


the 
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the coft two rupees per maund, will 
turn out above twelve per ccnt. 

On beetle-nut it appears, they have 
hitherto paid no dutics ; but for my part, 
I can conceive no other diftinétion be- 
tween what ought to pay duties to the 
country government, and what not, but 
this of foreign trade; that is, goods im- 
ported, and goods bought for exporta~ 
tion; and /x/and trade, in articles of the 
produce of the country from place to 
place in the country; the firfl of which, 
being a Firmaun privilege, paysgtities 
to the Company, and goes with their 
duftuck ; the fecond, I underftand not 
to be a Firmaun privilege; it goes from 
place to place in the country, without 
paying any duties to the Company; and I 
think the government has as much right 
to their st from us on {fuch trade, 
as from othér merchants. 

Upon the whole, I think nine per 
cent. on the prime coft of the goods a 
very eafy and advantageous acconynoda- 
tion for the Englith dealers in this trade; 
and as the Nabob has confented to accept 

f that, 
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that, as an equivalent for all demands 
throughout the three provinces, I am 
of opinion, we fhould readily agree to it, 
and obtain a confirmed right to what has 
hitherto beenalwaysdifputed; and I muft 
add, that I think it is a tax which the 
trade will well bear. 

RECKONING falt at eighty rupees per 
hundred maunds, which is a high price 
for the prime coft, we fhall pay only f{e- 
ven rupees and a quarter per hundred 
maunds. With refpect to the produce 
of the.Company’s lands, I think the mer- 
chants who deal in that fhould pay cuf- 
toms equally with others, as they have 
always hitherto done to the country go- 
vernment, upon what has been carried 
up the’ country, and to the Company 
themfelves upon what has been import- 
ed at Calcutta. 

As toour right by formér grants to 
coin in the King’s mints, it may be 
doubted, whether the grant to hold a 
mint gurfelves does not fupercede the 
former ; but fuppofing it does not, and 
that w> have yet a right to coin in the 

King’s 
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King’s mints, it is not with any parti- 
cular indulgence as to the rate of the 
coinage, but we muft pay the fame mint 
charges as other merchants.” 


Ir was no eafy matter to determine 
who were the majority, and what was 
their opinion; but at length it was re- 
folved, that the majority of the Board 
were agreed, that two and a half per 
cent. on the rowana price, fhould be the 
eftablithed cuftom on falt; that the arti~ 
cle of falt only fhould pay a cuflw to 
the country government, and this as a 
compliment, a favor, a confiderations 
not a right. 

I pevigve it will be hard to produce 
an inftance like this, of a queftion of fo 
much confequence being determined, by 
fuch a ftrange confufion of voices; and 
indeed nothing can be more abfurd than 
the detesinindcos itfelf ; for if they were 
of apinion, the Mogul King’s Firmaun 
did convey fuch an unlimited exgnt to 
our private trade, the point had )etter 
have been fettled at ha that ae 

Vou. Il, Yacduld 
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fhould be paid; if on the other hand, 
they began to perccive they had been 
mifled, and that the Firmaun did not 
convey fuch an unlimited extent, then 
they fhould have refolved to carry it on 
like other merchants ; or if they meant 
to go by former precedents, they fhould 
have paid fuch duties as had been paid 
before, not only on falt, but tobacco 
likewife. Upon the whole, they neither 
did juflice to themfelves, nor to the Na- 
bob, nor to former cuftom; but made 
an atbitrary rule, which any majority of 
the Council, may at any time annul, and 
form another with equal right. 

Wun the Council defired me to 
fettle a regulation of the private trade on 
a folid plan, either they meant to ac- 
knowledge fome rights in , the Nabob, 
or elfe pretended to mean fs, purpofely 
to deceive me, and aggravate, by this ar- 
tifice, ourdifputes with th. government. 
If they had refolved to acknowledge no 
rightfy they fhould have defired me to 
decla-e to the Nabob, that he muft not 
attengot to reftrain the Englith or their 

gomaftahs, 
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gomaftahs, nor demand cuftoms of any 
kind, nor hinder their carrying their 
trade in all articles to all corners of the 
country. If this was their refolution, I 
fay, they fhould have declared it then, 
and I would have endeavored to make 
the Nabob fubmit to it, until he could 
get redrefs from the court of directors ; 
but I believe the truth is, that the Coun- 
cil, at the time they defired me to fettlea 
plan, and fent me the account of duties 
paid at Luckypoor for my guidance, atid 
really mean to pay duties, and ackitfow- 
ledge the Nabob’s rights, but other no- 
tions were inftilled into them afterwards. 
THEN they affect to be furprized, that 
I found my authority on the plain fenfe 
of the words of their letter, of the 15th 
of November, and * fay, that their an- 
{wer to Mr. :daftings and me, dated the 
27th of Dece\pber, plainly dzmonftrates, 
that they nevex gave, nor intended to 
give me power to conclude thofe regula- 
tions, or any other. It is true, ¥heir 
Ee 2 fetter 
* See Mr. Amyatt’s Minute of the 34 of februe 
ary, Pp. 257. 
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letter of the 27th of December contra- 
dicts the former; but I could not with- 
out the gift of prophecy know, that 
they meant nothing by their firft letter, 
and that they would contradié it by ano- 
ther, which was to reach me, after I had 
taken leave of the Nabob. 

Mea. Iiastrincs, at the confultation 
of the 2d of March, defired leave to fay 
fomething further in explanation of that 
article of his opinion, of the firft, which 
relatcd to the fetting proper bounds of 
authority between the government’s 
oflicers, and the Englifh gomaftahs. 
This additional minute was as follows. 


Mr. Haftings’s Minute of the2d of March. 


ae | the confultation of yefterday, it 
having been entered gs the unani- 
mous opinion of the Board, with the fin- 
ele exception of myfelf, that the Eng- 
lifh gomaftahs fhould b- fubjeét to no 
controul from the government ; I muft 
ring £00 to fubjoin another argument 
to hat I have already faid upon the 
{ubject, 
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fubject, in favor of this fingularity of 
fentiment. 

In all affairs relating to our conneGi- 
ons with the country government, one 
object we fhould ever keep in view, as 
of the higheft importance to the future 
welfare of the Company. I mean, the 
duration of their acquifitions, and: infiu- 
ence in this country. Whatever may 
ferve to perpetuate and fix thefe advan- 
tages, though attended with a prefent 
inconvenience, fhould be invariably ptr- 
fued: and whatever prefent or tyxapo- 
rary conveniencies have a tendenty to de- 
{troy them, or to change our conne¢ti- 
ons, fhould be for the fame reafon re- 
jected. An union between two powers, 
which ftand in need of each other’s af- 
fiftance, - whofe intercfts agree, may 
endure for ages: but where that mu- 
tual dependence is wanting, and their in- 
terefts are perpetually clafhing, the great- 
eft efforts of haman wifdom will {carce- 
ly be able to unite them on amy folid 
foundation. Such unfortunately ‘$s our 
fituation in our alliance with the Naxbob. 

Be.3 ' His 
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His power, if properly fupported, and 
a mutual confidence were eftablifhed be- 
tween us, would indeed afford us the 
greateft benefit and fecurity. But the 
chief fource of difcord between us, arifes 
from the intricacv of our conneCtions 
with him. Our lands (the leaft fubject 
indced of contention, becaufe divided 
by known and fixed boundaries) lie clofe 
to, and even in the midift of his. Our 
trade is circulated through every part of 
hijs country, and our agents and depen- 
dent;, intimately blended with his fub- 
jects, without any bounds to mark out 
the extent of his authority, and our own 
privileges. 

Ir is now propofed to fix fuch a h- 
mitation, by abfolving every perfon em- 
ployed in our fervice haha, jurifdic- 
tion of the government. This, it is true, 
will prevent their fuffering any oppref- 
fion, but it gives them a full licence of 
oppreffing others; fince whatever crimes 
they pray commit, the magiftrate mutt 
idtly look on, nor dare even to de- 
fend*he lives or properties of the fub- 

jects 
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jects entrufted to his care, without a 
violation of our rights and privileges. 
Such is the expedient propofed for the 
fecurity of our trade, and for preferving 
the tranquility of the country ! 

Sucu a fyftem of government cannot 
fail to create in the minds of the wretch- 
ed inhabitants an abhorrence of the Eng- 
lifh name and authority; and how will 
it be poffible for the Nabob, whilft he 
hears the cries of his people, which he 
cannot redrefs, not to with to frec him- 
felf from an alliance, which fubjectsyhim 
to fuch indignities ? > 

I FORBEAR, at prefent, to take notice 
of the methods, which are to be em- 
ployed as checks of fuch a licentiou{nefs ; 
but fhall briefly obferve, that if the 
Chiefs: oftae factories are to be made 
the judges in all caufes, in which their 
gomaftahs are concerned, whatever their 
integrity may be, or how unbtaffed fo- 
ever their judgments ; yet fuch is the 
infatuation of mankind (not to 
Bengallees alone) that in: ninet* 
cafes out of an‘hundred, they with rae 

Ee 4 ther 
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ther fubmit to oppreffion, than forfake 
their houfes, and travel with a crowd 
of witneffes to the neareft factory in 
queft of juflice, when they believe their 
judge to be interefted in the fuit againft 
them ; as there will be few inftances, in 
which it will not be in the power of the 
gomattah to connea&t his own frauds or 
rovuerics with the intereft of his em- 
ployer, fo as to make it hazardous to 
chaftize him.” 


Ax the fame confultation a letter was 
received: from Dacca, inclofing a copy 
of one which Mahomed Allee, the col- 
lector there, had received from the Na- 
bob, on the fubje€t of a complaint I had 
made of fome bales of cloth belonging 
to me having been ftopped. ;Phe Nabob 
reprimands Mahomed Allee, for not dif- 
tinguifhing between the foreign trade, 
which would go with a duftuck ; and 
the inland trade, which alone was to 
pay dupes; and in the poftfcript, for- 
bids pe to moleft any gomaitahs, or to 
demagd duties upon goods, which fhould 
have the Company’s, or my duftuck. I 

, wrote 
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wrote to the Nabob immediately to ex- 
plain to him, that one and the fame duf- 
tuck was ever ufed for the Company’s 
goods and mine, and all other gentle- 
men’s in the fervice ; and that his giv- 
ing a particular order in favour of my 
gomaftahs, was not what I expected, 
but defired to fare like others ; and that 
his expreffing any particular regard to 
my intereft, would only give people an 
opportunity of attempting to injure my 
reputation. The Nabob’s letter, and 
my addrefs to him on the fubje, are 


entered in the margin *. They ‘are of 
fo 


* Copy of a letter from the Nabob to Mahomed 
Allee. 


By a letter from the Governor I underftand, 

“© that with regard tothe merchandize of the coun- 
“* try, viz. tobacco, falt, beetle-nut, and dried fith, 
«« which at different places are purchafed and fold, 
“ tho’ they want to pay g per cent. yet you are 
*¢ defirous of ftopping the bufinefs, and will not 
“* pay any regard to it, but endeavour to interrupt 
<« the trade; that you likewife demand duties on the 
<< Company’s cloth, which has the Compiny’s duf- 
“* tuck, and never was known to pay ay. duties. 
“ That Coja Afkafuc, through the meard of Coja 
‘“ Wanis, 
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fo little confequence, that I fhould not 
have {welled this Narrative with them, 
but that it will appear in the fequel, 
that Meffieurs Johnftone and Hay did 


really 


“¢,Wanis, was appointed to tranfaét the Governor’s 
** private bufinefs at Dacca, and had, agreeably to 
‘© the Company’s duftuck, provided thirty bales of 
“« cloth, twenty-eight of which he fent before, and 
‘© afterwards the two others; but you intercepted 
<< them, and demanded duties thereon; and with- 
‘© gut reafon demanded duties on cloths, and on the 
*« Company’s purchafes, that before never paid 
“6 afty.” 


we 


ta 


Tue Governor and myfelf have agreed, that 
on the Company’s exports and imports, having 
a duftuck, no duties fhall be demanded by any 
one ; and whatever goods are purchafed and fold 
within this country, being the produce -of this 
country, fhall pay.9 per cent. at the place where 
they are bought. A copy of the agreement I be- 
fore fent to you ; but it is amazing you will not 
obferve the contents, but interrupt the Company’s 
goods. NowI ftrictly order you to examine well 
the agreement, and act according to it. You are 
not to make any demand on goods at any of the 
Company’s places of trade, havihg the Company's 
duftucks ; Ku on whatever goods are purchafed, 
being tf produce of the country, you are to take 
9 percen& at the place where they are purchafed ; 

and 
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really make fuch an attempt, although 

I did not fufpect it at that time. 
Tue 4th of March, Meflieurs Car- 
tier, Johnftone Hay, Senior, and Bolts, 
joined 


and never in any refpect deviate from the agree- 
ment. This ftrictly obferve. 


P. S. The Governor writes, that you impede 
the gomaftah for his private bufinefs; there is no 
mention of private or public in the agreement; yet, 
as he is my true friend, I now write, that if the 
faid gomaftah has the Company’s or the Governor’s 
duftuck, you are not to impede him. 4. 


Extrad of a Letter from the Governor  iadNabob. 


THe Chief of Dacca fent me the copy of a letter 
wrote by you to Mahomed Allee Beg, in which he 
is ftrictly charged to take cuftoms according to my 
agreement; and (although there is no diftinction of 
perfons mentioned in the agreement, yet, as I have 
a proper friendfhip for you) not to interrupt the 
gomaftahs employed in my trade, who fhall be pra- 
vided with my duftuck, or the Company’s. The 
regulations contained in that letter, or agreement of 
mine, which I wrote in anfwer to your perwannah, 
in order to put an end to the difputes between your 
people and the Englifh gomaftahs, cannot now take 
place ; becaufe that, through the injurious beha- 
viour of Mahomed Allee Beg, and Sy¢d Jelaul 
Socary, and the other officers of the fircut, greater 

difturbances 
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joined in a reprefentation to the Board, 
of obftructions they met with in their 
private trade at Rangamettee. The in- 
juries complained of were fuch, as re- 
quired immediate redrefs; it was re- 
folved therefore t» fend a party of fee- 
poys to feize the fougedar, and free the 
bufinefs which was ftopped. 

Turis was followed by a like com- 
plaint from Patna, of their opium bufi- 
nefs being obftructed at Bahar, and du- 
ties demanded ; but it concluded with 
adviling, that they fhould fend a party of 
feepo;¥ ta protect their gomaftahs. 


AND 


difturbances have arifen than ever. This I have 
already acquainted you with. You order Mahomed 
Allee not to interrupt any trade which fhall be pro- 
vided with my duftuck, or the Company’s. All 
the duftucks granted, either for my geods, or other 
gentlemien’s, are the Company’s, and the fame 
which have ever been eftablifhed. I reprefented to 
you, that no interruption muft be given to the trade 
of the Englifh, and did not fpeak of my own in 
particular wbBcaufe my bufinefs, and that of other 
gentlemen, is on the fame footing; and the dif- 


tinction &e make in my favour, can only gain me 
an il] name, 


Tranfactions in 






MENG AL. 429 


Anp the fame day a general refolu- 
tion was taken, concerning the difputes 
which might happen in futgre between 
the officers of the country gayernment 
and our gomaftahs, to the folowing 


purpor t. 


Enp oF Vat. Il. 


